
Saintly Notes 
Righteous David of Thessalonika (June 26) 

 

Saint David was probably born in Mesopotamia around the year 450 AD 

and died in Thessaloniki sometime between 535 and 541. In Thessaloniki 

David became a monk at the Monastery of Sts. Theodore and Mercurius, 

otherwise known as Koukouliaton (Κουκουλιατῶν) Monastery, at a 

young age between the years 465-470. It was known as Koukouliaton 

because the monks wore cloaks for which it was known and which is 

depicted in the icons of the Saint.  

At the Monastery of Sts. Theodore and Mercurius Saint David lived 

a life of prayer, fasting, vigils, humility, meditation of the sacred 

Scripture and the cultivation of all the virtues. When the abbot of the 

monastery passed away, the monks of the monastery found David alone 

worthy to replace him due to his spiritual gifts. However David refused 

this honor, and instead decided to live his ascetic ordeals by climbing up 

an almond tree to the right of the church (the katholikon of the 

monastery) and living up there for three years. One source tells us that 

this tree was in between two churches within the monastery. For three 

years this Saint endured the most extreme trials like the Stylite Saints 

(some say he endured more because the tree offered him no rest due to its 

constant swaying in the high winds), enduring the bitter cold of the 

winter and the burning heat of the summer and fully exposed to all the 

elements of the weather. 

When those three difficult years passed, after instruction was given 

to him by an angel of the Lord to live in silence in a cell and he was 

foretold by this same angel that he would “accomplish one other act of 

love” before he died, Saint David came down from the almond tree and 

entered a cell that had been prepared by his disciples. 

Saint David's silence was interrupted sometime after 520 when 

Archbishop Dorotheos died. His successor, Archbishop Aristeides, 

together with a multitude of clergy and faithful came to the Saint's cell 

pleading that he travel to Constantinople so as to entreat Emperor 

Justinian (527-565) regarding the establishment of Justiniana Prima as 

the new capital of the Prefecture of Illyricum replacing Thessaloniki. 

[Returning by ship] from Constantinople to Thessaloniki, . . . he 

arrived at Thermes at a place called Emvolos (about 126 stadia from the 

Saint's cell), he gave up his spirit to the Lord after making his request 

known to his disciples that he be buried at his monastery. 
(Weblog of John Sanidopoulos) 

2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
June 26, 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consecration of Our New Temple: Coming October 23, 2011 



First Antiphon 
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 

Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Second Antiphon 
Refrain: O Son of God, Who art risen from 

the dead save us who sing to Thee. Alleluia. 

Third Antiphon 
Troparion of the Resurrection 

(Tone 1) 
While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and 

the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure 

body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O 

Savior, granting life to the world. For which 

cause the heavenly powers cried aloud unto 

Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy 

Resurrection O Christ, glory to Thy kingdom, 

glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone 

art the lover of mankind. 

Little Entrance 

† Entrance Hymn: “Come, let us worship 

and bow down before Christ . . . 

Alleluia.” 

† Troparion for the Resurrection (Tone 1) 

(See above) 

† Troparion for All Saints (Tone 4): As 

with fine porphyry and royal purple Thy 

Church has been adorned with Thy 

martyr’s blood shed throughout all the 

world. She cries to Thee, O Christ God, 

send down Thy bounties on Thy people, 

grant peace to Thy habitation and great 

mercy to our souls. 

† Kontakion for Ordinary Sundays (Tone 

2): O Protection of Christians that is not 

put to shame, unchanging Mediation 

before the Creator, despise not the voice 

of the sinners’ prayer, but in that thou art 

good, come quickly to help us who call 

upon thee in faith. Make speed to 

intercede and make haste to supplicate, O 

Theotokos, who dost ever protect those 

that honor thee. 

The Trisagion 
Holy God, Holy Mighty . . .  Alleluia. 

Scripture 
for today and next Sunday 

Today: (See insert) 

Next Sunday: 

    Epistle: Rom. 5:1–11 

    Gospel: Matt. 6:22–33 

Megalynarion (Tone 8) 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee . . . 

Communion Hymn 
(Tone 8) 

Praise the Lord from the heavens . . . Alleluia. 

Post-Communion 

Hymn 
We have seen the true light . . . 

Parish Notes 

Altar Servers Today 

Ethan Haynes, Rim Gibrealfa, John Pridgen, 
Jonah Sieck, Michael Fogg, Justin Fogg, 
Aidan Labrozzi. 

Special Attention 

 Vacations. Please remember as you go 
on vacations and recreational outings 
this summer that worship of God is still 
possible and will make your vacation 
even more joyful. If you would like a 
list of Antiochian churches near your 
vacation spot please see Fr. Nicholas. 

 Summer Offerings. It is sometimes 
true that our offerings go down during 
the summer months. The parish 
expenses however, remain the same. 
Please remember to faithfully send in 
your tithes and offerings for both the 
general fund and the building fund. 
Pre-addressed envelopes are available 
in the narthex. 

