
 

Saintly Notes 
Spyridon, Bishop of Trimythous, the Wonderworker 

(December 12) 

 

he island of Cyprus was both the birthplace and the place 

where this glorious saint served the Church. Spyridon was 

born of simple parents, farmers, and he remained simple and 

humble until his death. He married in his youth and had children, 

but when his wife died he devoted himself completely to the 

service of God. 

Because of his exceptional piety, he was chosen as bishop of the 

city of Trimythous. Yet even as a bishop he did not change his 

simple way of living, handling his livestock and cultivating his 

land himself. He used very little of the fruits of his labor for 

himself; instead, he distributed a greater share to the needy. 

He manifested great miracles by God's power: he brought down 

rain in time of drought, stopped the flow of a river, raised several 

people from the dead, healed Emperor Constantius of a grave 

illness, saw and heard angels of God, foresaw future events, 

discerned the secrets of men's hearts, converted many to the true 

Faith, and did much else. He took part in the First Ecumenical 

Council in Nicaea [325], and he brought many heretics back to 

Orthodoxy by his simple and clear expositions of the Faith as well 

as by his mighty miracles. 

He was so simply dressed that once, when he wanted to enter 

the imperial court at the invitation of the emperor, a soldier, 

thinking that he was a beggar, struck him on the face. Meek and 

guileless, Spyridon turned the other cheek to him. He glorified God 

through many miracles, and was of benefit, not only to many 

individuals, but also to the whole Church of God. He entered into 

rest in the Lord in the year 348. His miracle-working relics rest on 

the island of Corfu, and even today they glorify God with many 

miracles. 

(The Prologue from Ochrid) 
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We Are Finally in Our New Home! 

Glory Be to God for All Things!! 

 



First Antiphon 
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 

Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Second Antiphon 
Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art 

risen from the dead. who sing to Thee. 
Alleluia. 

Third Antiphon 
Troparion of the Resurrection 

(Tone 4) 
Having learned the joyful message of 
the Resurrection from the angel the 

women disciples of the Lord cast from 

them their parental condemnation. And 

proudly broke the news to the 

Disciples, saying: Death hath been 

spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting 

the world Great Mercy. 

Little Entrance 

† Entrance Hymn: ―Come, let us 
worship and bow down before Christ 

. . . Alleluia.‖ 

† Troparion of the Resurrection 

(Tone 4): See above. 

† Troparion for Forefathers (Tone 2):  
Thou hast justified by faith the 

ancient Forefathers, and through 
them Thou hast gone before and 

betrothed unto Thyself the Church of 
the Gentiles. Let the saints, 

therefore, take pride in glory; for 
from their seed sprouted forth a 

noble fruit, and she it was who gave 
birth to Thee without seed. 

Wherefore, by their pleadings, O 
Christ God, save our souls. 

† Troparion for St. Spyridon (Tone 1) 

Thou wast shown forth as a 
champion of the First Council and a 

wonderworker, O Spyridon, our 
God-bearing Father. Wherefore, thou 

didst speak unto one dead in the 

grave, and didst change a serpent to 
gold. And while chanting thy holy 

prayers, thou hadst Angels serving 
with thee, O most sacred one. Glory 

to Him that hath glorified thee. 
Glory to Him that hath crowned thee. 

Glory to Him that worketh healings 
for all through thee. 

† Troparion for All Saints (Tone 4): 
As with fine porphyry and royal 

purple Thy Church has been adorned 
with Thy martyr‘s blood shed 

throughout all the world. She cries to 
Thee, O Christ God, send down Thy 

bounties on Thy people, grant peace 
to Thy habitation and great mercy to 

our souls. 

† Kontakion of Preparation for 
Christ’s Nativity (Tone 3): The 

Virgin cometh today to the cave to 
give birth, ineffably to bring forth 

the Word eternal. Therefore, rejoice, 
O earth, at the message with the 

angels and shepherds give glory to 
Him who shall appear by His own 

will as a young child, He who is 
from eternity God. 

The Trisagion 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, . . .  

Scripture 
for today and next Sunday 

Today: (See insert) 

Next Sunday: 

    Epistle: Heb. 11:9–10, 32–40 
    Gospel: Matt. 1:1–25 

Megalynarion 
(Tone 8) 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee. . . 

Communion Hymn 
(Tone 8) 

Praise the Lord . . . Alleluia. 

Post-Communion 

Hymn 
We have seen the true light . . . 

Parish Notes 

Altar Servers Today 

Ethan Haynes, Rim Gibrealfa, John 
Pridgen, Jonah Sieck, Michael Fogg, 
Justin Fogg, Aidan Labrozzi. 

Special Attention 

 Annual Voters’ Meeting. Today at 
12:00noon. All voters please attend 

this one hour meeting to be held in 
the nave 

 Proper Reception of Christ’s Body 
and Blood. Just a reminder that only 
Orthodox Christians who have 

prepared themselves with fasting (if 
physically and medically able—from 

12 midnight until receiving 

communion) and with a recent 
confession (this must be determined 

between you and your spiritual 

father) may receive the Body and 
Blood of Christ from the chalice. Also 
it is our practice that no one should 
receive communion if they come into 
the Divine Liturgy after the reading of 
the Gospel. 

