
St. Gregory the Theologian 

Saintly Notes 
St. Gregory the Theologian, Archbishop of 
Constantinople (January 25) 

regory was born in Nazianzus of a Greek father and a 
Christian mother. Before his baptism, he studied in Athens 
along with Basil the Great and Julian the Apostate. Gregory 

often prophesied that Julian would become an apostate and a 
persecutor of the Church which actually happened. Gregory was 
especially influenced greatly by his good mother Nonna. 

When he completed his studies, Gregory was baptized. St. 
Basil consecrated him as bishop of Sasima, and Emperor 
Theodosius the Great summoned him to fill the vacant 
archepiscopal throne of Constantinople. 

He wrote numerous works of which his most famous are those 
concerning theology for which he is called The Theologian. 
Especially known because of its depth is his work: Homilies on 
The Holy Trinity. Gregory wrote against the heretic Macedonius 
who erroneously taught that the Holy Spirit is a creation of God 
and, Gregory also wrote against Appolinarius who erroneously 
taught that Christ did not have a human soul but that His divinity 
was in lieu of His soul. Additionally Gregory wrote against 
Emperor Julian the Apostate, his one-time colleague in school. 

In 381 A.D., when a debate began regarding his election as 
archbishop, he withdrew on his own and issued a statement: 
“Those, who deprive us of our archepiscopal throne cannot deprive 
us of God.” After that, he left Constantinople and went to 
Nazianzus and there lived a life of solitude and prayer, writing 
worthwhile books. 

Even though he was in poor health throughout his entire life, 
nevertheless, Gregory lived to be eighty years old. His relics were 
later transferred to Rome. A reliquary containing his head reposes 
in the Cathedral Church of the Assumption in Moscow. He was, 
and remains, a great and wonderful light of the Orthodox Church 
as much by his meekness and purity of character as well as for the 
unsurpassable depth of his mind. He died in the Lord in the year 
390 A.D. 

(Prologue from Ochrid, 1985 Birmingham, Lazarica Press) 
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Third Antiphon 
Troparion of the Resurrection 

Tone 7 
Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou 
didst open paradise to the thief; Thou didst 
turn the sadness of the ointment-bearing 
women into joy. And didst bid Thine 
Apostles proclaim a warning, that Thou hast 
risen O Christ, granting to the world the 
Great Mercy. 

Entrance Hymn 
Come, let us worship and fall down before 
Christ. Save us, O Son of God, Who art 
risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. 
Alleluia. 
 

Troparion 
of the Resurrection–Tone 7 

See above. 

Troparion 
of St. Gregory the Theologian 

Tone 1 
The pastoral psalter of thy discourse in 
theology triumphed over the trumpets of 
orators and overcame it; for having sought 
the depth of the Spirit, there was also 
vouchsafed to thee excellence of speech, O 
Father Gregory. Wherefore, intercede with 
Christ God to save our souls. 

Troparion 
for All Saints–Tone 4 

As with fine porphyry and royal purple Thy 
Church has been adorned with Thy martyr’s 
blood shed throughout all the world. She 
cries to Thee, O Christ God, send down Thy 
bounties on Thy people, grant peace to Thy 
habitation and great mercy to our souls. 

Kontakion 
for Presentation of Christ–Tone 1 

Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, 
didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as is 
meet, didst bless Simeon’s arms, and didst 
also come to save us; preserve Thy fold in 
wars, and confirm them whom Thou didst 
love, for Thou alone art the Lover of 
mankind. 

The Trisagion 
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal . . . 

Epistle and Gospel 
Today and Next Sunday 

Today: (See insert) 
Next Sunday: 
    Epistle: Rom. 8:28–39 
    Gospel: Matt. 15:21–28 

Megalynarion 
Tone 8 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee . . . 

Communion Hymn 
Tone 8 

Praise ye the Lord from the heavens; praise 
Him in the highest. Alleluia. 

After Communion 
We have seen the true light . . . 

