
Saintly Notes 
St. Basil the Great (January 1) 

 

asil was born during the reign of Emperor 

Constantine. While still unbaptized, Basil spent 

fifteen years in Athens where he studied philosophy, 

rhetoric, astronomy and all other secular sciences of that 

time. 

His colleagues at that time were Gregory the 

Theologian and Julian, later the apostate emperor. In his 

mature years he was baptized in the river Jordan along 

with Euvlios his former teacher. He was Bishop of 

Caesarea in Cappadocia for almost ten years and 

completed his earthly life fifty years after his birth. 

He was a great defender of Orthodoxy, a great light of 

moral purity, a religious zealot, a great theological mind, 

a great builder and pillar of the Church of God. Basil 

fully deserved the title "Great." In liturgical services, he 

is referred to as the "bee of the Church of Christ which 

brings honey to the faithful and with its stinger pricks the 

heretics." 

Numerous works of this Father of the Church are 

preserved; they include theological, apologetical, 

ascetical and canonical writings as well as the Holy and 

Divine Liturgy named after him. This Divine Liturgy is 

celebrated ten times throughout the year: the First of 

January, his feast day; on the eve of the Nativity of our 

Lord; on the eve of the Epiphany of our Lord; all 

Sundays of the Honorable Fast [Lenten Season], except 

Palm Sunday; on Great and Holy Thursday and on Great 

and Holy Saturday. 

St. Basil died peacefully on January 1, 379 A.D., and 

was translated into the Kingdom of Christ. 

(The Prologue from Ochrid) 
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St. Basil the Great 



First Antiphon 
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 

Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Second Antiphon 
Refrain: O Son of God, Who wast 

circumcised in the flesh save us who sing to 

Thee. Alleluia. 

Third Antiphon (Tone 1) 

I will sing of Thy mercies, O Lord, 

forever. With my mouth will I tell of 

Thy truth. Thou hast loved 

righteousness, and hated iniquity. 

 

Troparion of the Circumcision: O most 

compassionate Lord, while yet God 

after thine essence, thou didst take 

human likeness without 

transubstantiation; and having fulfilled 

the law thou didst accept willingly 

circumcision in the flesh, that thou 

mightest annul the shadowy signs and 

remove the veil of our passions. Glory 

to Thy goodness, glory to Thy 

compassion, glory to Thine ineffable 

condescension, O Word. 

Little Entrance 

† Entrance Hymn: ―Come, let us 

worship and bow down before Christ 

 . . . Alleluia.‖ 

† Resurrectional Troparion (Tone 4): 

Having learned the joyful message of 

the Resurrection from the angel the 

women disciples of the Lord cast from 

them their parental condemnation. And 

proudly broke the news to the 

Disciples, saying: Death hath been 

spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting 

the world Great Mercy. 

† Troparion for the Circumcision of 

Christ  (Tone 1): Great are the 

accomplishments of faith; for the three 

holy youths rejoiced in the fountain of 

flames as though at waters of rest. And 

the Prophet Daniel appeared a shepherd 

to the lions as though they were sheep. 

Wherefore, by their prayers, O Christ 

God, save our souls. 

† Troparion of St. Basil the Great: In all 

the earth that received thy sayings, thy 

melody did resound, O righteous father, 

through which thou didst go about and 

proclaim, as worthy of God, the nature 

of creatures, cultivating the character of 

mankind, O thou of kingly Priesthood, 

Basil. Wherefore, plead thou with 

Christ God to save our souls. 

† Troparion of All Saints(Tone 4): As 

with fine porphyry and royal purple 

Thy Church has been adorned with Thy 

martyr’s blood shed throughout all the 

world. She cries to Thee, O Christ God, 

send down Thy bounties on Thy 

people, grant peace to Thy habitation 

and great mercy to our souls. 

† Kontakion of the Circumcision (Tone 

3): The Master of all endureth 

humiliation and is circumcised for the 

iniquities of mankind; for He is good, 

and granteth salvation to the world. 

And in the highest the High Priest of 

the Creator, clothed with light, the 

divine initiate of Christ, Basil, 

rejoiceth. 

The Trisagion 
Holy God, Holy Mighty . . .  Alleluia. 

Scripture 
for today and next Sunday 

Today: (See insert) 

Next Sunday (January 8): 

    Epistle: Eph. 4:7–13 

    Gospel: Matt. 4:12–17 

Megalynarion (Tone 8) 

In thee rejoiceth all creation, O thou who art 

full of grace: the hierarchy of the angels, and 

all mankind, O consecrated temple and 

paradise endowed with speech; glory of 

virginity, of whom God, Who is our God 

before the ages, was incarnate and became a 

little child. For He made thy womb a throne, 

and thy belly did He make more spacious 

than the heavens. In thee doth all creation 

rejoice, O thou who art full of grace, and it 

glorifieth thee. 

Communion Hymn 
(Tone 8) 

Praise the Lord from the heavens . . . 

