
Introduction: The story about 

Zacchaeus is well known to 

all of us. Jesus was his house 

guest that day and the effect 

that this guest had on 

Zacchaeus was both 

beneficial and life 

changing. 

Who or what do we 

invite into our homes? 

Who are the guests that 

we invite to come into 

our homes? If we are 

honest we invite almost any-

one and anything into our 

homes as guests, and we need 

to recognize that whomever or 

whatever we invite to come 

into our homes and into our 

lives have a great influence 

over us. The books we read, 

our circle of friends, the com-

puter games we play, the so-

cial networks we are on, the 

TV programs and movies that 

we watch—all these things 

affect us in either positive or 

negative ways.  

The Wrong Guests 

Bad guests in our home can 

have a devastating influence 

on us. 

Our children are affected. Re-

search  has shown that televi-

sion in our homes can have a 

negative influence if not con-

trolled by parents (see Colum-

bia’s College of Physicians 

The Sinner’s Guest  

I n s i d e  t h i s  

i s s u e :  

Save the Date 

Easter Schedule 

2 

Church School 3 

St. Thekla 3 

The Sinner’s Guest 

cont. 

4 

Lenten Recipe 5 

Look Up! 6 

God Grant Them 

Many Years! 

8 

Announcements 9 

A l l  S a i n t s  

O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  Rejoice 
S p r i n g   2 0 1 3  V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  2  

Continued on page 4 

by the V. Rev. Fr. Nicholas Sorensen 

and Surgeons (2007) and The 

University of Michigan Health 

System website) 

Research on the influence of 

violent or sexually 

explicit books, mov-

ies, and video games 

shows much the same 

thing. The affect of 

time spent using the 

social media today can 

also be a problem. The 

American Academy of 

Pediatrics observes: 

Recent research indicates 

that there are frequent 

online expressions of of-

fline behaviors, such as 

bullying, clique-forming, 

and sexual experimenta-

tion, that have introduced 

problems such as cyber-

bullying, privacy issues, 

and “sexting.”Other prob-

lems that merit awareness 

include Internet addiction 

and concurrent sleep depri-

vation. 

The friends our children invite 

into their home can also influ-

ence them. The wrong set of 

friends can draw our children 

into drugs, crime, promiscui-

ty, and alcohol use. 

But children are not the only 

ones who are influenced by 

the guests we invite into our 

home. Adults also are affect-

ed. Richard Keith one of the 

principals in Britain’s top 

divorce firm observes: 

Social networking was 

cited in over a third of 

divorce filings last year. 

With more and more law-

yers becoming aware of 

the digital trail that our on

-line presence inevitably 

leaves behind, it has be-

come a contentious and 

increasingly influential 

dimension of many legal 

separations. 

And in a study cited by the 

Washington Post: 

The more television peo-

ple watch, the more likely 

it appears that they will 

later become violent, an 

effect that researchers 

argued bolsters the case 

that it is television that 

causes the aggression. 

The wrong set of friends can 

also influence adults. Friends 

with different moral and ethi-

cal values, friends with non-

Christian values, will be more 

likely to negatively influence 

Christians than the Christians 

to positively influence them. 

The Right Guest, Jesus 

Christ 

While bad guests influence us 

in a negative way, good 

guests will influence us posi-
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Save the Date! Saturday, September 28, 2013 

All Saints Artisian Faire and Festival!  

The date is Saturday, September 28th. 

We have some commitments for vendors and help but we  

need a lot of help to get our festival off the ground and make it a fun day for  

all involved. Nadine Hamm has more than graciously volunteered to head our  

Cafe and wants someone that will be her second in command and learn the  

ropes so that they can take the lead in the coming years with her help.  

Please e-mail Patsey Strange if you want to volunteer. We are generating lists 

now so reserve your spot so you are helping where you are happy. You can 

email her at pstrange@nc.rr.com 

If you wish to be a vendor this year, please email as well  

and what your needs will be for space, etc. We are currently in need of people to join our advertising 

committee as well.  

If you have things like bouncy houses and other kid friendly items that  

you wish to donate or give a a discount we would love to hear from you.  

Think out of the box and in the box and bring your best game. This has  

already shown to be a fun day for our Church family and we want to share  

it more and more with the community.  This is a wonderful event for us to  open our doors to new 

friends. 

May 3-5 Easter Weekend Events at All Saints 

Friday, May 3 

Royal Hours at 10:00 am; Vespers at 3:00 pm; 

SOYO Vigil at 4:15 pm; Lamentations at 7:00 pm; 

All-Night Vigil at 9:00pm 

Saturday, May 4  

Vesperal Diving Liturgy at 10:00 am; Pascha Services, 11:45 p.m.  

