
Saintly Notes 
Meletios, Archbishop of Antioch (February 12) 

 

his holy Father, who was from Meletine of Armenia, was a blameless man, 

just, reverent, sincere, and most gentle. Consecrated Bishop of Sebaste in 

357, he was later banished from his throne and departed for Beroea of Syria (this 

is the present-day Aleppo). After the Arian bishop of Antioch had been deposed, 

the Orthodox and the Arians each strove to have a man of like mind with 

themselves become the next Bishop of Antioch. Meletius was highly esteemed 

by all, and since the Arians believed him to share their own opinion, they had 

him raised to the throne of Antioch. As soon as he had taken the helm of the 

Church of Antioch, however, he began preaching the Son's consubstantiality 

with the Father. At this, the archdeacon, an Arian, put his hand over the bishop's 

mouth; Meletius then extended three fingers towards the people, closed them, 

and extended one only, showing by signs the equality and unity of the Trinity. 

The embarrassed archdeacon then seized his hand, but released his mouth, and 

Meletius spoke out even more forcibly in defense of the Council of Nicea. 

Shortly after, he was banished by the Arian Emperor Constantius, son of Saint 

Constantine the Great. After the passage of time, he was recalled to his throne, 

but was banished again the third time by Valens. It was Saint Meletius who 

ordained Saint John Chrysostom reader and deacon in Antioch (see Nov. 13). He 

lived until the Second Ecumenical Council in 381 (which was convoked against 

Macedonius, Patriarch of Constantinople, the enemy of the Holy Spirit), over 

which he presided, being held in great honor as a zealot of the Faith and a 

venerable elder hierarch. 

Some time before, when the Emperor Gratian had made the Spanish General 

Theodosius commander-in-chief of his armies in the war against the barbarians, 

Theodosius had a dream in which he saw Meletius, whom he had never met, 

putting upon him the imperial robe and crown. Because of Theodosius's 

victories, Gratian made him Emperor of the East in Valens's stead in 379. When, 

as Emperor, Saint Theodosius the Great convoked the Second Ecumenical 

Council in Constantinople two years later, he forbade that anyone should tell 

him who Meletius was; and as soon as he saw him, he recognized him, ran to 

him with joy, embraced him before all the other bishops, and told him of his 

dream. 

While at the Council, Saint Meletius fell ill and reposed a short while after. 

Saint Gregory of Nyssa, among others, gave a moving oration at his funeral; 

bewailing the loss of him whom all loved as a father, he said, "Where is that 

sweet serenity of his eyes? Where that bright smile upon his lips? Where that 

kind right hand, with fingers outstretched to accompany the benediction of the 

mouth?" (PG 46:8-6). And he lamented, "Our Elias has been caught up, and no 

Elisseus is left behind in his place." (ibid., 860). The holy relics of Saint 

Meletius were returned to Antioch and were buried beside Saint Babylas the 

Martyr (see Sept. 4), in the Church dedicated to the Martyr which Meletius, in 

his zeal for the Martyr's glory, had helped build with his own hands. 

(The Prologue from Ochrid) 
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The Prodigal Son 



First Antiphon 
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 

Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Second Antiphon 
Refrain: O Son of God, Who art risen from 

the dead, save us who sing to Thee. 

Alleluia. 

Third Antiphon 
Resurrectional Troparion (Tone 2) 

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, 

O Thou deathless and immortal One, then 

Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly 

power. And when Thou didst raise the dead 

from beneath the earth, all the powers of 

Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, 

Thou giver of life, glory to Thee. 

Little Entrance 

† Entrance Hymn: ―Come, let us 

worship and bow down before Christ 

 . . . Alleluia.‖ 

† Resurrectional Troparion (Tone 2): 

See above. 

† Troparion of All Saints(Tone 4): As 

with fine porphyry and royal purple 

Thy Church has been adorned with Thy 

martyr‘s blood shed throughout all the 

world. She cries to Thee, O Christ God, 

send down Thy bounties on Thy 

people, grant peace to Thy habitation 

and great mercy to our souls. 