Alleluia. 

Post-Communion Hymn 
Sing the Troparion of the Circumcision: ―O 

most compassionate Lord . . .‖ (see above). 

Parish Notes 

Altar Servers Today 

Del Dillard, Noah Keim, Micah Keim, 
Asa Keim, Roger Jones, Josiah Webster 

Special Attention 

 Remember Church School and 
Adult Class. Please come and study 
the Orthodox Christian Faith. Classes 
for Preschool thru Adults. Church 
School resumes next Sunday. 

 Adult Class to Study Some of The 
Writings of the Apostolic Fathers. 
These are ancient Christian 
documents that were widely used and 
often quoted in the early Church and 
in the Church today. All adults are 
welcome. Class meets Sunday in the 
Nave from ~9:10a to ~9:50a. 

 Please Note. Akathist for Our 
Children Will be Cancelled this 
Tuesday Due to Fr. Nicholas’ 
Absence. 

 Please Note. 3
rd

 Hour Prayers Will 
also Be Cancelled on Wednesday 
Due to Fr. Nicholas’ Absence. 

 Remember to Bring Your Non-
Parishable Foods to the Church 
Narthex or to the foyer in the 
Parish Hall. 
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The Saints Whom We Remember 

New-martyr Peter of the Peloponnesos 

This Week’s Schedule 

Today:  9:00a Orthros; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 

Mon.-Wed. Church Office Closed (Fr. Nicholas Traveling) 

Wednesday:  6:30p Vespers 

Thursday: 6:30p Eve. Div. Liturgy for Epiphany; 8:00p Potluck Supper 

Friday: 9:00a Royal Hours of the Nativity 

Saturday: 5:30p Great Vespers 

Sunday:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 



Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings 

Prokeimenon: 

My mouth shall speak of wisdom; 

and the meditation of my heart shall 

be of understanding. 

Hear this, all ye people. 

†Epistle: Col. 2:8–12 

Brethren, see to it that no one makes 

a prey of you by philosophy and 

empty deceit, according to human 

tradition, according to the elemental 

spirits of the universe, and not 

according to Christ. For in Him the 

whole fullness of the Godhead 

dwells bodily, and you have come to 

fullness of life in Him, Who is the 

head of all rule and authority. In 

Him also you were circumcised with 

a circumcision made without hands, 

by putting off the body of flesh in 

the circumcision of Christ; and you 

were buried with Him in baptism, in 

which you were also raised with 

Him through faith in the working of 

God, Who raised Him from the 

dead. 

†Gospel: Luke 2:20–21, 40–52 

And it came to pass that the 

shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all they had heard 

and seen, as it had been told them. 

And at the end of eight days, when 

He was circumcised, He was called 

Jesus, the name given by the angel 

before He was conceived in the 

womb. And the child grew and 

became strong, filled with wisdom; 

and the favor of God was upon Him. 

Now His parents went to Jerusalem 

every year at the feast of the 

Passover. And when He was twelve 

years old, they went up according to 

custom; and when the feast was 

ended, as they were returning, the 

boy Jesus stayed behind in 

Jerusalem. His parents did not know 

it, but supposing Him to be in the 

company they went a day’s journey, 

and they sought Him among their 

kinsfolk and acquaintances; and 

when they did not find Him, they 

returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him. 

After three days they found Him in 

the temple, sitting among the 

teachers, listening to them and 

asking them questions; and all who 

heard Him were amazed at His 

understanding and His answers. And 

when they saw Him they were 

astonished; and His mother said to 

Him, ―Son, why hast Thou treated 

us so? Behold, Thy father and I have 

been looking for Thee anxiously.‖ 

And Jesus said to them, ―How is it 

that you sought Me? Did you not 

know that I must be in My Father’s 

house?‖ And they did not 

understand the saying which He 

spoke to them. And He went down 

with them and came to Nazareth, 

and was obedient to them; and His 

mother kept all these things in her 

heart. And Jesus increased in 

wisdom and in stature, and in favor 

with God and man.  
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spoke to them. And He went down 

with them and came to Nazareth, 

and was obedient to them; and His 

mother kept all these things in her 

heart. And Jesus increased in 

wisdom and in stature, and in favor 

with God and man.   

  



 

A Word 

from Our Fathers  

 ―CONCERNING THE teachings of the 

Church, whether publicly proclaimed 

(kerygma) or reserved to members of 

the household of faith (dogmata), we 

have received some from written 

sources, while others have been given to 

us secretly, through apostolic tradition. 

Both sources have equal force in true 

religion. No one would deny either 

source—no one, at any rate, who is even 

slightly familiar with the ordinances of 

the Church. If we attacked unwritten 

customs, claiming them to be of little 

importance, we would fatally mutilate 

the Gospel, no matter what our 

intentions—or rather, we would reduce 

the Gospel teachings to bare words.‖ 

 (St. Basil the Great—4
th

 Century) 
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