 New Iconography. We thank God for 
our beautiful and edifying new icons. 

John Filippakis, our iconographer, 
finished on Tuesday last week, and we 
were able to celebrate the feast of the 
Nativity of St. John the Baptism with 
the new icons on Thursday evening. All 
of the money for the present icons 
($49,000) was generously donated by 
our members to the glory of God. No 
funds were taken from the general 
offering. As you can see there are 
many icons remaining to be written on 
the iconostasis. In the near future a list 
of the remaining icons and their cost 
will be published so that others will 
have a chance to participate in the 
completion of the iconostasis, the nave, 
and the sanctuary. 

 Care of the New Icons. Our new icons 
may be venerated, although normally 
the icons on the stands in front of the 
iconostasis will be more convenient. 
However, we must take reasonable 
care to keep them clean and 
undamaged. Ladies, please remove 
your lipstick before venerating any 
icon but most especially the 
handwritten ones. Parents make sure 
that your children’s hands are clean 
before they touch an icon. If we just 
take these simple precautions we will 
preserve our new iconography for 
many generations. 

 Consecration of Our Temple, Altar, 
and Iconostasis. As you know on 
October 23rd our Bishop Antoun will 
visit us to consecrate our church and 
altar to the glory of our God, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. 
    We have waited so that we would 
have at least the beginning hand 
written icons on the iconostasis and in 
the dome and apse. The permanent 
altar will be the next piece to be 
constructed by John Hawranick and the 
“Brotherhood of the Iconostas.” Bishop 
Antoun will place a relic of St. Raphael 
of Brooklyn in this permanent altar 
during the consecration service. 
    Plans for this very special and 
significant day in the life of our parish 
are currently being made. Please mark 
the weekend of the 22nd and 23rd of 
October as an absolute “must 
attend.” We would like our entire 
membership and all our friends to be 
present.   

2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
 

All Saints Orthodox Church, Raleigh NC 

(www.allsaintsnc.org) 

919-859-1332 

 

The V. Rev. Nicholas R. A. Sorensen, Archpriest 

The Rev. David Keim, Deacon                                  June 26, 2011 

The Saints Whom We Remember 

Righteous David of Thessalonika; John, bishop of Gothia; 

Martyr David of St. Anna Skete on Mount Athos 

This Week’s Schedule 

Today:  9:00a Orthros; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 

Monday: Church Office Closed 

Tuesday: 6:30p Eve. Div. Liturgy for Sts. Peter and Paul (End of Apostles 

Fast following Liturgy) 

Wednesday: 9:15a 3
rd

 Hour Prayer; 6:30p Vespers 

Saturday: 5:30p Great Vespers 

Sunday:  9:00a Orthros; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 



Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings 

Prokeimenon: 

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon 

us. 

Rejoice in the Lord, O ye 

righteous. 

†Epistle: Rom. 2:10–16 (RSV) 

Brethren, glory and honor and 

peace for everyone who does good, 

the Jew first and also the Greek.  

For God shows no partiality.  All 

who have sinned without the Law 

will also perish without the Law, 

and all who have sinned under the 

Law will be judged by the Law.  

For it is not the hearers of the Law 

who are righteous before God, but 

the doers of the Law who will be 

justified.  When Gentiles who have 

not the Law do by nature what the 

Law requires, they are a law to 

themselves, even though they do 

not have the Law.  They show that 

what the Law requires is written on 

their hearts, while their conscience 

also bears witness and their 

conflicting thoughts accuse or 

perhaps excuse them on that day 

when, according to my gospel, 

God judges the secrets of men by 

Christ Jesus. 

 

†Gospel: Matt. 4:18–23 (RSV) 

At that time, as Jesus was 

walking by the Sea of Galilee, 

He saw two brothers, Simon who 

is called Peter and Andrew his 

brother, casting a net into the 

sea; for they were fishermen.  

And He said to them, “Follow 

Me, and I will make you fishers 

of men.”  Immediately they left 

their nets and followed Him.  

And going on from there He saw 

two other brothers, James the 

son of Zebedee and John his 

brother, in the boat with Zebedee 

their father, mending their nets, 

and He called them.  

Immediately they left the boat 

and their father, and followed 

Him.  And He went about all 

Galilee, teaching in their 

synagogues and preaching the 

gospel of the Kingdom and 

healing every disease and every 

infirmity among the people.
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A Word 

from Our Fathers  
“THE MISER SNEERS at the 

Gospel and is a deliberate 

transgressor. The man of charity 

spreads his money about him, but 

the man who claims to possess 

both charity and money is a self-

deceived fool. 

“The man who has conquered this 

vice [Avarice] has cut out care, but 

the man trapped by it can never 

pray freely to God.” 

(St. John Climacus) 
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