Parish Notes 

Altar Servers Today 
Alexander Sieck, Alexander Haynes, Ethan 
Haynes, Rim Gibrealfa, John Pridgen, Jonah 
Sieck, Michael Fogg, Justin Fogg. 

Special Attention 
• Estimated Giving Forms. Please 

complete your Estimated Giving 

Form. The completed form can be 
given to Ron Evancho (All Saints 
Financial Secretary), or to Ray 
Azrak, or may be left in the weekly 
offering in an envelope labeled 
“Estimated Giving Form.” 

• Canned Food Drive Results. Teen 
SOYO's Nativity Fast Canned Food 
Drive was a tremendous success! 
We collected over 2,700 lbs. of 
canned and non-perishable food. 
The NC Food Bank estimates that 
the donation from All Saints 
provided over 2,300 meals to needy 
people though this effort.  Thanks 
so much to everyone who 
participated, both in the donations 
and in the transporting of the food 
to the Food Bank.

The Saints Whom We Remember 
Venerable Demetrios; New-martyr Auxentios of Constantinople 

 
This Week’s Schedule 

Today:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 
Monday: Church Office Closed; 
Wednesday: 9:15a Third Hour Prayer; 6:30p Vespers 
Thursday: 6:30p Eve. Div. Liturgy for the Three Hierarchs 
Friday: Church Office Closed 
Saturday: 5:30p Great Vespers 
Sunday: 8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 

St. Gregory the Theologian, 
Archbishop of Constantinople 
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The V. Rev. Nicholas R. A. Sorensen, Archpriest 
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Prokeimenion:  
My mouth shall speak of 
wisdom; and the meditation of 
my heart shall be of 
understanding. 

Hear this, all ye people. 

†Epistle: Heb. 7:26—8:2 (RSV) 
Brethren, it was fitting that we 
should have such a High Priest, 
holy, blameless, unstained, 
separated from sinners, exalted 
above the heavens. He has no 
need, like those high priests, to 
offer sacrifices daily, first for his 
own sins and then for those of the 
people; He did this once for all 
when He offered up Himself. 
Indeed, the law appoints men in 
their weakness as high priests, but 
the word of the oath, which came 
later than the law, appoints a Son 
Who has been made perfect 
forever. Now the point in what we 
are saying is this: we have such a 
High Priest, one Who is seated at 
the right hand of the throne of the 
Majesty in heaven, a minister in 
the sanctuary and the true tent 
which is set up not by man but by 
the Lord. 
 
†Gospel: Luke 19:1–10 (RSV) 
At that time, Jesus entered 
Jericho and was passing through.  
And there was a man named 
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax 
collector, and rich.  And he 

sought to see Who Jesus was, but 
could not, on account of the 
crowd, because he was small of 
stature.  So he ran on ahead and 
climbed up into a sycamore tree 
to see Jesus, for He was to pass 
that way.  And when Jesus came 
to the place, He looked up and 
said to him, “Zacchaeus, make 
haste and come down; for I must 
stay at your house today.”  So he 
made haste and came down, and 
received Him joyfully.  And 
when they saw it they all 
murmured, “He has gone in to be 
the guest of a man who is a 
sinner.”  And Zacchaeus stood 
and said to the Lord, “Behold, 
Lord, the half of my goods I give 
to the poor; and if I have 
defrauded anyone of anything, I 
restore it fourfold.”  And Jesus 
said to him, “Today salvation has 
come to this house, since he also 
is a son of Abraham; for the Son 
of man came to seek and to save 
the lost.” 
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A Word 
from Our Fathers 

 
“I opened my mouth, and drew in 

the Spirit, and I give myself and my 
all to the Spirit, my action and 

speech, my inaction and silence, 
only let Him hold me and guide 

me, and move both hand and mind 
and tongue whither it is right, and 
He wills: and restrain them as it is 

right and expedient. I am an 
instrument of God, a rational 

instrument, an instrument tuned and 
struck by that skilful artist, the 

Spirit.” 
 

(St. Gregory the Theologian) 
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