
 

 

 

Saintly Notes 
The Three Hierarchs: Basil the Great, Gregory the 

Theologian & John Chrysostom (January 30) 

 

ach of these saints have their own feast day. St. Basil the 

Great, January 1; St. Gregory the Theologian, January 25; and 

St. John Chrysostom, January 27. This combined feast day, 

January 30, was instituted in the eleventh century during the reign 

of Emperor Alexius Comnenus. 

At one time a debate arose among the people concerning who of 

the three is the greatest? Some extolled Basil because of his purity 

and courage; others extolled Gregory for his unequaled depth and 

lofty mind in theology; still others extolled Chrysostom because of 

his eloquence and clarity in expounding the Faith. Thus some were 

called Basilians, others Gregorgians, and the third were called 

Johannites. 

This debate was settled by Divine Providence to the benefit of 

the Church and to an even greater glory of the three saints. Bishop 

John of Euchaita (June 14) had a vision in a dream: At first, all 

three of these saints appeared to him separately in great glory and 

indescribable beauty, and after that all three appeared together. 

They said to him, ―As you see, we are one in God and there is 

nothing contradictory in us; neither is there a first or a second 

among us.‖ The saints also advised Bishop John that he write a 

common service for them and to order a common feast day of 

celebration. Following this wonderful vision, the debate was 

settled in this manner: January 30 would be designated as the 

common feast of these three hierarchs. The Greeks consider this 

feast not only an ecclesiastical feast but their greatest national 

school holiday.  

(The Prologue from Ochrid) 

The Three Great Hierarchs and Ecumenical Teachers: 

Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian & John Chrysostom  
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Glory Be to God for All Things 



First Antiphon 
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 

Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Second Antiphon 

Refrain: O Son of God, Who art risen 

from the dead; save us who sing to Thee. 

Alleluia. 

Third Antiphon 
Resurrectional Troparion (Tone 3) 
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be 

glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act 
with His own arm. He hath trampled 

down death by death, and became the 
first-born from the dead. He hath 

delivered us from the depths of Hades, 
granting the world the Great Mercy. 

Little Entrance 

† Entrance Hymn: ―Come, let us 

worship and bow down before Christ 
. . . Alleluia.‖ 

† Troparion of the Resurrection 
(Tone 3): See above. 

† Troparion for the Three Hierarchs  

(Tone 1): The three most great 
luminaries of the Three-Sun Divinity 

have illumined all of the world with 
the rays of doctrines divine and true; 

they are the sweetly-flowing rivers 
of wisdom, who with godly 

knowledge have watered all creation 
in clear and mighty streams: The 

great and sacred Basil, and the 
Theologian, wise Gregory, together 

with the renowned John, the famed 
Chrysostom of golden speech. Let us 

all who love their divinely-wise 
words come together, honoring them 

with hymns; for ceaselessly they 

offer entreaty for us to the Trinity. 

† Troparion for All Saints (Tone 4): 

As with fine porphyry and royal 
purple Thy Church has been adorned 

with Thy martyr’s blood shed 
throughout all the world. She cries to 

Thee, O Christ God, send down Thy 
bounties on Thy people, grant peace 

to Thy habitation and great mercy to 
our souls. 

† Kontakion for the Presentation of 

Christ (Tone 1): Thou, O Christ 
God, Who by Thy Birth, didst 

sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as 
is meet, didst bless Simeon’s arms, 

and didst also come to save us; 
preserve Thy fold in wars, and 

confirm them whom Thou didst love, 
for Thou alone art the Lover of 

mankind. 

The Trisagion 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy 

Immortal . . .  

Scripture 
for today and next Sunday 

Today: (See insert) 

Next Sunday: 

    Epistle: 2 Cor. 6:16—7:1 
    Gospel: Matt. 15:21–28 

Megalynarion (Tone 8) 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee . . . 

Communion Hymn 
(Tone 8) 

Praise ye the Lord. . . . Alleluia. 

Post-Communion 

Hymn 
We have seen the true light . . . 

Parish Notes 

Altar Servers Today 

Ethan Haynes, Rim Gibrealfa, John 
Pridgen, Jonah Sieck, Michael Fogg, 
Justin Fogg, Aidan Labrozzi. 

