
Saintly Notes 
The Holy Martyr Sabastian and Those with 

Him (December 18) 

 

his glorious saint was born in Italy and brought up in the city of Milan. 

While still young, he dedicated himself to military service. Being 

educated, handsome and courageous, he received the favor of Emperor 

Diocletian, who appointed him captain of his imperial guard. 

Secretly he confessed the Christian Faith and prayed to the Living God. As 

an honorable, just and merciful man, Sebastian was greatly beloved by his 

soldiers. Whenever he could, he saved Christians from torture and death, and, 

when he was unable to do so, he exhorted them to die for Christ the Living God 

without turning back. 

Two brothers, Marcus and Marcellinus, who had been imprisoned for Christ 

and were already on the verge of denouncing Him and worshiping idols, were 

confirmed in the Faith by Sebastian, who strengthened them for martyrdom. As 

he spoke with them, encouraging them not to fear death for Christ, his face was 

illumined. Everyone saw his shining face, like that of an angel of God. 

Sebastian also confirmed his words by miracles: he healed Zoe, the jailer 

Nicostratus's wife, who had been mute for six years; he brought her, Nicostratus 

and his entire household to baptism; he healed the two ailing sons of Claudius 

the commander and brought him and his household to baptism; he healed 

Tranquillinus, the father of Marcus and Marcellinus, of gout and pains in his 

legs which had troubled him for eleven years, and brought him to baptism 

together with his entire household; he healed the Roman eparch Chromatius of 

the same illness and brought him and his son Tiburtius to baptism. 

The first of them to suffer was St. Zoe, whom they seized at the tomb of the 

Apostle Peter, where she was praying to God. After torturing her, they threw her 

into the Tiber River. They then seized Tiburtius, and the judge placed live coals 

before him, telling him to choose between life and death, that is, either to cast 

incense on the coals and to cense the idols or to stand barefoot on the hot coals. 

St. Tiburtius made the sign of the Cross, stood barefoot on the hot coals, and 

remained unharmed. After this, he was beheaded. Nicostratus was killed with a 

stake, Tranquillinus was drowned, and Marcus and Marcellinus were tortured 

and pierced with spears. Then Sebastian was brought before Emperor 

Diocletian. The emperor rebuked him for his betrayal, but Sebastian said: ``I 

have always prayed to my Christ for your health and for the peace of the Roman 

Empire.'' The emperor ordered that he be stripped naked and shot through with 

arrows. The soldiers shot him through with arrows until the martyr was so 

completely covered with arrows that his body was not seen because of them. 

When all thought that he was dead, he appeared alive and completely healthy. 

Then the pagans killed him with staves. He suffered gloriously for Christ his 

Lord and took up his habitation in the Kingdom of Christ in the year 287 at the 

time of Diocletian the Emperor and Gaius the Bishop of Rome. 

(The Prologue from Ochrid) 
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Dome in Chora Church, Istanbul 

showing the Genealogy of Christ 

from Adam onwards. 



O come, O come, 

Emmanuel 

First Antiphon 
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 

Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Second Antiphon 
Refrain: O Son of God, Who art risen from 

the dead save us who sing to Thee. Alleluia. 

Third Antiphon 
Resurrectional Troparion (Tone 2) 

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, 

O Thou deathless and immortal One, then 

Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly 

power. And when Thou didst raise the dead 

from beneath the earth, all the powers of 

Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, 

Thou giver of life, glory to Thee. 

Little Entrance 

† Entrance Hymn: ―Come, let us 

worship and bow down before Christ 

 . . . Alleluia.‖ 

† Resurrectional Troparion (Tone 2) 

See above. 

† Troparion for Sunday before the 

Nativity (Tone 2): Great are the 

accomplishments of faith; for the three 

holy youths rejoiced in the fountain of 

flames as though at waters of rest. And 

the Prophet Daniel appeared a shepherd 

to the lions as though they were sheep. 

Wherefore, by their prayers, O Christ 

God, save our souls. 

† Troparion of All Saints(Tone 4): As 

with fine porphyry and royal purple 

Thy Church has been adorned with Thy 

martyr’s blood shed throughout all the 

world. She cries to Thee, O Christ God, 

send down Thy bounties on Thy 

people, grant peace to Thy habitation 

and great mercy to our souls. 