† Kontakion for the Prodigal Son 

(Tone 3): When I disobeyed in 

ignorance Thy Fatherly glory, I wasted 

in iniquities the riches that Thou gavest 

me. Wherefore, I cry to Thee with the 

voice of the prodigal son, saying, I 

have sinned before Thee, O 

compassionate Father, receive me 

repentant, and make me as one of Thy 

hired servants. 

The Trisagion 
Holy God, Holy Mighty . . .  Alleluia. 

Scripture 
for today and next Sunday 

 Today: (See insert) 

 Next Sunday (February 19): 

    Epistle: 1 Cor. 8:8—9:2 

    Gospel: Matt. 25:31–46 

Megalynarion (Tone 8) 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee . . . 

Communion Hymn 
(Tone 8) 

Praise the Lord from the heavens . . . 

Alleluia. 

Post-Communion Hymn 
We have seen the true light . . . 

Parish Notes 

Altar Servers Today 

Del Dillard, Noah Keim, Micah Keim, 

Asa Keim, Roger Jones, Josiah Webster 

Special Attention 

 Remember Church School and 
Adult Class. Please come and study 

the Orthodox Christian Faith. Classes 
for Preschool thru Adults. 

 Adult Class to Study Great Lent by 
Fr. Alexander Schmemann. All 

Adults in our parish are welcome to 
attend. Class begins about 9:15am in 
the Nave. 

 Parents Please Help. We have had 

some reports of unsupervised 
children coming back to the empty 
nave and church school rooms to run 
around and to play during the coffee 
hour. While we want everyone to feel 
at home in the church, at the same 
time we must teach our children how 
to respect church property and how to 
act when in the presence of the holy 
things. Parents and adults are the 
teachers and if the children are 
unsupervised then no teaching will 
take place. 

    *The Nave is for worship and 
prayer not for running wild and 
playing. 
    *The church school rooms are for 
teaching and learning not for playing 
hide and seek. 
    *The exterior of the church should 
reflect what is inside the church and 
beckon people to come in; it is not a 
blank canvas for muddy hand prints 
and graffiti. 
    *No one (adult or child) should 
ever enter the altar area unless 
invited by a member of the clergy. 
    ***Parents and adults please 
teach the children well by word 
and example.*** 

 Women’s Bible Study. Women's 
Bible Study Fellowship will be held on 
Saturday, February 18, 9-11 am in 
the parish hall. Since it's the day 
before Meat Fare Sunday, feel free to 
bring brunchy meat dishes to share. 
Also, please bring your Bible and a 
copy of "What Orthodox Christians 
Believe,' if you have one. ALL women 
are welcome!   

Sunday of the Prodigal Son 
 

All Saints Orthodox Church, Raleigh NC 
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The V. Rev. Nicholas R. A. Sorensen, Archpriest 

The Rev. David Keim, Deacon                         February 12, 2012 

The Saints Whom We Remember 

Meletios, archbishop of Antioch; New-martyr Christos of Constantinople; 

Alexis, metropolitan of Moscow 

This Week’s Schedule 

Today:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 

Monday: Church Office Closed 
Wednesday:  9:15a 3

rd
 Hour Prayers; 6:30p Daily Vespers 

Saturday: 10:00a Div. Liturgy for Soul‘s Saturday; 12:00noon Women‘s 

Bible Study; 5:30p Great Vespers 

Sunday:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 



Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings 

Prokeimenon: 

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon 

us. 

Rejoice in the Lord, O ye 

righteous. 

†Epistle: 1 Cor. 6:12–20 

Brethren, all things are lawful for 

me, but not all things are helpful. 

All things are lawful for me, but I 

will not be enslaved by anything. 

