
Saintly Notes 
The 33 Martyrs of Melitene—St. Hieron and His 

Companions (November 7) 

 

ieron was born in Tyana in Cappadocia of a good and devout 

mother, Stratonika, who was blind. Hieron was a very zealous 
Christian and served his blind mother with great filial love. For two 

reasons he did not wish to join the army, and he resisted and drove off 

those who had been sent to take him. Hieron was loath to leave his 
helpless mother, and it was grievous for him even to consider that, as a 

soldier, he would be compelled to offer sacrifices to idols. 

Finally, Hieron was arrested along with other Christians, and they 

were all taken before the eparch of the town of Melitene. While they 
were still on the road, a man clad in a brilliant white garment appeared to 

Hieron one night and said: ``Behold, Hieron, I proclaim salvation to you: 

you shall not wage war for an earthly king, but for the Heavenly King 
you will complete your struggle, and you shall soon come to Him to 

receive honor and glory.'' At this, Hieron's heart was filled with 

inexpressible joy. In Melitene they were all thrown into prison and 
Hieron, with great zeal, strengthened all the prisoners in the Faith, urging 

that not even one of them fall away, but that all willingly offer their 

bodies to torture and death for Christ. All but one confessed their faith in 

the Lord Jesus Christ. The exception was Hieron's kinsman Victor, who 
fell away from the Faith. The tormentors cut one of Hieron's hands off, 

then flogged and tortured him in various ways until they beheaded him 

and the others. Going to the place of execution, these thirty-three martyrs 
chanted the Psalm: Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the 

law of the Lord (Psalms 118:1). 

Here we will name the honorable martyrs whose names are written 
with his in the Book of Life: Hesychius, Nicander, Athanasius, Mamas, 

Barachius, Callinicus, Theogenes, Nikon, Longinus, Theodore, Valerius, 

Xanthius, Theodulus, Callimachus, Eugenius, Theodochus, Ostrichius, 

Epiphanius, Maximian, Ducitius, Claudian, Theophilus, Gigantius, 
Dorotheus, Theodotus, Castrichius, Anicletus, Themilius, Eutychius, 

Hilarion, Diodotus and Amonitus. A man named Chrysanthus purchased 

Hieron's severed head and honorably buried it, later building a church 
over it in the saint's name. The martyr's severed hand was brought to his 

blind mother. St. Hieron, with his companions, suffered in the year 298 

and entered the glory of Christ. 

(The Prologue from Ochrid) 
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We Are Finally in Our New Home! 

Glory Be to God for All Things!! 



First Antiphon 
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 

Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Second Antiphon 
Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art 

risen from the dead. who sing to Thee. 
Alleluia. 

Third Antiphon 
Troparion of the Resurrection 

(Tone 7) 
Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, 

Thou didst open paradise to the thief; 

Thou didst turn the sadness of the 

ointment-bearing women into joy. And 

didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a 

warning, that Thou hast risen O Christ, 

granting to the world the Great Mercy. 

Little Entrance 

† Entrance Hymn: “Come, let us 
worship and bow down before Christ 

. . . Alleluia.” 

† Troparion of the Resurrection 

(Tone 5): See above. 

† Troparion for the 33 Martyrs of 

Melitene (Tone 4): Thy Martyrs, O 

Lord, in their courageous contest for 
Thee, received as the prize the 

crowns of incorruption and life from 
Thee, our immortal God. For since 

they possessed Thy strength, they 
cast down the tyrants and wholly 

destroyed the demons‟ strengthless 
presumption. O Christ God, by their 

prayers, save our souls, since Thou 

art merciful. 

† Troparion of St. Lazarus of 

Magnesia (Tone 8): In thy vigilant 
prayers, thou didst drench thy pillar 

with streams of tears; by thy 
sightings from the depths, thou didst 

bear fruit a hundredfold in labours; 
and thou becamest a shepherd, 

granting forgiveness to them that 
came to thee, O our righteous Father 

Lazarus. Intercede with Christ God 
that our souls be saved. 

† Troparion for All Saints (Tone 4): 

As with fine porphyry and royal 
purple Thy Church has been adorned 

with Thy martyr‟s blood shed 
throughout all the world. She cries to 

Thee, O Christ God, send down Thy 
bounties on Thy people, grant peace 

to Thy habitation and great mercy to 
our souls. 

† Kontakion for Ordinary Sundays 

(Tone 2): O Protection of Christians 
that is not put to shame, unchanging 

Mediation before the Creator, 
despise not the voice of the sinners‟ 

prayer, but in that thou art good, 
come quickly to help us who call 

upon thee in faith. Make speed to 
intercede and make haste to 

supplicate, O Theotokos, who dost 
ever protect those that honor thee. 

The Trisagion 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, . . .  

Scripture 
for today and next Sunday 

Today: (See insert) 

Next Sunday: 

    Epistle: 1 Cor. 4:9–16 
    Gospel: Luke 10:25–37 

Megalynarion 
(Tone 8) 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee. . . 

Communion Hymn 
(Tone 8) 

Praise the Lord . . . Alleluia. 

 

Post-Communion 

Hymn 
We have seen the true light . . . 

