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O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  Rejoice 
F a l l   2 0 1 3  V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  3  

by the Dcn. David Keim 

And the Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, … full of 

grace and truth. 

(John 1:14)  
 

In the very first chapter 
of his Gospel, St. John 
the Theologian ex-
presses powerfully 
what it is we celebrate 
at Christmas. Jesus 
Christ, the Word and 
Wisdom of the Father, 
condescends to our 
state. He Who is “very 
God of very God” also 
becomes, for our sake, 
very Man, entering 
time and space by 
humble means. He Who 
is uncontainable be-
comes contained, of His 
own will, in the womb 
of the Virgin.  
 
The Word is made 
flesh! It is a great gift 
from a Loving God. 
 
The amazing mystery 
of the incarnation of 

the Son of God – His 
nativity in the flesh in a 
cave in Bethlehem more 
than 2,000 years ago 
– is one of the corner-
stones of our faith. And 
it is one that we cele-
brate richly in the Or-
thodox Church. 
 
In her wisdom, the 
Church has given us a 
period to prepare us 
for this great festival. 
The Nativity Fast, the 
40 days prior to Christ-
mas (Nov. 15 - Dec. 
24), is set aside as a 

period of moderation, 
allowing us to focus on 
the coming of the Sav-

ior through fasting, 
prayer, and almsgiv-
ing. 
The fasting guidelines 
for the Nativity Fast 
are a slightly differ-
ent than Great Lent. In 
general, Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and 
Fridays are strict fast 
days (abstain from 
meat, dairy, fish, olive 
oil, or wine); Tuesdays 
and Thursdays are 
wine and oil days; 
and Saturdays and 
Sundays are fish, 
wine, and oil days. 
The fasting is slightly 
stricter during the 
Forefestal period 
(Dec. 20 – 24): week-
days are strict fast 
days and weekends 
are wine and oil days.   
 
When we fast from 
food, we “shift our 
focus” from ourselves 
to God and to those 

(Continued on page 4.) 
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R e j o i c e  

The Bishop is Coming, The Bishop is Coming! 

Join us for a weekend of celebration and fun 

The Weekend of Events;  

Parish Council Members Dinner with Bishop Friday, October 25 

Sunday School Celebration and Luncheon, Noon Saturday, October 26 

Great Vespers and Light Buffet Dinner, 5:30 p.m. Saturday, October 26 

Orthros, 9 a.m. Sunday, October 27  

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, 10:00 a.m. Sunday, October 27  

Brunch w/Bishop Antoun, following the Liturgy, Sunday, October 27 

Please make it a priority to be with us on this beautiful week-

end with our leader and spiritual father.  

 

 

 

Thanks be to God for our new Readers Corner 

and Bishop’s Chair 

Special thanks to John Hawranick and the Broth-

erhood of the Iconostasis for the hard work and 

dedication to make this a special spot for our ser-

vices, readings and a new place to put our Bishop 

when he visits!  



Join us for Foundation Orthodox Education! 
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If you have a child that is of 

school age K-12 and would 

like to know more about our 

Children’s Church School pro-

gram, please contact Shell 

Keim at ShellKeim@gmail.com  

for more information. Feel free 

to visit a class before you sign 

up.—all visitors are welcome. 

Classes are held Sundays from 

9:00 a.m.–9:45 a.m. 

(before Divine Liturgy). 

The adult class meets in the 

Nave at the same time. 

for our Baklawa sales as 
well as our service pro-
jects for the upcoming 
advent season.  

Pictured below we see 
Mary Kliewer say thank 
you to Mary Elizabeth 
Bassett for having given 

16 years of service to 
our Baklawa project. 
This pro-
ject is not 
only a 
wonderful 
way to 
have fel-
lowship 
with our  
fellow 
members 
but it is 
also a real 
fundraiser 
for our 
church. 
Our sales 
will begin again soon 
and would encourage 
any and all members of 

St. Thekla group to 
participate. Don’t 
buy your office 
mates or friends 
gifts from the 
store, give them 
our home-made 
Baklawa instead 
and help a good 
cause while doing 
so. See any mem-
ber of St. Thekla 
for more info. 

Every woman who at-
tends All Saints Church 
is a member of the St. 
Thekla group. The 
group meets six times 
a year, for sharing 
Christian fellowship 
and conducting the 
business of the group. 
This year we held 
meetings in some of 
our members homes 
and at times in the par-
ish hall of our church. 

There are many oppor-
tunities to be involved 
with our group includ-
ing bible studies that 
we hold on the third 
Saturday each month 
at 9 a.m.  

You can also 
watch for our 
monthly meet-
ings either 
hosted at the 
church or at a 
fellow parish-
ioner’s home.  

