
Saintly Notes 
Venerable Paul of Thebes & John the Hut-

Dweller (January 15) 

 

aul was born of wealthy parents in Lower Thebes in Egypt during the 

reign of Emperor Decius. Paul, along with his sister, inherited all the 

property of their parents. But his brother-in-law, an idolater, wanted to 

confiscate Paul's share of the property and threatened to betray Paul before 

the judge as a Christian if he did not cede his property to him. On one hand, 

that misfortune and on the other hand those heroic examples of self-

sacrifices of Christian martyrs which Paul saw with his own eyes motivated 

him to give his share of the property to his sister and he, as a pauper, 

withdrew into the desert where he lived an ascetical life until his death. To 

what spiritual heights this ascetical giant reached is witnessed by no less a 

person than St. Anthony the Great who, at one time, visited Paul and saw 

how the wild beasts and birds of heaven ministered to him. Returning from 

this visit, Anthony said to his monks, "Woe is me, my children! A sinful and 

false monk that I am, a monk only in name. I saw Elijah, I saw John in the 

wilderness and, in truth, I saw Paul in Paradise!" St. Paul lived one-hundred 

thirteen years and peacefully died in the Lord in the year 342 A.D. 

 
ohn was born in Constantinople of wealthy and distinguished parents 

during the reign of Leo I. He was the only child of his parents. Drawn 

by the inclination for the spiritual life, the young John secretly fled with a 

monk to a monastery in Asia Minor. In this monastery he remained for six 

years in the greatest restraint, prayer and obedience toward the abbot. Then 

the devil assailed him with temptation that he should leave the monastery 

and return home to his parents and there to live with them as a nobleman. 

Indeed, he returned to the home of his parents dressed as a beggar. He saw 

his parents, but did not introduce himself. He took up lodging as a beggar in 

their courtyard, living, so to say, from the crumbs which the servants threw 

to him and enduring many ridicules from everyone. As such, John lived for 

three years constantly praying to God that He save the souls of his father and 

mother. When John fell ill and sensed death approaching, he made himself 

known to his parents who recognized him by a precious book of the Gospels 

which they had given him in his childhood and which he had kept for 

himself as his only possession. And so, this young man, even though he was 
very wealthy, defeated the devil and saved his soul and the souls of his 

parents. He died in the Lord about the year 450 A.D. 

(The Prologue from Ochrid) 
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St. John the Hut-Dweller & Venerable Paul of Thebes 



First Antiphon 
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 

Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Second Antiphon 
Refrain: O Son of God, Who wast baptized 

by John in the Jordan save us who sing to 

Thee. Alleluia. 

Third Antiphon 
Resurrectional Troparion (Tone 6) 

When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking 

for Thy sacred body, angelic powers 

shone above Thy revered tomb; and the 

soldiers who were to keep guard 

became as dead men. Thou led Hades 

captive and wast not tempted thereby. 

Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst 

give life to the world, O Thou, Who art 

risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to 

Thee. 

Little Entrance 

† Entrance Hymn: “Come, let us 

worship and bow down before Christ 

 . . . Alleluia.” 

† Resurrectional Troparion (Tone 6): 

See above. 

† Troparion of St. Paul of Thebes 

(Tone 8): The barren wilderness thou 

didst make fertile with the streams of 

thy tears; and by thy deep sighing thou 

hast given fruit through thy struggles a 

hundredfold. Accordingly, thou hast 

become a star for the universe, 

sparkling with miracles. Therefore, O 

righteous Father Paul, intercede with 

Christ God to save our souls. 

† Troparion of St. John the Hut-Dweller 

(Tone 4): Since thou hadst with fervor 

longed after the Lord from thy youth, 

thou leftest the world with its delights 

and nobly didst strive in valiant ascetic 

deeds. Thou didst pitch thy hut before 

the gates of thy parents; thou didst 

break the demons’ snares, O all-blessed 

Father. And therefore, as is meet, hath 

Christ glorified thee, O John. 

† Troparion of All Saints(Tone 4): As 

with fine porphyry and royal purple 

Thy Church has been adorned with Thy 

martyr’s blood shed throughout all the 

world. She cries to Thee, O Christ God, 

send down Thy bounties on Thy 

people, grant peace to Thy habitation 

and great mercy to our souls. 

† Kontakion of the Presentation of 

Christ (Tone 1): Thou, O Christ God, 

Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the 

Virgin’s womb, and, as is meet, didst 

bless Simeon’s arms, and didst also 

come to save us; preserve Thy fold in 

wars, and confirm them whom Thou 

didst love, for Thou alone art the Lover 

of mankind. 

The Trisagion 
Holy God, Holy Mighty . . .  Alleluia. 

