
 
 

Saintly Notes 
Apostle Onesimos of the Seventy (February 15) 

nesimos was one of the Seventy Lesser Apostles. He was a 
slave of Philemon but transgressed against his master and 
fled to Rome where he heard the Gospel from the Apostle 

Paul and was baptized. 
Since the Apostle Paul earlier converted Philemon to the True 

Faith, he reconciled the two of them, Philemon and Onesimos, 
master and slave, writing a special epistle to Philemon. It is one of 
the most emotional compositions which exists in Holy Scripture. "I 
urge you on behalf of my child Onesimos, whose father I have 
become in my imprisonment. Perhaps this is why he was away 
from you for a while, that you might have him back forever, no 
longer as a slave, but more than a slave, a brother, beloved 
especially to me" (Philemon 1:10,15,16). Moved by this letter 
Philemon, indeed, received Onesimos as a brother freeing him 
from slavery. 

Later, Onesimos was consecrated a bishop by the apostles 
themselves and accepted the episcopal throne at Ephesus following 
the Apostle Timothy. This is evident from the Epistle of Ignatius 
the God-bearer [Theophorus]. At the time of Trajan's persecution, 
Onesimos, already an old man, was arrested and brought to Rome. 
In Rome, Onesimos gave an accounting of himself before judge 
Tertycus, was imprisoned and finally beheaded. A wealthy woman 
removed his body, placed it in a silver sarcophagus and buried it 
honorably in the year 109 A.D. 

 
 

(Prologue from Ochrid, 1985 Birmingham, Lazarica Press) 

 

 

Sunday of the Prodigal Son 
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Third Antiphon 
Troparion of the Resurrection 

Tone 2 
When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, 
O Thou deathless and immortal One, then 
Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly 
power. And when Thou didst raise the dead 
from beneath the earth, all the powers of 
heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, 
Thou giver of life, glory to Thee. 

Entrance Hymn 
Come, let us worship and fall down before 
Christ. Save us, O Son of God, Who art 
risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. 
Alleluia. 
 

Troparion 
of the Resurrection–Tone 2 

See above 

Troparion 
for All Saints–Tone 4 

As with fine porphyry and royal purple Thy 
Church has been adorned with Thy martyr’s 
blood shed throughout all the world. She 
cries to Thee, O Christ God, send down Thy 
bounties on Thy people, grant peace to Thy 
habitation and great mercy to our souls. 

Kontakion 
for the Prodigal Son–Tone 3 

When I disobeyed in ignorance Thy Fatherly 
glory, I wasted in iniquities the riches that 
Thou gavest me. Wherefore, I cry to Thee 
with the voice of the prodigal son, saying, I 
have sinned before Thee, O compassionate 
Father, receive me repentant, and make me 
as one of Thy hired servants. 

The Trisagion 
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal . . . 

Epistle and Gospel 
Today and Next Sunday 

Today: (See insert) 
Next Sunday: 
    Epistle: 1 Cor. 8:8—9:2 
    Gospel: Matt. 25:31–46 

Megalynarion 
Tone 8 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee . . . 

Communion Hymn 
Tone 8 

Praise ye the Lord from the heavens; praise 
Him in the highest. Alleluia. 

After Communion 
We have seen the true light . . . 

Parish Notes 

Altar Servers Today 
Alexander Sieck, Alexander Haynes, Ethan 
Haynes, Rim Gibrealfa, John Pridgen, Jonah 
Sieck, Michael Fogg, Justin Fogg. 

Special Attention 
• Estimated Giving Forms. Please 

complete your Estimated Giving 
Form. The completed form can be 
given to Ron Evancho (All Saints 
Financial Secretary), or to Ray 
Azrak, or may be left in the weekly 
offering in an envelope labeled 
“Estimated Giving Form.” 

• Mother Magdalena to Visit. We 
will have the privilege of hosting 
Mother Magdalena from the 
Monastery of the Transfiguration in 
Elwood City, PA on Wednesday, 
February 18 at 6:30pm. Mother 
Magdalena will speak to us 
following the Daily Vespers service. 
There will also be a coffee hour 
after her talk and a time for 
questions and answers. This is a 

wonderful opportunity to meet and 
speak with this very articulate and 
wise monastic mother who is from 
the same monastery as our own 
Sister Mary. Please plan now to 
attend. 

• Sermons at All Saints. Selected 
homilies which were given at All 
Saints have been published and are 
available (free) in the Narthex by 
the book store table. If you do not 
find a copy that you want please 
speak to Fr. Nicholas.

