
 

Saintly Notes 
St. Thomas the Apostle (New Sunday) 

 

he Apostle Thomas was born in the Galilean city of Pansada 

and was a fisherman. Hearing the good tidings of Jesus 

Christ, he left all and followed after him. 

According to Holy Scripture, the holy Apostle Thomas did not 

believe the reports of the other disciples about the Resurrection of 

Jesus Christ: “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and 

put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into 

His side, I will not believe” (John 20:25). 

On the eighth day after the Resurrection, the Lord appeared to 

the Apostle Thomas and showed him His wounds. “My Lord and 

my God,” the Apostle cried out (John 20:28). “Thomas, being once 

weaker in faith than the other apostles,” says St John Chrysostom, 

“toiled through the grace of God more bravely, more zealously and 

tirelessly than them all, so that he went preaching over nearly all 

the earth, not fearing to proclaim the Word of God to savage 

nations.” 

Some icons depicting this event are inscribed “The Doubting 

Thomas.” This is incorrect. In Greek, the inscription reads, “The 

Touching of Thomas.” In Slavonic, it says, “The Belief of 

Thomas.” When St Thomas touched the Life-giving side of the 

Lord, he no longer had any doubts. 

According to Church Tradition, the holy Apostle Thomas 

founded Christian churches in Palestine, Mesopotamia, Parthia, 

Ethiopia and India. Church Tradition also indicates that Apostle 

Thomas baptized the Magi. Preaching the Gospel earned him a 

martyr's death. For having converted the wife and son of the 

Prefect of the Indian city of Meliapur (Melipur), the holy apostle 

was locked up in prison, suffered torture, and finally, pierced with 

five spears, he departed to the Lord. Part of the relics of the holy 

Apostle Thomas are in India, in Hungary and on Mt. Athos. 
                                                        (Orthodox Wiki) 
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Christ Is Risen! Truly He Is Risen! 



First Antiphon 
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 

Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Second Antiphon 
Refrain: O Son of God, Who art risen from 

the dead, save us who sing to Thee. 

Alleluia. 

Third Antiphon 
Troparion for Pascha (Tone 5) 

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling 

down Death by death; and upon those in the 

tombs, bestowing life! 

Little Entrance 

† Entrance Hymn: In the congregations 

bless God the Lord, from the springs of 

Israel. Save us, O Son of God, Who art 

risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: 

Alleluia. 

† Troparion for St. Thomas Sunday 

(Tone 7): While the tomb was sealed, 

Thou didst shine forth from it, O Light. 

While the doors were closed, Thou 

didst come in to Thy Disciples, O 

Christ God, Resurrection of all, 

renewing in us through them an upright 

spirit, according to the greatness of Thy 

mercy. 

† Kontakion of Pascha (Tone 8): O 

Down to the grave Thou descended 

Immortal Lord! Thou didst hurl Death 

from his throne of might, O Lord! 

Crowned as Victor didst Thou arise! 

Greeting the myrrh-bearers saying, 

Rejoice! And to Thine Apostles, gave 

Thy peace. Grant to the fallen, O Lord, 

to arise with Thee! 

The Trisagion 
Holy God, Holy Mighty . . . (3x) 

Scripture 
for today and next Sunday 

 Today: (See insert) 

 Next Sunday (April 29): 

    Epistle: Acts 6:1–7 

    Gospel: Mark 15:43—16:8 

Megalynarion (Tone 1) 

O most radiant lamp, the Theotokos, the 

immeasurable honor, which is more exalted 

than all creatures, with praises do we 

magnify thee. 

Communion Hymn 
(Tone 8) 

Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise thy 

God, O Zion. Alleluia. 

Post-Communion Hymn 
Troparion for Pascha (sung only one time) 

Parish Notes 

Altar Servers Today 

Gabriel Pope, Nicholas Kliewer, 

Benhur Samson, Nathaniel Unah, David 

Florea 

Special Attention  

 Remember Food for the Hungry. 
“When you do a charitable deed, do 
not let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing. That your 
charitable deed may be in secret; and 
your Father who sees in secret will 
Himself reward you openly.” (Matt. 
6:3-4) 

 Who Are Our 2012 High School 
and College Graduates?  If you, or 
someone in your family, is graduating 
from high school or college, please let 
Kh. Barbara know. We want to honor 
you after Liturgy in May. 