† Kontakion of Preparation for Christ’s 

Nativity (Tone 3): The Virgin cometh 

today to the cave to give birth, 

ineffably to bring forth the Word 

eternal. Therefore, rejoice, O earth, at 

the message with the angels and 

shepherds give glory to Him who shall 

appear by His own will as a young 

child, He who is from eternity God. 

The Trisagion 
Holy God, Holy Mighty . . .  Alleluia. 

Scripture 
for today and next Sunday 

Today: (See insert) 

Next Sunday (December 25): 

    Epistle: Gal. 4:4–7 

    Gospel: Matt. 2:1–12 

Megalynarion (Tone 8) 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee . . . 

Communion Hymn 
(Tone 8) 

Praise the Lord from the heavens . . . 

Alleluia. 

Post-Communion Hymn 
We have seen the true light . . . 

Parish Notes 

Altar Servers Today 

William Christopoulos, Gabriel Pope, 
Nicholas Kliewer, Benhur Samson, 
Nathaniel Unah 

Special Attention 

 Remember Church School and 
Adult Class. Please come and study 

the Orthodox Christian Faith. Classes 
for Preschool thru Adults. 

 Adult Class to Study 
Some of The Writings of 
the Apostolic Fathers. 
These are ancient 
Christian documents that 
were widely used and 
often quoted in the early 
Church and in the Church 

today. All adults are welcome. Class 
meets Sunday in the Nave from 
~9:10a to ~9:50a. 

 Annual Voters’ Meeting Results. 
Last Sunday the Voters unanimously 
and joyfully passed the budget for 
2012. They also elected Ron 
Evancho and Mary Kliewer to the 
Parish Council and Fr. Nicholas 
appointed David Hooten to the Parish 
Council. Congratulations to these 
three and may God bless them and 
their families as they dedicate 
themselves to the work of All Saints 
parish. 

 St Ignatius Sunday, Today. Please 
see the insert.  

 Advent Fast. From November 15
th

 

through December 24
th

. 

 A Necklace was found outside the 
main church just after the 
consecration service. If you lost one 
please talk to Fr. Nicholas. 

 Remember to Bring Your Non-
Parishable Foods to the Church 
Narthex or to the foyer in the 
Parish Hall. 

 No Church School Next Week. 

 Remember that the Christmas 
Services Next Sunday Start at 
8:00a with Orthros and continue 
with the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 
the Great at 9:00am (not 10:00am). 

 Parishioners, We have 32 more 

dozen Baklawa to sell, and with your 
support, I know we can complete 
sales today. Christmas is just around 
the  corner and this pastry is great for 
entertaining. St Thekla Ladies would 
like to express thanks to you, and to 
wish all:  A MERRY MERRY 
CHRISTMAS!! 

 

Sunday before the Nativity of Christ 
 

All Saints Orthodox Church, Raleigh NC 

(www.allsaintsnc.org) 
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The V. Rev. Nicholas R. A. Sorensen, Archpriest 

The Rev. David Keim, Deacon                         December 18, 2011 

The Saints Whom We Remember 

Martyrs Sebastian and Zoe of Rome, and those with them 

This Week’s Schedule 

Today:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 

Monday: Church Office Closed; 6:30p Eve. Div. Liturgy for St. Ignatius 

Wednesday: 9:15a 3
rd

 Hour Prayers; 6:30p Vespers 

Thursday: 2:00p Baptism of Phoebe Hallberg (reception following) 

Friday: 9:00a Royal Hours of the Nativity 

Saturday: Eve of Nativity: 9:00a Daily Orthros; 10:00a Chrismation of 

Barden family; 10:15a Divine Liturgy; 5:30p Great Vespers 

Sunday:  Nativity of Our Lord; 8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Divine Liturgy for the 

Nativity of Christ 



Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings 

Prokeimenon: 

Blessed are Thou, O Lord, the God 

of our fathers. 

For Thou art justified in all that 

Thou hast done for us. 

