
 

 

Saintly Notes 
Hieromartyr Dionysios the Areopagite (October 3) 

 

ionysius is numbered among the Seventy Lesser Apostles. This 
wonderful man was the scion of a distinguished pagan family in 

Athens. Having completed the school of philosophy in Athens, he went 

to Egypt to study further. While he was there the Lord Christ died on the 

Cross, the sun was darkened, and there was darkness in Egypt for three 
hours. Then Dionysius cried out: ―Either God the Creator of the world is 

suffering, or this world is coming to an end.‖ 

Returning to Athens, he married a woman named Damaris and had 
sons by her. He became a member of the highest court among the 

Greeks, the Areopagus, and thereafter he was known as the 

―Areopagite.‖  
When the Apostle Paul preached the Gospel in Athens, Dionysius was 

baptized with his entire household. Paul consecrated him Bishop of 

Athens. He left his wife, children and his position for the love of Christ. 

He traveled with Paul for a long time and met all the other apostles of 
Christ. He traveled to Jerusalem especially to see the Most-holy 

Theotokos, and described his encounter with her in one of his written 

works. He was present at the burial of the Holy and Most-pure One. 
When his teacher, St. Paul, suffered martyrdom, Dionysius also 

desired such a death for himself, and went to Gaul, with his presbyter 

Rusticus and the deacon Eleutherius, to preach the Gospel among the 

barbarians. He suffered much but also succeeded much. By his labors 
many pagans were converted to the Christian Faith. Dionysius built a 

small church in Paris, where he celebrated the divine services. 

When he was ninety years old, he, Rusticus and Eleutherius were 
seized and tortured for Christ; then all three were beheaded. The severed 

head of St. Dionysius rolled a long distance, to the feet of Catula, a 

Christian, who honorably buried it with his body.  
Dionysius suffered during the reign of Dometian in the year 96. He 

wrote several famous works: on the Divine Names of God, on the 

Celestial and Ecclesiastical Hierarchies, on Mystical Theology, and on 

the Most-holy Theotokos. 
 

(The Prologue from Ochrid) 
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Hieromartyr Dionysios the Areopagite 



First Antiphon 
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 
Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Second Antiphon 
Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art 
risen from the dead. who sing to Thee. 

Alleluia. 

Third Antiphon 
Troparion of the Resurrection 

(Tone 2) 
When Thou didst submit Thyself unto 

death, O Thou deathless and immortal 

One, then Thou didst destroy hell with 

Thy Godly power. And when Thou 

didst raise the dead from beneath the 

earth, all the powers of heaven did cry 

aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver 

of life, glory to Thee. 

Little Entrance 

† Entrance Hymn: ―Come, let us 
worship and bow down before Christ 
. . . Alleluia.‖ 

† Troparion of the Resurrection 

(Tone 2): See above. 

† Troparion of St. Dionysios the 

Areopagite (Tone 4): Since thou 

hadst been instructed in uprightness 
thoroughly and wast vigilant in all 

things, thou wast clothed with a good 
conscience as befitteth one holy. 

Thou didst draw from the Chosen 
Vessel ineffable mysteries; and 

having kept the Faith, thou didst 
finish a like course, O Hieromartyr 

Dionysios. Intercede with Christ God 
that our souls be saved. 

† Troparion for All Saints (Tone 4): 
As with fine porphyry and royal 

purple Thy Church has been adorned 
with Thy martyr’s blood shed 

throughout all the world. She cries to 

Thee, O Christ God, send down Thy 

bounties on Thy people, grant peace 
to Thy habitation and great mercy to 

our souls. 

† Kontakion for Ordinary Sundays 

(Tone 2): O Protection of Christians 
that is not put to shame, unchanging 

Mediation before the Creator, despise 
not the voice of the sinners’ prayer, 

but in that thou art good, come 
quickly to help us who call upon thee 

in faith. Make speed to intercede and 
make haste to supplicate, O 

Theotokos, who dost ever protect 
those that honor thee. 

The Trisagion 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, . . .  

Scripture 
for today and next Sunday 

Today: (See insert) 

Next Sunday: 

    Epistle: Gal. 1:11–19 
    Gospel: Luke 7:11–16 

Megalynarion 
(Tone 8) 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee. . . 

Communion Hymn 
(Tone 8) 

Praise the Lord . . . Alleluia. 

 

Post-Communion Hymn 

We have seen the true light . . . 

Parish Notes 

Altar Servers Today 

Ethan Haynes, Rim Gibrealfa, John 
Pridgen, Jonah Sieck, Michael Fogg, 
Justin Fogg, Aidan Labrozzi. 