 Special Pascha Offering. This year 
the special Pascha offering will go to 
help purchase new vestments for 
Father Nicholas and Deacon David. 
Some of their vestments are wearing 

out and cannot be repaired. Vestment 
sets run from $800 to $1200 per set. 
May God bless you for your special 
Paschal offering. Please remember 
that this offering is always over and 
above what you normally give to the 
General Fund and to the Mortgage 
Fund (formerly the Building Fund). 

 Syrian Appeal. There will be offering 
trays in the back of the church this 
morning if you would like to donate to 
the Syrian Appeal that our 
Archdiocese and our Patriarch 
Ignatius are supporting (see insert 
letters). Please designate on your 
check or envelope “Syrian Appeal” 
and place in the trays. 
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The Saints Whom We Remember 

Theodore of Sykeon, bishop of Anastasiopolis; Apostle Nathanael; 

Martyr Nearchos; Vsevolod, prince of Pskov; and the Martyr Epipodios of Lyons 

This Week’s Schedule 

Today:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 

Mon.—Fri. Church Office Closed (Fr. Nicholas away) 

Monday: 7:00p Podcast Club (Parish Hall) 

Tuesday: 7:00p Podcast Club (Christopoulos Home) 

Wednesday:  6:30p Daily Vespers (Readers) 

Thursday: 7:00p Baby Shower (Parish Hall) 

Friday: 7:00 Podcast Club (Oara Home) 

Saturday: 2:00p SOYO Craft Making; 5:30p GreatVespers 

Sunday:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 



Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings 

Prokeimenon: 

Great is the Lord, and great is His 

power. 

Praise the Lord, for the Lord is 
good. 

†Epistle: Acts 5:12–20 

In those days, many signs and 

wonders were done among the people 

by the hands of the Apostles. And 

they were all together in Solomon’s 

Portico. None of the rest dared join 

them, but the people held them in 

high honor. And more than ever 

believers were added to the Lord, 

multitudes both of men and women, 

so that they even carried out the sick 

into the streets, and laid them on beds 

and pallets, that as Peter came by at 

least his shadow might fall on some of 

them. The people also gathered from 

the towns around Jerusalem, bringing 

the sick and those afflicted with 

unclean spirits, and they were all 

healed. But the high priest rose up and 

all who were with him, that is, the 

party of the Sadducees, and filled with 

jealousy they arrested the Apostles 

and put them in the common prison. 

But at night an angel of the Lord 

opened the prison doors and brought 

them out and said, “Go and stand in 

the temple and speak to the people all 

the words of this Life.” 

†Gospel: John 20:19–31 
On the evening of that day, the first 

day of the week, the doors being shut 
where the Disciples were, for fear of 

the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said to them, “Peace 

be with you.” When He had said this, 

He showed them His hands and His 

side. Then the Disciples were glad 

when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 

them again, “Peace be with you. As 

the Father has sent me, even so I send 

you.” And when He had said this, He 

breathed on them, and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, 

they are retained.” Now Thomas, one 

of the Twelve, called the Twin, was 

not with them when Jesus came. So 

the other Disciples told him, “We 

have seen the Lord.” But he said to 

them, “Unless I see in His hands the 

print of the nails, and place my finger 

in the mark of the nails, and place my 

hand in His side, I will not believe.” 

Eight days later, His Disciples were 

again in the house, and Thomas was 

with them. The doors were shut, but 

Jesus came and stood among them, 

and said, “Peace be with you.” Then 

He said to Thomas, “Put your finger 

here, and see My hands; and put out 

your hand, and place it in my side; do 

not be faithless, but believing.” 

Thomas answered Him, “My Lord 

and my God!” Jesus said to him, 

“Have you believed because you have 

seen Me? Blessed are those who have 

not seen and yet believe.” Now Jesus 

did many other signs in the presence 

of the Disciples, which are not written 

in this book; but these are written that 

you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that 

believing you may have life in His 

Name. 
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A Word 

from Our Fathers  

“THE FIRST and essential fruit of 

all Christian life and spirituality, so 

manifest in the Saints, is the feeling 

and the awareness not of any 

‘worthiness,’ but of unworthiness. 

The closer one is to God the more 

conscious he becomes of the 

ontological unworthiness of all 

creatures before God, of the totally 

free gift of God. Such genuine 

spirituality is absolutely 

incompatible with any idea of 

‘merit,’ of anything that could make 

us, in itself and by itself, ‘worthy’ 

of that gift.” 

 (Fr. Alexander Schmemann, Great Lent) 
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