
Saintly Notes 
The Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple 

(November 21) 

 

hen the Most-holy Virgin Mary reached the age of three, her holy 

parents Joachim and Anna took her from Nazareth to Jerusalem to 
dedicate her to the service of God according to their earlier promise. It 

was a three-day journey from Nazareth to Jerusalem but, traveling to do 

a God-pleasing work, this journey was not difficult for them. 
Many kinsmen of Joachim and Anna gathered in Jerusalem to take 

part in this event, at which the invisible angels of God were also present. 

Leading the procession into the Temple were virgins with lighted tapers 

in their hands, then the Most-holy Virgin, led on one side by her father 
and on the other side by her mother. The virgin was clad in vesture of 

royal magnificence and adornments as was befitting the ―King's 

daughter, the Bride of God‖ (Psalm 45:13-15). 
Following them were many kinsmen and friends, all with lighted 

tapers. Fifteen steps led up to the Temple. Joachim and Anna lifted the 

Virgin onto the first step, then she ran quickly to the top herself, where 
she was met by the High Priest Zacharias, who was to be the father of St. 

John the Forerunner. Taking her by the hand, he led her not only into the 

Temple, but into the ``Holy of Holies,'' the holiest of holy places, into 

which no one but the high priest ever entered, and only once each year, at 
that. St. Theophylact of Ohrid says that Zacharias ―was outside himself 

and possessed by God‖ when he led the Virgin into the holiest place in 

the Temple, beyond the second curtain-otherwise, his action could not be 
explained. 

Mary's parents then offered sacrifice to God according to the Law, 

received the priest's blessing and returned home. The Most-holy Virgin 
remained in the Temple and dwelt there for nine full years. While her 

parents were alive, they visited her often, especially Righteous Anna.  

When God called her parents from this world, the Most-holy Virgin 

was left an orphan and did not wish to leave the Temple until death or to 
enter into marriage. As that would have been against the Law and custom 

of Israel, she was given to St. Joseph, her kinsman in Nazareth, after 

reaching the age of twelve. Under the acceptable role of one betrothed, 
she could live in virginity and thus fulfill her desire and formally satisfy 

the Law, for it was then unknown in Israel for maidens to vow virginity 

to the end of their lives. The Most-holy Virgin Mary was the first of such 

life-vowed virgins, of the thousands and thousands of virgin men and 
women who would follow her in the Church of Christ. 

(The Prologue from Ochrid) 
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We Are Finally in Our New Home! 

Glory Be to God for All Things!! 



First Antiphon 

Great is the Lord and greatly to be 

praised: in the city of our God and in 

His holy mountain. Glorious things are 

spoken of thee, O city of God. 

(Refrain) 

God is known in her palaces for a 

refuge. As we have heard, so have we 

seen in the city of the Lord of hosts, in 

the city of our God. (Refrain) 

Glory… Both now… (Refrain) 

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 
Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Second Antiphon 

The Most High hath sanctified His 

tabernacle. Holiness and majesty are in 

His sanctuary. 

This is the gate of the Lord, by 

which the righteous shall enter. 

(Refrain) 

Holy is Thy temple, and wonderful 

in righteousness. (Refrain) 

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art 
risen from the dead. who sing to Thee. 
Alleluia. 

Third Antiphon 
Troparion of the Resurrection 

(Tone 1) 
Even the rich among the people shall 

entreat thy favor. The King’s daughter 

is all glorious within: her clothing is of 

wrought gold. Virgins shall be brought 

to the King after her: her companions 

shall be brought unto Thee. 

Troparion of the Entrance: Today the 
Virgin is the foreshadowing of the 

pleasure of God, and the beginning of 

the preaching of the salvation of 

mankind. Thou hast appeared in the 

Temple of God openly and hast gone 

before, preaching Christ to all. Let us 

shout with one thrilling voice, saying: 
Rejoice, O thou who art the fulfillment 

of the Creator’s dispensation. 

Little Entrance 

† Entrance Hymn: ―Come, let us 

worship and bow down before Christ 
. . . Alleluia.‖ 

† Troparion of the Resurrection 
(Tone 1): While the stone was sealed 

by the Jews, and the soldiers were 

guarding Thy most pure body, Thou 
didst arise on the third day, O 

Savior, granting life to the world. 
For which cause the heavenly 

powers cried aloud unto Thee, O 
giver of life. Glory to Thy 

Resurrection O Christ, glory to Thy 
kingdom, glory to Thy providence, 

O Thou Who alone art the lover of 
mankind. 

† Troparion for the Entrance (Tone 
1):  See above. 

† Kontakion for Entrance of the 

Theotokos (Tone 4): The all-pure 
temple of the Savior, the most 

precious bridal chamber and Virgin, 
the treasure-house of the glory of 

God, today enters the Temple of the 
Lord, bringing with her the grace 

which is in the divine Spirit: whom 
also the angels of God do celebrate 

in song; for she is the heavenly 
tabernacle. 

The Trisagion 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, . . .  