Scripture 
for today and next Sunday 

Today: (See insert) 

Next Sunday (January 22): 

    Epistle: 1 Tim. 4:9–15 

    Gospel: Luke 19:1–10 

Megalynarion (Tone 8) 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee . . . 

Communion Hymn 
(Tone 8) 

Praise the Lord from the heavens . . . 

Alleluia. 

Post-Communion Hymn 
We have seen the true light . . . 

Parish Notes 

Altar Servers Today 

Rim Gibrealfa, John Pridgen, Jonah 
Sieck, Michael Fogg, Justin Fogg, Aidan 
Labrozzi. 

Special Attention 

 Remember Church School and 
Adult Class. Please come and study 
the Orthodox Christian Faith. Classes 
for Preschool thru Adults. 

 Epiphany House Blessings. If you 

would like for Fr. Nicholas to bless 
your home this year please sign up 
during one of the 5 days that he will 
be in your area. Sign-up sheets are 
located on the wall in the parish hall.  

 Adult Class to Study Some of The 
Writings of the Apostolic Fathers. 

These are ancient Christian 
documents that were widely used and 
often quoted in the early Church and 
in the Church today. All adults are 
welcome. Class meets Sunday in the 
Nave from ~9:10a to ~9:50a. 

 Women’s Bible Study. All women 
are invited to our Bible Study 
Fellowship on Saturday, January 28, 
9-11 am in our parish hall. Please 
bring your Bible, your copy of "What 
Orthodox Believe," and a brunch-type 
dish to share. 

 Dear Parishioners, On behalf of The 
St. Thekla Ladies, we wish to express 
our deep appreciation to all for your 
donations and support in again 
helping to make this year a success.  
We began slowly, but we came out 
with a bang!!!!!!!!!! As I have said 
many times, our church family is 
unique, and  the parishioners always 
support whatever our Parish needs. 
Our deep gratitude to our lovely 
ladies, who donated supplies and 
their time to help bake and package 
the many dozens made. 
   To Father Nicholas, our many 
thanks for all the labels he made and 
for being our official taster of the 
pastry (which he enjoys and 
sometimes says they are Danish). 
   We will present prizes to the 
winners of the Baklawa contest, and 
a summary of our project this 
morning. Thank you all. 
    Christ is in our hearts, 
                          Mary Elizabeth 
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The Saints Whom We Remember 

Venerable Martyr Pansophios of Alexandria; Venerable Gabriel of Lesnovo 

This Week’s Schedule 

Today:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 

Monday: Church Office Closed; 6:30p Eve. Div. Lit for St. Anthony 

Wednesday:  9:15a 3
rd

 Hour Prayers; 6:30p Vespers 

Thurs.-Fri. Church Office Closed 

Saturday: 5:30p Great Vespers 

Sunday:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 



Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings 

Prokeimenon: 

O Lord, how manifold are Thy 

works; in wisdom hast Thou 

made them all. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

†Epistle: Col. 3:4–11 

Brethren, when Christ, Who is 

our life, appears, then you also 

will appear with Him in glory. 

Put to death therefore what is 

earthly in you: fornication, 

impurity, passion, evil desire, 

and covetousness, which is 

idolatry. On account of these the 

wrath of God is coming. In these 

you once walked, when you lived 

in them. But now put them all 

away: anger, wrath, malice, 

slander, and foul talk from your 

mouth. Do not lie to one another, 

seeing that you have put off the 

old nature with its practices, and 

have put on the new nature, 

which is being renewed in 

knowledge after the image of its 

creator. Here there cannot be 

Greek and Jew, circumcised and 

uncircumcised, barbarian, 

Scythian, slave, free man, but 

Christ is all, and in all. 

†Gospel: Luke 17:12–19 
At that time, as Jesus entered a 

village, He was met by ten 

lepers, who stood at a distance 

and lifted up their voices and 

said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy 

on us.” When He saw them, He 

said to them, “Go and show 

yourselves to the priests.” And as 

they went they were cleansed. 

Then one of them, when he saw 

that he was healed, turned back, 

praising God with a loud voice; 

and he fell on his face at Jesus’ 

feet, giving Him thanks. Now he 

was a Samaritan. Then said 

Jesus, “Were not ten cleansed? 

Where are the nine? Was no one 

found to return and give praise to 

God except this foreigner?” And 

He said to Him, “Rise and go 

your way; your faith has made 

you well.” 
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A Word 

from Our Fathers  

 “LET ALL, THEREFORE, accept the 

same attitude as God and respect one 

another, and let no one regard his 

neighbor in merely human terms but in 

Jesus Christ love one another always. 

Let there be nothing among you which 

is capable of dividing you, but be united 

with the bishop and with those who 

lead, as an example and a lesson of 

incorruptibility. 

 (St. Ignatius of Antioch, 1
st
 Century) 
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