Parish Notes 

Altar Servers Today 

Matthew Wynne, Del Dillard, Noah 
Keim, Micah Keim, Roger Jones. 

Special Attention 

 First Divine Liturgy in Our New 
Temple. Thank God, we will have 
the great blessing of celebrating 
our first Divine Liturgy in our new 
temple today. Services will start 
with Orthros in the old temple and 
then move in procession at 
approximately 9:45am to the new 
temple. Fr. Nicholas will lead all 
through the education wing and 
then into the narthex and nave to 
bless the new temple and building.  

 Annual Voters’ Meeting. Due to 
the difficulty we are having getting 
into our new temple, the parish 
council has postponed the Annual 
Meeting from November 14 to 
December 12 following the Divine 
Liturgy. Please make note of this 
change. The Annual Report should 
be mailed to you within two weeks. 

 Extraordinary Designated Gifts 
for our New Temple and 
Education Wing. On the Narthex 
table in  the new temple you will 
find a brochure with a list of 
possible gifts for our new building.  
    Please read the message from 
Fr. Nicholas on page 2 of the 
brochure. It contains important 
information about how donations 
can be made.  
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The Saints Whom We Remember 

The Thirty-three Martyrs of Melitene; 
Venerable Lazarus the wonder-worker of Magnesia; Venerable Gregory; 

Venerable Cyril of Novoezersk 

This Week’s Schedule 

Today:  9:00a Orthros (old temple); 10:00a Divine Liturgy (new temple) 

Monday: Church Office Closed; 9:00a Baklawa Baking 

Tuesday: 7:00p Parish Council 

Wednesday: 9:15a 3rd Hour Prayer; 9:45p Baklawa Baking; 6:30p Daily 

Vespers 

Friday: 9:00a Baklawa Baking? 

Saturday: 10:00a Divine Liturgy for St. John Chrysostom; 5:30p Great 

Vespers; Birthday Reception 

Sunday:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 



Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings 

Prokeimenon: 

The Lord will give strength to His 

people. 

Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of God, 
ascribe to the Lord honor and glory. 

†Epistle: Eph. 2:14–22 (RSV) 

Brethren, Christ is our peace, Who has 

made us both one, and has broken down 

the dividing wall of hostility, by 

abolishing in His flesh the law of 

commandments and ordinances, that He 

might create in Himself one new man in 

place of the two, so making peace, and 

might reconcile us both to God in one 

body through the Cross, thereby 

bringing the hostility to an end.  And He 

came and preached peace to you, who 

were far off, and peace to those who 

were near; for through Him we both 

have access in one Spirit to the Father.  

So then you are no longer strangers and 

sojourners, but you are fellow citizens 

with the saints and members of the 

household of God, built upon the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

Christ Jesus Himself being the 

cornerstone, in Whom the whole 

structure is joined together and grows 

into a holy temple in the Lord; in Whom 

you also are built into it for a dwelling 

place of God in the Spirit. 

 

†Gospel: Luke 8:41–56 (RSV) 

At that time, there came to Jesus a 

man named Jairus, who was a ruler of 

the synagogue; and falling at Jesus‟ 
feet he besought Him to come to his 

house, for he had an only daughter, 

about twelve years of age, and she 

was dying.  As Jesus went, the people 

pressed round Him.  And a woman, 

who had had a flow of blood for 

twelve years, and had spent all her 

living upon physicians, and could not 

be healed by anyone, came up behind 

Him, and touched the fringe of His 

garment; and immediately her flow of 

blood ceased.  And Jesus said, “Who 

was it that touched Me?”  When all 

denied it, Peter said, “Master, the 

multitudes surround Thee and press 

upon Thee!  And Thou sayest, „Who 

touched Me?‟”  But Jesus said, 

“Someone touched Me; for I perceive 

that power has gone forth from Me.”  

And when the woman saw that she 

was not hidden, she came trembling, 

and falling down before Him declared 

in the presence of all the people why 

she had touched Him, and how she 

had been immediately healed.  And 

Jesus said to her, “Daughter, your 

faith has made you well; go in 

peace.”  While Jesus was still 

speaking, a man from the ruler‟s 

house came and said, “Your daughter 

is dead; do not trouble the Teacher 

any more.”  But Jesus on hearing this 

answered him, “Do not fear; only 

believe, and she shall be well.”  And 

when Jesus came to the house, He 

permitted no one to enter with Him, 

except Peter and James and John, and 

the father and mother of the child.  

And all were weeping and bewailing 

her; but Jesus said, “Do not weep; for 

she is not dead but sleeping.”  And 

they laughed at him, knowing that she 

was dead.  But taking her by the hand 
Jesus called, saying, “Child, arise.”  

And her spirit returned, and she got 

up at once; and Jesus directed that 

something should be given her to eat.  

And her parents were amazed; but He 

charged them to tell no one what had 

happened.
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A Word 

from Our Fathers 
 

“We must love Christ:  

this is necessary for the life of 

our soul. We also need to love 

God‟s creation: animals, trees, 

flowers, birds, and above all, the 

most perfect of God‟s creation, 

man.” 

 

“He who is without love 

cannot be called a Christian, lest 

we mock Christianity.” 
(Elder Amphilochios of Patmos) 
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