
 
 

Saintly Notes 
7th Ecumenical Council 

he Second Council of Nicaea was the Seventh Ecumenical 
Council of Christianity; it met in 787 AD in Nicaea (site of 
the First Council of Nicaea; present-day Iznik in Turkey) to 

restore the honoring of icons (or, holy images), which had been 
suppressed by imperial edict inside the Byzantine Empire during 
the reign of Leo III (717–741). His son, Constantine V (741–775), 
had held a synod to make the suppression official. 

In 786, the council met in the Church of the Holy Apostles in 
Constantinople. However, soldiers in collusion with the opposition 
entered the church, and broke up the assembly. As a result, the 
government resorted to a stratagem. Under the pretext of a 
campaign, the iconoclastic bodyguard was sent away from the 
capital — disarmed and disbanded. 

The council was again summoned to meet, this time in Nicaea, 
since Constantinople was still distrusted. The council assembled on 
September 24, 787. It numbered about 350 members; 308 bishops 
or their representatives signed. Tarasius presided, and seven 
sittings were held in Nicaea. Proof of the lawfulness of the 
veneration of icons was drawn from Exodus 25:17 sqq.; Numbers 
7:89; Hebrews 9:1 sqq.; Ezekiel 41, and Genesis 31:34, but 
especially from a series of passages of the Church Fathers; the 
authority of the latter was decisive. 

This council is celebrated in the Eastern Orthodox Church as 
“The Sunday of the Triumph of Orthodoxy” each year on the first 
Sunday of Great Lent—the fast that leads up to Pascha (Easter)—
and again on the Sunday closest to October 11 (the Sunday on or 
after October 8). The former celebration commemorates the 
council as the culmination of the Church's battles against heresy, 
while the latter commemorates the council itself. 
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Third Antiphon 
for the Resurrection–Tone 8 

From the heights Thou didst descend, O 
compassionate One, and Thou didst submit 
to the three-day burial, that Thou might 
deliver us from passion; Thou art our life 
and our Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee. 

Entrance Hymn 
Come, let us worship and fall down before 
Christ. Save us, O Son of God, Who art 
risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. 
Alleluia. 
 

Troparion 
of the Resurrection–Tone 8 

See above. 

Troparion 
for the Holy Fathers–Tone 8 

Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding 
praise Who didst establish our Holy Fathers 
as luminous stars upon earth, and through 
them didst guide us unto the true Faith, O 
most merciful One, glory to Thee. 

Troparion 
for All Saints–Tone 4 

As with fine porphyry and royal purple Thy 
Church has been adorned with Thy martyr’s 
blood shed throughout all the world. She 
cries to Thee, O Christ God, send down Thy 
bounties on Thy people, grant peace to Thy 
habitation and great mercy to our souls. 

Kontakion 
for Ordinary Sundays–Tone 2 

O Protection of Christians that is not put to 
shame, unchanging Mediation before the 
Creator, despise not the voice of the sinners’ 
prayer, but in that thou art good, come 
quickly to help us who call upon thee in 
faith. Make speed to intercede and make 
haste to supplicate, O Theotokos, who dost 
ever protect those that honor thee. 

The Trisagion 
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal . . . 

Epistle and Gospel 
Today and Next Sunday 

Today: (See insert) 
Next Sunday: 
    Epistle: 2 Cor. 9:6–11 
    Gospel: Luke 7:11–16 

Megalynarion 
Tone 8 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee . . . 

Communion Hymn 
Tone 8 

Praise ye the Lord from the heavens; praise 
Him in the highest. Alleluia. 

After Communion 
We have seen the true light . . . 
 

Parish Notes 

Altar Servers Today 
Nicholas Christopoulos, Christian 
Christopoulos, William Christopoulos, 
Christopher Wingenbach, Ilya Moundous, 
Dmitri Riselvato. 

Special Attention 
• Church School and Adult Class 

Have Begun. Please attend. 
• Dismissal By Rows. This morning 

the ushers will be dismissing the 
people by rows starting at the front of 
the nave. Please remain seated until 
your row is dismissed. This will be a 
trial period to determine if we can 
decrease the confusion and noise that 
erupts during our normal dismissal 
procedure. This should also help to 
eliminate the bottleneck that forms in 
the narthex while waiting to enter the 
parish hall for coffee hour. 