Be on the lookout 
for our upcoming 
announcements 

St. Thekla Women’s Group 

“Every woman 

who attends All 
Saints Church 

is a member of the 
St. Thekla 

group.”  
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Advent 

R e j o i c e  

Let our 

Advent 

Journey 

begin. “ 

around us. If we are fast-
ing correctly, then we will 
spend less time (not 

more!) wor-
rying about 
what to eat, 
when to eat, 
how much to 
eat, etc., 
and can di-
rect our en-
ergy to-

wards increased spiritual 
activity. Our fasting must 
be mindful and consistent 
if it is to be a means to 
this end. As a side bene-
fit, if we can learn to dis-
cipline this aspect of our 
lives, we can use those 
skills to rein in other pas-
sions as well. 
 
Our prayer life should 
increase during the Nativ-
ity Fast. We should cer-
tainly focus on regular 
personal prayer, but we 
should also note that the 
corporate prayers of the 
Church are “kicked up a 
notch” during this period. 
We celebrate a major 
feast of the Theotokos in 
late November (her Pres-
entation at the Temple; 
Nov. 21) and one of her 
minor feasts in early De-
cember (Conception of 
the Theotokos by Right-
eous Anna; Dec. 9). We 
also celebrate the memo-
ries of many, many great 

by meeting their needs 

and taking care of them. 

One meaningful way to 
observe the Nativity Fast 
is to seek out a way that 
you can love others in this 
active sense. Perhaps it 
means volunteering at the 
local food bank or soup 
kitchen. Perhaps it means 
helping our friends at St. 
John the Merciful Out-
reach Ministry. Or per-
haps it means giving 
money or shelter to the 
homeless woman living in 
Moore Square downtown. 
When we do this, we are 
saying thank you to God 
for the great gift of His 

Son! 

A meaningful Nativity 
Fast will see us making 
progress in all these ar-
eas: fasting from food, 
praying, and giving alms. 
A meaningful Nativity 
Fast will also shift our fo-
cus away from the shiny, 
shallow commercialism 
that we will see all 
around us at this time of 
year and help us to actu-
ally celebrate Christ at 
Christmas. The better we 
fast, the more significant 

will be our feast! 

saints during this period 
(St. Catherine, St. An-
drew, St. Barbara, St. 
Nicholas, St. Herman of 
Alaska, St. Spyridon, 
etc.). In addition, at All 
Saints we celebrate a 
weekly Advent Paraklesis 
on Friday nights during 
the Fast. We should take 
the opportunity to enter 
as fully as possible into 
the rhythm of the Church’s 
liturgical life as part of 
our observance of the 
Nativity Fast. We have 
lots of opportunities to 

worship together! 

Almsgiving is sometimes a 
neglected element of the 
Nativity Fast but it is the 
primary way that we 
demonstrate our appre-
ciation of the great Gift 
God has given to us. God 
loves us and so we love 
others. In John 13 Jesus 
says that the love that we 
have for one anoher is 
the mark of being His dis-

ciple.  

Love, in this sense, is not a 
feeling or emotion. It is 
not something that hap-
pens to you, like “falling 
in love”; rather, it is an 
action that you take in 
respect of others. It is ac-
tive, concrete, and dy-
namic. It results in activity. 
Almsgiving is one way 
that we incarnate the love 
that we have for others, 

(Continued from page 1) 
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We are vey blessed to now have a bell tower with working bells for 

our parish. We will now be able to use these bells at all special ser-

vices including baptisms, weddings and funerals. Listen as you en-

ter our beautiful sanctuary on Sundays...they are truly a beautiful 

sound to be heard. This was a project of large proportion. It was a 

collaborative effort from; John Hawranick, Tony Brancaccio, Paul 

Rydock, Jim Hilko, Allen Bassala and Bechara Boury.  

 

The Bells of All Saints! 

 The Presentation of the Theotokos 11/21 

 The Nativity of the Lord  12/25 

 The Theophany (Epiphany) of the Lord  1/6 

 The Presentation of the Lord   2/2 

 The Annunciation 3/25 
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Going to 

Camp was  

very 

exciting 

for 

everyone 

What Camp Meant to Me 
ery, Christian Ed, arts 

and crafts, and ask 

abouna. Then every 

afternoon we were able 

to choose an afternoon 

activity. Some people 

would pick the rope 

courses like the giant 

swing, leap of faith, tree 

climbing or the climbing 

tower. Others would 

want to cool off so they 

would go swimming, 

canoeing, go on the 

cascades, or slide on 

Wet Willey. But then 

there would be others 

that wanted to run and 

have their heart pump-

ing, so they did gaga 

ball or angle ball, while 

others did four square 

or arts and crafts. Eve-

ryone had a blast every 

day and talking to new 

and old friends. The 

When school was out, 

everyone was so excited 

to go the pool, hang out 

with friends, go to the 

amusement park, and 

just drink some nice 

cool lemonade. But we 

had something better to 

do we were going to an 

Orthodox camp called 

Camp Saint Thekla. 