Sunday, May 5 

Easter Egg Hunt at 3:00pm; Agape Vespers at 3:30 pm; 

Pascha Picnic 4 p.m.  

See our website for updated schedule and event times at 

Www.allsaintsnc.org 
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If you have a child that is of 

school age K-12 and would 

like to know more about our 

Children’s Church School pro-

gram, please contact Shell 

Keim at ShellKeim@gmail.com  

for more information. Feel free 

to visit a class before you sign 

up.—all visitors are welcome. 

Classes are held Sundays from 

9:00 a.m.–9:45 a.m. 

(before Divine Liturgy). 

The adult class meets in the 

Nave at the same time. 

about becoming involved in this 

wonderful humanitarian need.   

Both leaders and volunteers are 

needed to sort the shoes into sizes 

for both boys and girls.  We will 

be serving children from pre-

school to 12th grade.  Many of 

these children are in great 

need,  What is also wonderful is 

that we will be working alongside 

Orthodox Women from other ju-

risdictions with a common goal. 

The role of the Volunteer is to: 

1.  Help the Leader mobilize suffi-

cient volunteers to sort the goods 

received. 

2.  Sort the shoes by grade, gender 

and school. 

The cities we will be working with 

are: 

Atlanta, Austin, Boston,

Charlotte, Chicago, 

Cleveland, Dallas/Fort 

Worth, Detroit, Houston,

Indianapolis, Kansas 

City, Los Angeles Coun-

ty, Miami, Minneapolis/

St. Paul, New York, 

Oakland, Oklahoma 

City, Orange County, 

CA, 

Philadelphia, Phoenix, 

Pittsburgh, Seattle, St. 

Louis, San Diego Coun-

ty, San Francisco, Wash-

ington, D.C., Wichita, 

KS. 

The closest city for us to volunteer 

at is Charlotte, NC. 

What I need from those that would 

like to volunteer is: 

1. Your name 

2. E-mail address. 

Please send to Mary Klewer at 

mklewer@gmail.com 

Every woman who at-

tends All Saints Church 

is a member of the St. 

Thekla group. The group 

meets six times a year, 

for sharing Christian fel-

lowship and conducting 

the business of the group. 

This year we held meet-

ings in some of our mem-

bers homes and at times 

in the parish hall of our 

church. 

St. Thekla Ladies! 

There is a wonderful endeavor 

which FOCUS has become in-

strumental in.  It is called the 

“FOCUS North America Shoe 

Project”.  A best-selling shoe 

brand for Nordstrom’s has of-

fered to donate hundreds of 

thousands of pairs of 

shoes.  The shoes will be sent to 

twenty-eight different cities that 

are considered to have the great-

est need throughout the United 

States.  The distributions will be 

made twice a year.   Other Or-

thodox jurisdictions have also 

been contacted and are excited 

St. Thekla Women’s Group 

“Every woman 

who attends 

All Saints 

Church is a 

member of the 

St. Thekla 

group.” 
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Bad guests 

in our 

home can 

have a 

devastating 

influence 

on us 

tively. Jesus is that good 

guest who positively influ-

enced Zacchaeus, and it is 

Jesus who needs to be invit-

ed into our homes and lives 

and well. 

Jesus as our honored 

guest will bring light 

into the darkness of 

our lives and homes, 

will make all things 

new, will bring joy 

and hope into our 

lives that are filled 

with despair. Jesus 

as our honored guest 

will bring forgiveness and 

salvation into our lives rid-

dled with guilt. 

But to have Jesus come into 

our home, other guests need 

to be kicked out or at least 

closely controlled. We read 

in Matthew that “No one can 

serve two masters; for either 

he will hate the one and love 

the other, or he will be de-

voted to one and despise the 

other” (Matt. 6:24). St. Paul 

wrote: 

Do not be bound together 

with unbelievers; for 

what partnership have 

righteousness and law-

lessness, or what fellow-

ship has light with dark-

ness? . . . or what has a 

believer in common with 

an unbeliever? . . . 

“Therefore, come out 

from their midst and be 

separate” says the Lord. 

“And do not touch what 

is unclean. (2 Cor. 6:14, 

17) 

In the Old Testament God’s 

people were told to come 

whatever is honorable, what-

ever is right, whatever is 

pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is of good repute, 

if there is any excellence 

and if anything worthy of 

praise, dwell on these 

things” (Phil. 4:8).  

Conclusion: We should not 

be ashamed to control, when 

we are able, who our chil-

dren’s friends are–what TV 

programs they watch—what 

movies they see—what they 

watch on the computer—

what video games they 

play—what books they read. 

Censorship? Sure! Good 

sense? Yes. Done in love? 