 Dear Parishioners. Just to let you 
know, we still have refrigerated 
Baklawa for sale, if you missed 
getting yours remember Christmas is 
coming and you may also use this 
pastry as gifts, as well as a delicious 

dessert for holiday menus.   Get 
yours and know that they can be put 
in the freezer for many months. 

 Thank You. St Thekla Ladies would 
like to express appreciation to our 

church family who donated, baked, 
bought, and sold to support the 2010 
Baklawa project. Customers, old and 
new complimented us on the support 
we give to various organizations. It 
was nice to hear this and to know the 
community is aware of our Christian 
Orthodoxy. God’s blessings on all 
and a very merry Christmas. 

               Mary Elizabeth 
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The V. Rev. Nicholas R. A. Sorensen, Archpriest 

The Rev. David Keim, Deacon                         December 12, 2010 

The Saints Whom We Remember 

John, metropolitan of Zichnon; Hieromartyr Alexander, archbishop of Jerusalem 

This Week’s Schedule 

Today:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy; 

12:00noon Annual Voters‘ Meeting 

Monday: Church Office Closed 

Tuesday: 7:00p Parish Coucil 

Wednesday: 9:15a 3rd Hour Prayer; 6:30p Daily Vespers 
Friday: 6:30p Advent Paraklasis 

Saturday: 1:00p Baptism; 5:30p Great Vespers 

Sunday:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 



Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings 

Prokeimenon: 

The Saints shall be joyful in glory. 

Sing unto the Lord a new song. 

†Epistle: Eph. 5:8–19 (RSV) 

Brethren, walk as children of light 

(for the fruit of light is found in all 

that is good and right and true), and 

try to learn what is pleasing to the 

Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful 

works of darkness, but instead 

expose them. For it is a shame 

even to speak of the things that 

they do in secret; but when 

anything is exposed by the light it 

becomes visible, for anything that 

becomes visible is light. Therefore 

it is said, ―Awake, O sleeper, and 

arise from the dead, and Christ 

shall give you light.‖ Look 

carefully then how you walk, not 

as unwise men but as wise, making 

the most of the time, because the 

days are evil. Therefore, do not be 

foolish, but understand the will of 

the Lord. And do not get drunk 

with wine, for that is debauchery; 

but be filled with the Spirit, 

addressing one another in psalms 

and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing and making melody to the 

Lord with all your heart. 

 

†Gospel: Luke 14:16–24 (RSV) 

The Lord spoke this parable: ―A 

man once gave a great banquet, 

and invited many; and at the 

time for the banquet he sent his 

servant to say to those who had 

been invited, ‗Come; for all is 

now ready.‘  But, one by one, 

they all began to make excuses.  

The first said to him, ‗I have 

bought a field, and I must go out 

and see it; I pray you, have me 

excused.‘  And another said, ‗I 

have bought five yoke of oxen, 

and I go to examine them; I pray 

you, have me excused.‘  And 

another said, ‗I have married a 

wife, and therefore I cannot 

come.‘  So the servant came and 

reported this to his master.  Then 

the householder in anger said to 

his servant, ‗Go out quickly to 

the streets and lanes of the city, 

and bring in the poor and 

maimed and blind and lame.‘  

And the servant said, ‗Sir, what 

you commanded has been done, 

and still there is room.‘  And the 

master said to the servant, ‗Go 

out to the highways and hedges, 

and compel people to come in, 

that my house may be filled.  For 

I tell you, none of those men 

who were invited shall taste my 

banquet.‘  For many are called, 

but few are chosen.‖
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The Lord spoke this parable: ―A 

man once gave a great banquet, 

and invited many; and at the 

time for the banquet he sent his 

servant to say to those who had 

been invited, ‗Come; for all is 

now ready.‘  But, one by one, 

they all began to make excuses.  

The first said to him, ‗I have 

bought a field, and I must go out 

and see it; I pray you, have me 

excused.‘  And another said, ‗I 

have bought five yoke of oxen, 

and I go to examine them; I pray 

you, have me excused.‘  And 

another said, ‗I have married a 

wife, and therefore I cannot 

come.‘  So the servant came and 

reported this to his master.  Then 

the householder in anger said to 

his servant, ‗Go out quickly to 

the streets and lanes of the city, 

and bring in the poor and 

maimed and blind and lame.‘  

And the servant said, ‗Sir, what 

you commanded has been done, 

and still there is room.‘  And the 

master said to the servant, ‗Go 

out to the highways and hedges, 

and compel people to come in, 

that my house may be filled.  For 

I tell you, none of those men 

who were invited shall taste my 

banquet.‘  For many are called, 

but few are chosen.‖  



 

 
 

 

A Word 

from Our Fathers 
 

―We seek and desire sweet, 

spiritual enjoyment; I do not 

argue, it is pleasant—but it is 

lower than the cross. It is 

granted to us through the 

cross and without the cross it 

cannot last. It comes to us and 

leaves us according to the 

degree that we travel the way 

of the cross and humility.‖ 
(St. Macarius of Optina) 
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