• Annual Voters’ Meeting. Our annual 
All Saints’ Voters’ Meeting will 
convene at 12:30pm on November 
16th in the church nave. This year the 
plans for the new church extension 
and remodeling project will be 
presented and voted on in addition to 
hearing the reports from our various 
committees and organizations. The 
budget for 2009 and election of 2 new 
members of the parish council will 
conclude our agenda. Everyone is 
invited to this meeting, but only those 
who are official voters will be able to 
vote. If you would like to become an 
official voting member of All Saints, 
please see Fr. Nicholas. 

• Information Meeting About New 
Church Extension and Remodeling 
Project. The parish council and the 
planning committee are planning to 
hold an informational meeting (at 
least 2 weeks prior to the Annual 
Voters Meeting) to present the current 
building project that will be voted on 
at the annual meeting. At this meeting 
you will hear about and see the plans 
for our new church extension and 
remodeling and you will have the 
chance to ask questions and to make 
suggestions. It is our hope that this 
will make the voting easier and more 
efficient at the annual voters’ meeting. 
The time and place for this 
informational meeting will be 
announced shortly.
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The Saints Whom We Remember 
Martyrs Probos, Andronikos and Tarachos at Tarsus; 

Cosmas the hymnographer, bishop of Maiuma 
 

This Week’s Schedule 
Today:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 
Monday: Church Office Closed 
Tuesday: 7:00p Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday: 9:15a Third Hour Prayers; 6:30p Vespers; 7:30p Intro. to 

Orthodoxy 
Thursday: 6:00p Planning Committee 
Saturday: 10:00a Div. Lit. for St. Luke; 5:30p Great Vespers 
Sunday: 8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy; 

4:00p Wedding 

“Nothing shall be able to 
separate us from the love of 
God which is in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.” 



Prokeimenion:  
Blessed are Thou, O Lord, the God 
of our Fathers. 

For Thou art just in all that Thou 
hast done. 

†Epistle: Titus 3:8–15 (RSV) 
Titus, my son, the saying is sure.  I 
desire you to insist on these things, so 
that those who have believed in God 
may be careful to apply themselves to 
good deeds; these are excellent and 
profitable to men.  But avoid stupid 
controversies, genealogies, 
dissension, and quarrels over the law, 
for they are unprofitable and futile.  
As for a man who is factious, after 
admonishing him once or twice, have 
nothing more to do with him, 
knowing that such a person is 
perverted and sinful; he is self-
condemned.  When I send Artemas or 
Tychicus to you, do your best to come 
to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided 
to spend the winter there.  Do your 
best to speed Zenas the lawyer and 
Apollos on their way; see that they 
lack nothing.  And let our people 
learn to apply themselves to good 
deeds, so as to help cases of urgent 
need, and not to be unfruitful.  All 
who are with me send greetings to 
you. Greet those who love us in the 
faith.  Grace be with you all. Amen. 
 
†Gospel: Luke 8:5–15 (RSV) 
The Lord spoke this parable: “A 
sower went out to sow his seed; and 
as he sowed, some fell along the path, 
and was trodden under foot, and the 
birds of the air devoured it.  And 

some fell on the rock; and as it grew 
up, it withered away, because it had 
no moisture.  And some fell among 
thorns; and the thorns grew with it 
and choked it.  And some fell into 
good soil and grew, and yielded a 
hundredfold.”  And when His 
Disciples asked Him what this parable 
meant, Jesus said, “To you it has been 
given to know the secrets of the 
kingdom of God; but for others they 
are in parables, so that seeing they 
may not see, and hearing they may 
not understand.  Now the parable is 
this: The seed is the word of God.  
The ones along the path are those who 
have heard; then the devil comes and 
takes away the word from their hearts 
that they may not believe and be 
saved.  And the ones on the rock are 
those who, when they hear the word, 
receive it with joy; but these have no 
root, they believe for a while and in 
time of temptation fall away.  And as 
for what fell among the thorns, they 
are those who hear, but as they go on 
their way, they are choked by the 
cares and riches and pleasures of life, 
and their fruit does not mature.  And 
as for that in the good soil, they are 
those who, hearing the word, hold it 
fast in an honest and good heart, and 
bring forth fruit with patience.”  As 
Jesus said this, He called out, “He 
who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
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A Word 
from Our Fathers 

 
“More honorable than the 

cherubim, and beyond compare 
more glorious than the 

seraphim. Without corruption 
thou gavest birth to God the 
Word. True Theotokos, we 

magnify thee.” 
 

(St. Cosmas the Hymnographer) 
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