Absolutely! But before we 

can do this with our children 

we need to look at our own 

lives and close the door of 

our heart to the negative 

influences and open it wide 

to let Jesus and His Church 

in. In the book of the Reve-

lation of St. John, Jesus 

promises: 

Behold, I stand at the 

door and knock; if any-

one hears My voice and 

opens the door, I will 

come in to him and will 

dine with him, and he 

with Me.” (Rev. 3:20) 

Zacchaeus was changed for 

the better that day when Je-

sus was his guest. Thank 

God that Jesus is the sin-

ner’s guest, and thank God 

that Jesus wants to be our 

guest today. Let’s air out our 

homes and let the Lord in. 

Amen!  

out from among the hea-

then,and not to intermarry 

with them because the hea-

then would negatively influ-

ence them and would even-

tually draw them away from 

the true God. And this is 

exactly what happened be-

cause Israel did not listen to 

God’s warning. 

In our Orthodox practice it 

is forbidden for a Christian 

to marry a non-Christian 

because in all probability the 

Christian will be drawn 

away from the Church, away 

from Christ, due to the influ-

ence of the non-Christian 

spouse. 

St. Paul urged Christians to 

avoid the company of those 

in the Church who cause 

division. These divisive in-

dividuals were not to be 

guests in our homes for they 

would bring disunity and 

unrest to the church. St. Paul 

wrote: 

Now I urge you, breth-

ren, keep your eye on 

those who cause dissen-

sions and hindrances 

contrary to the teaching 

which you learned, and 

turn away from them. 

(Rom. 16:17) 

How much better we would 

feel, how much more at 

peace, how much more con-

tent we would be if we made 

better choices about the 

guests in our homes and 

lives. St. Paul advised Chris-

tians to not only invite 

Christ as the permanent 

guest into their lives but also 

to invite “whatever is true, 

Continued from page 1 
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. 

.SUNSHINE SALAD 

1 (4 serving) package lemon-flavored gelatin 

1 Cup of boiling water 

1 can (20 ounces) crushed pineapple, drained (reserve juice). 

1 tablespoon vinegar 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

1 cup grated carrot 

1/3 cup chopped pecans 

Salad greens 

 

In a medium bowl, dissolve gelatin in boiling water. Add water to 

reserved pineapple juice to make 1 cup. Add the juice, vinegar and 

salt to dissolve gelatin. Chill until partly set. Fold pineapple, carrot 

and nuts to gelatin. Turn into individual molds or 10x6 inch pan. Chill 

until firm. Unmold onto salad greens.  Makes 6-8 servings.  

 

If you have an interest in starting a Lenten Recipe Book to be printed next season 

for a fundraiser, please see Jennifer Baker. We can begin to compile recipes now 

and get the book printed for all fasting periods. 

 

 

Lenten Recipe Book 

 The Nativity of the Theotokos 9/8 

 The Elevation of the Holy Cross 9/14 

 The Presentation of the Theotokos 11/21 

 The Nativity of the Lord  12/25 

 The Theophany (Epiphany) of the Lord  1/6 

 The Presentation of the Lord   2/2 

 The Annunciation 3/25 

 The Transfiguration 8/6 

 The Dormition (Falling Asleep) of the Theotokos  8/15 
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The Icon is 

also a mirror 

of what we, the 

Church, are 

called to be: 

bearers of 

Christ within 

us“.” 

Look Up! 

The Platytera  

tation. She is both inter-

cessor and introducer 

for us to her Son. We 

can plainly see how she 

is always praying for us 

as intercessor before 

God and to whom she 

intercedes.  

The Icon is also a mirror 

of what we, the Church, 

are called to be: bearers 

of Christ within us. This 

icon is therefore by ex-

tension, less an icon of 

her as it is an icon of 

Christ and Church. Like 

any good mother, she 

typifies the Church our 

Mother. And with the 

Church, our most essen-

tial needs are cared for 

[The following is excerpted 

from an article by Rev. Fr 

John Mefrige: St. Ephraim 

Orthodox Church, San An-

tonio, TX. and used by per-

mission.] 

The Platytera icon is 

usually depicted as if we 

could look into 

the very womb 

of Mary. She is 

adorned in a 

regal red, sym-

bolizing her dig-

nity as the 

queen of heav-

en. Red is also 

the color of clay 

or earth, symbolizing 

that it is from a created 

being, one who was 

made of clay, that the 

Second Person of the 

Trinity receives His hu-

man nature. Typically 

depicted with her out-

stretched arms, Mary 

presents Christ to us, the 

Church, from the very 

center of her own being. 