Special Attention 

 Proper Reception of Christ’s Body 
and Blood. Just a reminder that only 

Orthodox Christians who have 
prepared themselves with fasting (if 
physically and medically able—from 
12 midnight until receiving 

communion) and with a recent 
confession (this must be determined 
between you and your spiritual 

father) may receive the Body and 
Blood of Christ from the chalice. Also 
it is our practice that no one should 
receive communion if they come into 
the Divine Liturgy after the reading of 

the Gospel. 

 Remember: No Food or Drink In 
the Narthex or Nave of the New 
Temple. 

 Main Dome and Bell Tower 
Crosses Are Up. If you haven’t 
already noticed, all our exterior 
crosses are now in place on the 
temple. thus completing the exterior 
of our new building. “Glory be to God 
for all things.” 

 Adult Class on Sunday. Every adult 
in our parish is welcome to attend the 
adult class that meets with Fr. 
Nicholas at 9:00am on Sunday 
morning in the nave. The class is 
currently studying some of the 

Psalms. 
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The Saints Whom We Remember 

Hieromartyr Hippolytos, pope of Rome; Virgin-martyr Chrissa of Rome; 

New-martyr Theodore of Mitylene; Julian, priest of Aegina 

This Week’s Schedule 

Today:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 

Monday: Church Office Closed 
Tuesday: 10:00a Akathist for Children; 6:30p Eve. Div. Liturgy for the 

Presentation of Our Lord. 

Wednesday: 9:15a Third Hour Prayer; 6:30p Daily Vespers 

Saturday: 5:30a Great Vespers 

Sunday:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 



Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings 

Prokeimenon: 

Their sound hath gone forth into all 

the earth. 

The heavens declare the glory of 

God. 

†Epistle: Heb. 13:7–16 (RSV) 

Brethren, remember your leaders, 

those who spoke to you the word 

of God; consider the outcome of 

their lives, and imitate their faith. 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 

and today and forever. Do not be 

led away by diverse and strange 

teachings; for it is well that the 

heart be strengthened by grace, not 

by foods, which have not benefited 

their adherents. We have an altar 

from which those who serve the 

tent have no right to eat. For the 

bodies of those animals whose 

blood is brought into the sanctuary 

by the high priest as a sacrifice for 

sin are burned outside the camp. 

So Jesus also suffered outside the 

gate in order to sanctify the people 

through His own blood. Therefore, 

let us go forth to Him outside the 

camp and bear the abuse He 

endured. For here we have no 

lasting city, but we seek the city 

which is to come. Through Him 

then let us continually offer up a 

sacrifice of praise to God, that is, 

the fruit of lips that acknowledge 

His Name. Do not neglect to do 

good and to share what you have, 

for such sacrifices are pleasing to 

God. 

 

†Gospel: Luke 19:1–10 (RSV) 

At that time, Jesus entered 

Jericho and was passing through.  

And there was a man named 

Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax 

collector, and rich.  And he 

sought to see Who Jesus was, 

but could not, on account of the 

crowd, because he was small of 

stature.  So he ran on ahead and 

climbed up into a sycamore tree 

to see Jesus, for He was to pass 

that way.  And when Jesus came 

to the place, He looked up and 

said to him, ―Zacchaeus, make 

haste and come down; for I must 

stay at your house today.‖  So he 

made haste and came down, and 

received Him joyfully.  And 

when they saw it they all 

murmured, ―He has gone in to be 

the guest of a man who is a 

sinner.‖  And Zacchaeus stood 

and said to the Lord, ―Behold, 

Lord, the half of my goods I give 

to the poor; and if I have 

defrauded anyone of anything, I 

restore it fourfold.‖  And Jesus 

said to him, ―Today salvation 

has come to this house, since he 

also is a son of Abraham; for the 

Son of man came to seek and to 

save the lost.‖
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A Word 

from Our Fathers 
 

―Do not allow the spark of 

discord and enmity to smolder. 

The longer you wait, the more 

the enemy tries to cause 

confusion among you. Be 

watchful, so that he does not 

mock you. Humility destroys all 

of his schemes.‖ 

 

―By sinning before God we lose 

peace; but by repentance peace 

returns, through the mercy of 

God. We also lose peace when 

we are grieved and quarrel with 

people; but when we extinguish 

this flame with self-reproach, 

then peace reigns.‖ 
(St. Marcarius of Optina) 
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