This year a group of 

kids and teens from the 

ages 9-17 from All 

Saints went to Cleve-

land, South Carolina to 

spend a week with 

other Orthodox Chris-

tians. Some went to the 

first session and others 

went to the second ses-

sion and some were 

even counselors. Every-

one had so much fun. 

Every day we would go 

to Orthos at the pavilion 

and Vespers every 

night. In the morning, 

we would spend time 

with our brother/sister 

cabin and do activities 

like the creek hike, go 

on ropes courses, arch-

food we had was good; 

especially since we were 

able to have meat this 

year as the St Peter and 

Paul fast did not coin-

cide with our camp; 

yum. At night was the 

time of day where all of 

the campers and coun-

selors came together 

and did evening activi-

ties together like sere-

nade night, pool party, 

Western Night, and this 

year we had 70/80s 

night and Color Wars/

Overnight (for the older 

cabins).  

Going to camp was very 

exciting for everyone. It 

allowed us to get out of 

our houses, have an 

adventure and meet 

other kids from the 

southeastern United 

States who are Ortho-

dox and share the same 

religious beliefs. We all 

can’t wait for everyone 

to go again next year 

and maybe more people 

too.     

R e j o i c e  

By Gabrielle Labrozzi 
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SPECIAL VOTE 

UPDATE 

The Results 

Are In!! 

The meeting to de-

termine if we are go-

ing to have an assis-

tant priest was held 

on Sunday, Septem-

ber 22 right after lit-

urgy. Over 120 mem-

bers were present to 

hear the resolution to 

bring the idea to our 

Bishop Antoun for a 

final assessment. 

The resolution was 

passed by 90%. Al-

though this was a 

wonderful step in the 

right direction for 

this assistance in our 

parish, it is not a final 

decision until Bishop 

Antoun has seen our 

case, looked at our 

budget and made his 

final determination 

on whether or not 

this is feasible for our 

parish. 

Father Nicholas asks 

each and every mem-

ber to pray for guid-

ance as we seek 

counsel from the 

Bishop on this very 

important matter for 

our parish. 

An assistant priest 

would have the awe-

some responsibility 

to help us establish a 

mission church, help 

with outreach, edu-

cation and 

any other ac-

tivities that 

Father Nicho-

las finds im-

portant for 

the health 

and well-being of our 

parish. Again, impor-

tant to note that the 

final word comes 

from our Bishop An-

toun and there is no 

specific priest al-

ready in mind for this 

role. 

Please see Parish 

Counsel members 

with any questions 

you might have about 

this very important 

piece of our churches 

growth and develop-

ment over the next 

decades to come in 

the legacy of All 

Saints Orthodox 

Church. 
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God Grant You Many Years! 

R e j o i c e  

     CONGRATULATIONS 

We have had many new members join All 

Saints parish in the last few months. We don’t 

want to miss any of you so we will just say a 

big WELCOME to all of you that have chosen 

All Saints as your home. We are glad and 

blessed to have you. We have also had a 

large number of newly baptized souls and one 

adult Chrismation. May God grant many years 

to these new Orthodox Christians. 

Newly Baptized  

Ezriella Hope Mossaad 

Daniel Andrew Pintilie 

Kyler Liam PIntilie 

Christopher A. Cook 

Kathryn H. Cook 

Stuart James Cook 

Samuel P Cook 

Georgiana Michlaus 

Penelope K. Wynne 

Kora Ann Sorensen 

Felicity Ann White 

Newly Chrismated 

Joel Robert Borofsky. 

Joining The Order of St. Ignatius 

and what it means 

to the Orthodox Faith 

 

The order is a charitable organization 

of the Orthodox Faith that allows for 

the laity of the faith to be stewards of 

giving to those charities that the Ortho-

dox faith researches and supports. St. 

Ignatius was one of the first Bishops of 

the See of Antioch, the spiritual source 

of our Archdiocese. He was a witness 

for Christ by his life and deeds and 

serves as a model for all.  

If you want to become a member and 

be inducted to the order the weekend 

of the Bishop’s visit, please speak to  

Father Nicholas prior to the weekend. 

You can also see more info at 

www.antiochian.org under the Order of 

St. Ignatius tab. 

.  
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We cannot do our newsletter alone! 

If you would like to publish an article, see something adver-

tised or bring a new member to our attention that we might 

have missed, please reach out to our newsletter editor, Jenni-

fer Baker so that we might include your news piece 

for our next issue.  

Please send all information to Jennifer Baker at 

bakergrp1@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Announcements 