Food is meant for the stomach 

and the stomach for food; but 

God will destroy both one and 

the other. The body is not meant 

for immorality, but for the Lord, 

and the Lord for the body. And 

God raised the Lord and will also 

raise us up by His power. Do you 

not know that your bodies are 

members of Christ? Shall I 

therefore take the members of 

Christ and make them members 

of a prostitute? Never! Do you 

not know that he who joins 

himself to a prostitute becomes 

one body with her? For, as it is 

written, ―The two shall become 

one flesh.‖ But he who is united 

to the Lord becomes one spirit 

with Him. Shun immorality. 

Every other sin which a man 

commits is outside the body; but 

the immoral man sins against his 

own body. Do you not know that 

your body is a temple of the Holy 

Spirit within you, which you 

have from God? You are not 

your own; you were bought with 

a price. So glorify God in your 

body, and in your spirit, which 

are God‘s. 

†Gospel: Luke 15:11–32 
The Lord spoke this parable: 

―There was a man who had two 

sons; and the younger of them 

said to his father, ‗Father, give 

me the share of property that falls 

to me.‘ And he divided his living 

between them. Not many days 

later, the younger son gathered 

all he had and took his journey 

into a far country, and there he 

squandered his property in loose 

living. And when he had spent 

everything, a great famine arose 

in that country, and he began to 

be in want. So he went and 

joined himself to one of the 

citizens of that country, who sent 

him into his fields to feed swine. 

And he would gladly have fed on 

the pods that the swine ate; and 

no one gave him anything. But 

when he came to himself he said, 

‗How many of my father‘s hired 

servants have bread enough and 

to spare, but I perish here with 

hunger! I will arise and go to my 

father, and I will say to him, 

―Father, I have sinned against 

heaven and before you; I am no 

longer worthy to be called your 

son; treat me as one of your hired 

servants.‖‘  
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And he arose and came to his 

father. But while he was yet at a 

distance, his father saw him and 

had compassion, and ran and 

embraced him and kissed him. 

And the son said to him, ‗Father, 

I have sinned against heaven and 

before you; I am no longer 

worthy to be called your son.‘ 

But the father said to his 

servants, ‗Bring quickly the best 

robe, and put it on him; and put a 

ring on his hand, and shoes on 

his feet; and bring the fatted calf 

and kill it, and let us eat and 

make merry; for this my son was 

dead, and is alive again; he was 

lost, and is found.‘ And they 

began to make merry. Now his 

elder son was in the field; and as 

he came and drew near to the 

house, he heard music and 

dancing. And he called one of the 

servants and asked what this 

meant. And he said to him, ‗Your 

brother has come, and your father 

has killed the fatted calf, because 

he has received him safe and 

sound.‘ But he was angry and 

refused to go in. His father came 

out and entreated him, but he 

answered his father, ‗Lo, these 

many years I have served you, 

and I never disobeyed your 

command; yet you never gave 

me a kid that I might make merry 

with my friends. But when this 

son of yours came, who has 

devoured your living with 

harlots, you killed for him the 

fatted calf!‘ And he said to him, 

‗Son, you are always with me, 

and all that is mine is yours. It 

was fitting to make merry and be 

glad, for this your brother was 

dead, and is alive; he was lost, 

and is found.‘‖ 
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A Word 

from Our Fathers  

―ON EASTER, we celebrate Christ‘s 

Resurrection as something that happened and 

still happens to us. For each one of us 

received the gift of that new life and the 

power to accept it and to live by it. It is a gift 

which radically alters our attitude toward 

everything in this world, including death. It 

makes it possible for us to joyfully affirm: 

‗Death is no more!‘ Oh, death is still there, to 

be sure, and we still face it and someday it 

will come and take us. But it is our whole 

faith that by His own death Christ changed 

the very nature of death, made it a passage—

a ‗passover,‘ a ‗Pascha‘—into the Kingdom 

of God, transforming the tragedy of tragedies 

into the ultimate victory.‖ 

 (Fr. Alexander Schmemann, Great Lent) 
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