†Epistle: Heb. 11:9–10, 32–40 

Brethren, by faith Abraham 

sojourned in the land of promise, as 

in a foreign land, living in tents with 

Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of 

the same promise. For he looked 

forward to the city which has 

foundations, whose builder and 

maker is God. And what more shall 

I say? For time would fail me to tell 

of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 

Jephthah, of David and Samuel and 

the prophets—who through faith 

conquered kingdoms, enforced 

justice, received promises, stopped 

the mouths of lions, quenched 

raging fire, escaped the edge of the 

sword, won strength out of 

weakness, became mighty in war, 

and put foreign armies to flight. 

Women received their dead by 

resurrection. Some were tortured, 

refusing to accept release, so that 

they might rise again to a better life. 

Others suffered mocking and 

scourging, and even chains and 

imprisonment. They were stoned, 

they were sawn in two, they were 

killed with the sword; they went 

about in skins of sheep and goats, 

destitute, afflicted, ill-treated—of 

whom the world was not worthy—

wandering over deserts and 

mountains, and in dens and caves of 

the earth. And all these, though well 

attested by their faith, did not 

receive what was promised, since 

God had foreseen something better 

for us, that apart from us they 

should not be made perfect. 

†Gospel: Matt. 1:1–25 

The book of the genealogy of Jesus 

Christ, the son of David, the son of 

Abraham.  Abraham was the father 

of Isaac, and Isaac the father of 

Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah 

and his brothers, and Judah the 

father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, 

and Perez the father of Hezron, and 

Hezron the father of Aram, and 

Aram the father of Amminadab, and 

Amminadab the father of Nahshon, 

and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 

and Salmon the father of Boaz by 

Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed 

by Ruth, and Obed the father of 

Jesse, and Jesse the father of David 

the king.  And David was the father 

of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 

and Solomon the father of 

Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the 

father of Abijah, and Abijah the 

father of Asa, and Asa the father of 

Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the 

father of Joram, and Joram the 

father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the 

father of Jotham, and Jotham the 

father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father 

of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the 

father of Manasseh, and Manasseh 

the father of Amon, and Amon the 

father of Josiah, and Josiah the 

father of Jechoniah and his brothers, 

at the time of the deportation to 

Babylon.  And after the deportation  
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to Babylon: Jechoniah was the 

father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the 

father of Zerubbabel, and 

Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and 

Abiud the father of Eliakim, and 

Eliakim the father of Azor, and 

Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok 

the father of Achim, and Achim the 

father of Eliud, and Eliud the father 

of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of 

Matthan, and Matthan the father of 

Jacob, and Jacob the father of 

Joseph the husband of Mary, of 

whom Jesus was born, Who is 

called Christ.  So all the generations 

from Abraham to David were 

fourteen generations, and from 

David to the deportation to Babylon 

fourteen generations, and from the 

deportation to Babylon to the Christ 

were fourteen generations.  Now the 

birth of Jesus Christ took place in 

this way.  When His mother Mary 

had been betrothed to Joseph, before 

they came together she was found to 

be with child of the Holy Spirit; and 

her husband Joseph, being a just 

man and unwilling to put her to 

shame, resolved to divorce her 

quietly.  But as he considered this, 

behold, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream, saying, 

―Joseph, son of David, do not fear to 

take Mary your wife, for that which 

is conceived in her is of the Holy 

Spirit; she will bear a son, and you 

shall call His Name Jesus, for He 

will save His people from their 

sins.‖  All this took place to fulfill 

what the Lord had spoken by the 

prophet: ―Behold, a virgin shall 

conceive and bear a son, and His 

Name shall be called Emmanuel‖ 

(which means, God with us).  When 

Joseph woke from sleep, he did as 

the angel of the Lord had 

commanded him; he took his wife, 

but knew her not until she had borne 

a son; and he called His Name 

Jesus. 
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A Word 

from Our Fathers  

 ―WHEN THE FOOLISH thought 

of counting up any of your good 

works enters your head, at once 

correct your fault, and instead count 

up your sins, your repeated and 

numberless offences, and you will 

find that they are as the sand of the 

sea, whilst your virtues in 

comparison are as nothing.‖ 

 (St. John of Kronstadt) 
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