Scripture 
for today and next Sunday 

Today: (See insert) 

Next Sunday: 

    Epistle: Eph. 6:10–17 
    Gospel: Luke 18:18–27 

Megalynarion 
(Tone 4) 

The Angels beholding the entrance of 

the all-pure one were overtaken by 

surprise; how hath the Virgin entered 

into the Holy of Holies? 

Since thou art a living temple of God, O 

Theotokos, no impure hand shall touch thee. 
But the lips of believers, let them 
ceaselessly laud thee, crying unto thee 
joyfully with the voice of the angels: Verily, 

O undefiled Virgin, thou art more exalted 
than all creatures. 

Communion Hymn 
(Tone 8) 

I will receive the cup of salvation, and 

call upon the Name of the Lord. Alleluia. 

 

Post-Communion 

Hymn 

We have seen the true light . . . 

Parish Notes 

Altar Servers Today 

Ethan Haynes, Rim Gibrealfa, John 
Pridgen, Jonah Sieck, Michael Fogg, 
Justin Fogg, Aidan Labrozzi. 

Special Attention 

 Annual Voters’ Meeting. This 
meeting has postponed from 
November 14 to December 12 

following the Divine Liturgy. Please 
make note of this change. 

 Extraordinary Designated Gifts for 
our New Temple and Education 
Wing. On the Narthex table in  the 
new temple you will find a brochure 

with a list of possible gifts for our new 
building.  Please read the message 
from Fr. Nicholas on page 2 of the 
brochure. It will tell you how 
donations can be made. 

 Parents Please Pay Attention. We 
all need to be careful to not abuse 
our new Temple or to disrespect it in 
any way. Children should be taught 
to be respectful and reverent in this 
place. When in the Temple at any 

time, running or playing, eating, 
drinking, marking with magic markers 
or crayons should either not be 
allowed or strictly controlled by the 
parents. Children should be taught 
that when in the temple they are in 
the presence of their loving God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and All 
the Saints and Angels.  
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All Saints Orthodox Church, Raleigh NC 

(www.allsaintsnc.org) 

919-859-1332 

 

The V. Rev. Nicholas R. A. Sorensen, Archpriest 

The Rev. David Keim, Deacon                         November 21, 2010 

This Week’s Schedule 

Today:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 

Monday: Church Office Closed 

Wednesday: 9:15a 3rd Hour Prayer; 6:30p Daily Vespers 

Friday: 6:30p Advent Paraklasis 
Saturday: 1:00p Baptism; 5:30p Great Vespers 

Sunday:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 



Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings 

Prokeimenon: 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, 

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God 

my Savior. 

He hath regarded the lowliness 

of His servant. 

†Epistle: Heb. 9:1–7 (RSV) 

Brethren, even the first covenant 

had regulations for worship and an 

earthly sanctuary. For a tent was 

prepared, the outer one, in which 

were the lamp stand and the table 

and the bread of the Presence; it is 

called the Holy Place. Behind the 

second curtain stood a tent called 

the Holy of Holies, having the 

golden altar of incense and the ark 

of the covenant covered on all 

sides with gold, which contained a 

golden urn holding the manna, and 

Aaron’s rod that budded, and the 

tables of the covenant; above it 

were the cherubim of glory 

overshadowing the mercy seat. Of 

these things we cannot now speak 

in detail. These preparations 

having thus been made, the priests 

go continually into the outer tent, 

performing their ritual duties; but 

into the second only the high priest 

goes, and he but once a year, and 

not without taking blood which he 

offers for himself and for the errors 

of the people. 

†Gospel: Luke 10:38–42; 

11:27–28 (RSV) 
At that time, Jesus entered a 

certain village; and a woman 

named Martha received Him into 

her house. And she had a sister 

called Mary, who sat at the 

Lord’s feet and listened to His 

teaching. But Martha was 

distracted with much serving; 

and she went to Him and said, 

―Lord, dost Thou not care that 

my sister has left me to serve 

alone? Tell her then to help me.‖ 

But the Lord answered her, 

―Martha, Martha, you are 

anxious and troubled about many 

things; one thing is needful. 

Mary has chosen the good 

portion, which shall not be taken 

away from her.‖ As He said this, 

a woman in the crowd raised her 

voice and said to Him, ―Blessed 

is the womb that bore Thee, and 

the breasts that Thou didst 

suck!‖ But He said, ―Blessed 

rather are those who hear the 

word of God and keep it!‖
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A Word 

from Our Fathers 
 

―So for us Christians, 

the focal point of the universe 

and the ultimate meaning of the 

entire history of the world is the 

coming of Jesus Christ, Who did not 

repudiate the archetypes of the Old 

Testament but vindicated them, 

unfolding to us their real significance 

and bringing new dimensions 

to all things—infinite, eternal 

dimensions. Christ’s new covenant 

announces the beginning of a fresh 

period in the history of mankind. 

Now the Divine sphere was reflected 

in the searchless grandeur of the love 

and humility of God our Father.‖ 
(Archimandrite Sophrony) 
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