This is a position of 

both prayer and presen-

in the reception of the Ho-

ly Eucharist during the 

Divine Liturgy, the cen-

tral sacramental act of the 

Church. Like the jar of 

old which held the manna 

the Israelites ate in the 

wilderness, she holds 

within herself the 

bread of life. Our 

good loving 

Mother is always 

ready and waiting 

for us. Being 

ready to embrace 

us is how she is 

depicted in the 

sublime image of 

the of the Platytera. It is 

an accurate, true image 

that shows the marvelous 

mystery of God’s willing-

ness to love and dwell in 

his creation. In the depic-

tion of Mary in the 

Platytera we can find a 

simple message: This is 

what it means to be The 

Church. 

The stars on Mary's fore-

head and on each of her 

R e j o i c e  

Edited by Nadine Ham 

[Photo byElina Pelikan] 
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shoulders refer to her vir-

ginity before, during, and 

after the birth of Christ. 

On either side of her are 

the ancient Greek words: 

Μήτηρ Θεού; (MP-OV), 

literally meaning “The 

Mother of God.” In this 

way, the icon makes a 

statement about both 

Christ's divinity and 

Mary's humanity. The 

child she carries in her 

womb is at the same time 

both God and man, thus 

making her the "God-

bearer" the Theotokos. 

The immensity of this icon 

in some Orthodox Church-

es can present a rather 

striking first impression 

especially to a non-

Orthodox visitor. Even to 

the Orthodox it may pre-

sent a bit of a dilemma. 

How is it that in a Chris-

tian church, a place where 

life centers around Christ, 

can an image of His moth-

er appear to have such 

prominence? In reality the 

Platytera is less an image 

of Mary as an image of 

Christ. As a matter of fact 

Christ Emmanuel is at the 

very front and center of the 

icon. This icon is often 

called “Theotokos of the 

Sign”, a reference to Isaiah 

7:14: "Therefore the Lord 

himself shall give you a 

sign; Behold, a virgin shall 

conceive, and bear a son, 

and shall call his name 

Emmanuel.” Its promi-

nence in Orthodox Church-

es does not betray a hidden 

cult of Mary but rather 

shows a balance in the his-

torical Church’s view of 

the place and essential role 

of Mary in God's divine 

economy. She is essential 

and therefore significant by 

her relationship to Christ. 

Christ could not have been 

born without her free con-

sent. She is made signifi-

cant by the One whom she 

bore. Note that she is in the 

background not in the fore-

ground of the icon. She 

becomes the place where 

God is enthroned and her 

womb provides the throne 

- she has come to become 

the new Mercy Seat. She is 

significant to us as an ex-

ample of the potential of 

free-will submission to 

God’s goodness and defer-

ence to His Will. She be-

comes for us the new Eve. 

She is indispensable be-

cause without her, Christ’s 

birth could not have taken 

place. 

The Theotokos with the 

Christ Child teaches us a 

fundamental truth of Or-

thodoxy, that Christ is to 

dwell in each of us. Saint 

Ambrose expressed it well: 

"Every believing soul con-

ceives and gives birth to 

the Word of God; Christ, 

by means of our faith, is 

the fruit of us all, thus we 

are all mothers of Christ." 

Thus, the same Christ that 

condescended to dwell in 

the Virgin Mary comes to 

be born in us, that we too 

may say, as did Saint Paul, 

“it is no longer I who lives, 

but Christ who lives in me; 

and the life I now live in 

the flesh I live by faith in 

the Son of God” (Gal 

2:20).  

“The 

Theotokos 

with the 

Christ Child 

teaches us a 

fundamental 

truth of 

Orthodoxy” 
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God Grant You Many Years! 

R e j o i c e  

Each issue, we will welcome new 

members and also mention those 

newly baptized and other special 

events of our parish. If you would 

like to be included, please email 

Jennifer Baker and we will get you 

in our next issue.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

My name is Paul Rogers.  I came to All Saints 

because I had many philosophical and theo-

logical debates with Alice Oara, and lost them 

all, so I had to check out what she kept on 

talking about re: Orthodoxy.  I fell in love with 

the prayerfulness and intellectual/theological 

rigor of Orthodoxy. 

I've been coming here for about 6-8 months, I 

suppose.  My best advice would be to come to 

as many services as you can, and to try to get 

to know the people because they are some of 

the kindest, most humble people I've met.  It is 

clear to see the Holy Spirit at work in our 

church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God Grant Many Years 

to the newly baptized: 

 Abigail Bradley on 1/12/2013 

Johnathan Purpura on 4/6/2013 

 

We also welcome 

the following members 

to our parish that have joined 

through the sacrament 

of Chrismation 

this year: 

Rhett Bailey 

The Charles Kennedy Family 
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We cannot do our newsletter alone! 

If you would like to publish an article, see something advertised 

or bring a new member to our attention that we might have 

missed, please reach out to our newsletter editor, Jennifer Baker 

so that we might include your news piece for our next issue.  

 

Please send all information to Jennifer Baker at 

bakergrp1@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Announcements 