The Saints Whom We Remember 
Apostle Onesimos of the Seventy; Venerable Eusebios of Syria; Martyr Major of Gaza; 

Venerable Dalmatos of Siberia 
 

This Week’s Schedule 
Today:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 
Monday: Church Office Closed 
Wednesday: 9:15a Third Hour Prayer; 6:30p Vespers; 7:30 Mother Magdalena 

to speak (coffee hour to follow) 
Friday: 5:30p Wedding Rehearsal 
Saturday: 10:00a Div. Lit. for Souls; 2:30p Wedding; 5:30p Great Vespers 
Sunday: 8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 

Sunday of the Prodigal Son 
All Saints Orthodox Church, Raleigh NC 

(www.allsaintsnc.org) 
919-859-1332 

 
The V. Rev. Nicholas R. A. Sorensen, Archpriest 
The Rev. Philip Pelikan, Priest 
The Rev. David Keim, Deacon             February 15, 2009 

 



Prokeimenion:  
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon 
us. 

Rejoice in the Lord, O ye 
righteous. 

†Epistle: 1 Cor. 6:12–20 (RSV) 
Brethren, all things are lawful for 
me, but not all things are helpful. 
All things are lawful for me, but I 
will not be enslaved by anything. 
Food is meant for the stomach and 
the stomach for food; but God will 
destroy both one and the other. 
The body is not meant for 
immorality, but for the Lord, and 
the Lord for the body. And God 
raised the Lord and will also raise 
us up by His power. Do you not 
know that your bodies are 
members of Christ? Shall I 
therefore take the members of 
Christ and make them members of 
a prostitute? Never! Do you not 
know that he who joins himself to 
a prostitute becomes one body 
with her? For, as it is written, “The 
two shall become one flesh.” But 
he who is united to the Lord 
becomes one spirit with Him. 
Shun immorality. Every other sin 
which a man commits is outside 
the body; but the immoral man 
sins against his own body. Do you 
not know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit within 
you, which you have from God? 
You are not your own; you were 

bought with a price. So glorify 
God in your body, and in your 
spirit, which are God’s. 
 
†Gospel: Luke 15:11–32 (RSV) 
The Lord spoke this parable: 
“There was a man who had two 
sons; and the younger of them said 
to his father, ‘Father, give me the 
share of property that falls to me.’ 
And he divided his living between 
them. Not many days later, the 
younger son gathered all he had 
and took his journey into a far 
country, and there he squandered 
his property in loose living. And 
when he had spent everything, a 
great famine arose in that country, 
and he began to be in want. So he 
went and joined himself to one of 
the citizens of that country, who 
sent him into his fields to feed 
swine. And he would gladly have 
fed on the pods that the swine ate; 
and no one gave him anything. But 
when he came to himself he said, 
‘How many of my father’s hired 
servants have bread enough and to 
spare, but I perish here with 
hunger! I will arise and go to my 
father, and I will say to him, 
“Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; I am no 
longer worthy to be called your 
son; treat me as one of your hired 
servants.”’ And he arose and came 
to his father. 
                  (continue on back) 
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              (continued from front) 
But while he was yet at a distance, 
his father saw him and had 
compassion, and ran and embraced 
him and kissed him. And the son 
said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; I 
am no longer worthy to be called 
your son.’ But the father said to his 
servants, ‘Bring quickly the best 
robe, and put it on him; and put a 
ring on his hand, and shoes on his 
feet; and bring the fatted calf and 
kill it, and let us eat and make 
merry; for this my son was dead, 
and is alive again; he was lost, and 
is found.’ And they began to make 
merry. Now his elder son was in 
the field; and as he came and drew 
near to the house, he heard music 
and dancing. And he called one of 
the servants and asked what this 
meant. And he said to him, ‘Your 
brother has come, and your father 
has killed the fatted calf, because 
he has received him safe and 
sound.’ But he was angry and 
refused to go in. His father came 
out and entreated him, but he 
answered his father, ‘Lo, these 
many years I have served you, and 
I never disobeyed your command; 
yet you never gave me a kid that I 
might make merry with my 
friends. But when this son of yours 
came, who has devoured your 
living with harlots, you killed for 
him the fatted calf!’ And he said to 
him, ‘Son, you are always with 
me, and all that is mine is yours. It 
was fitting to make merry and be 

glad, for this your brother was 
dead, and is alive; he was lost, and 
is found.’”
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A Word 
from Our Fathers 

 
“The foundation of our salvation 

is repentance” 
(St. Nikon of Optina)  

“Years are not needed for true 
repentance, and not days, 

but only an instant.” 
(St. Ambrose of Optina) 

“If when you sin, you turn 
immediately to God in 

repentance—this is very good. And 
so you must. And the Lord 

forgives. But afterwards tell your 
spiritual father or elder about it—if 

it is a serious sin.” 
(St. Anthony of Optina) 

“One should daily, before going to 
sleep, remember the sins committed 
during the day, and repent of them 

before the Lord.” 
(St. Nikon of Optina) 
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