Special Attention 

 Extraordinary Designated Gifts 
for our New Temple and 
Education Wing. On the Narthex 
table you will find a brochure with a 
list of possible gifts for our new 
building.  
    Please read the message from 
Fr. Nicholas on page 2 of the 
brochure. It contains important 
information about how donations 
can be made. 
    We currently have donations for 
the center dome icon, the altar 
table, Last Supper Icon, and the 
Theotokos icon on the iconostasis. 
Thank God for the generosity of our 
parishioners. 

 Saint Sophia Prayer Group. 
Calling all mothers, grandmothers, 
godmothers and anyone who prays 
for our children—join us as we pray 
the Akathist hymn to the Mother of 
God for our children on the first 
Tuesday of every month, at 
10:00am in the Nave. See 
brochures on the Narthex table. 

 Entry into Our New Temple. Our 
contractor is still working on the 
details of our Certificate of 
Occupancy for the new temple. The 
exact date for our first service is not 
yet available. We will keep you 
informed as soon as the date is 
firmly set. As of this moment, the 
soonest date that might be possible 
is October 17

th
, but even that is still 

not certain. 

 System for the Hearing Impaired. 
We would like to assess the need 
for an assistive listening system in 
our new nave. If you or someone 
you know within our parish might 
use such a system if one were 
available, please contact Fr. 
Nicholas (859-1332) as soon as 
possible. 

 October Calendars Are Available 
on the Narthex Table.  
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The Saints Whom We Remember 

Hieromartyr Dionysios the Areopagite, first bishop of Athens; 

Martyrs Eleutherios and Rustikos 

This Week’s Schedule 

Today:  9:00a Orthros; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 

Monday: Church Office Closed 

Tuesday: 10:00a Agathist for Our Children 
Wednesday: 9:15a 3rd Hour Prayer; 6:30p Daily Vespers 

Friday: Church Office Closed 

Saturday: 1:00p Baptism; 5:30p Great Vespers; 

Sunday:  9:00a Orthros; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 



Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings 

Prokeimenon: 

The Lord is my strength and my 

song. 

The Lord has chastened me 

severely. 

†Epistle: 2 Cor. 11:31—12:9 

(RSV) 

Brethren, the God and Father of the 

Lord Jesus, He Who is blessed 

forever, knows that I do not lie.  At 

Damascus, the governor under 

King Aretas guarded the city of 

Damascus in order to seize me, but 

I was let down in a basket through 

a window in the wall, and escaped 

his hands.  I must boast; there is 

nothing to be gained by it, but I will 

go on to visions and revelations of 

the Lord.  I know a man in Christ 

who 14 years ago was caught up to 

the third heaven—whether in the 

body or out of the body I do not 

know, God knows.  And I know 

that this man was caught up into 

Paradise—whether in the body or 

out of the body I do not know, God 

knows—and he heard things that 

cannot be told, which man may not 

utter.  On behalf of this man I will 

boast, but on my own behalf I will 

not boast, except of my 

weaknesses.  Though if I wish to 

boast, I shall not be a fool, for I 

shall be speaking the truth.  But I 

refrain from it, so that no one may 

think more of me than he sees in 

me or hears from me.  And to keep 

me from being too elated by the 

abundance of revelations, a thorn 

was given me in the flesh, a 

messenger of Satan, to harass me, 

to keep me from being too elated.  

Three times I besought the Lord 

about this, that it should leave me; 

but He said to me, ―My grace is 

sufficient for you, for My power is 

made perfect in weakness.‖  I will 

all the more gladly boast of my 

weaknesses, that the power of 

Christ may rest upon me. 

 

†Gospel: Luke 6:31–36 (RSV) 

The Lord said: ―As you wish that 

men would do to you, do so to 

them.  If you love those who love 

you, what credit is that to you?  For 

even sinners love those who love 

them.  And if you do good to those 

who do good to you, what credit is 

that to you?  For even sinners do 

the same.  And if you lend to those 

from whom you hope to receive, 

what credit is that to you?  Even 

sinners lend to sinners, to receive as 

much again.  But love your 

enemies, and do good, and lend, 

expecting nothing in return; and 

your reward will be great, and you 

will be sons of the Most High; for 

He is kind to the ungrateful and the 

selfish.  Be merciful, even as your 

Father is merciful.‖ 
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A Word 

from Our Fathers 
 

―The presence of shame in the 

mystery of confession is not only 

healthy and normal, but also 

confirms that repentance is offered 

from the heart—that it is voluntary 

and deeply humble. Whoever truly 

repents and confesses his 

transgressions takes full 

responsibility for them, without 

justifying himself as Adam did in 

Paradise. He does not blame God or 

his neighbor. Instead, he endures the 

shame of his sins with humility and 

courage. This act of devotion heals 

man by removing the malignant 

tumor of his pride.‖ 
(Archimandrite Zacharias) 
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