
 

Saintly Notes 
The Holy Prophet Zacharias, 

Father of the Forerunner (September 5) 

 

e was the father of St. John the Forerunner. Zacharias was the son of 
Barachias, from the lineage of Abia, of the sons of Aaron. Zacharias 

was a high priest who held the eighth degree of service in the Temple at 

Jerusalem. His wife Elizabeth was the daughter of Sophia and sister of 

St. Anna, who was the mother of the Holy Theotokos. 
During the reign of King Herod the child-slayer, Zacharias was 

serving one day at the Temple of Jerusalem according to his turn. An 

angel of God appeared to him in the sanctuary, and Zacharias had great 
fear. The angel said to him: Fear not, Zacharias (Luke 1:13), and 

announced that Elizabeth would bear a son, in answer to their prayers. 

But both Zacharias and Elizabeth were old. When Zacharias doubted the 
words of the heavenly herald, the angel said: I am Gabriel, that stands in 

the presence of God (Luke 1:19). Zacharias was struck dumb from that 

hour, and could not speak until his son was born and he had written on a 

tablet: His name is John (Luke 1:63). Then his speech returned, and he 
magnified God. 

Some time later, when the Lord Jesus had been born and Herod began 

to slaughter the children of Bethlehem, he sent men to find and kill the 
son of Zacharias—for Herod had heard all that had happened to 

Zacharias, and how John had been born. Upon seeing the soldiers 

coming, Elizabeth took John into her arms—he was a year and a half old 
at that time-fled from the house with him, and ran to a rocky and desolate 

place. When she saw the soldiers following her, she cried out to the 

mountain: ―O mountain of God, receive a mother with her child!‖ and 

the rock opened and hid the mother and child. Then Herod, enraged that 
the child John had not been slain, ordered that Zacharias be slain before 

the altar. The blood of Zacharias was spilled on the marble and dried 

solid as stone, and remained as a witness to Herod's evil deed. 
In the place where Elizabeth hid with John a cave opened, water 

flowed out of it, and a fruit-bearing palm grew, all by the power of God. 

Forty days after the death of Zacharias, the blessed Elizabeth died. The 

child John remained in the wilderness, fed by an angel and protected by 
God's providence, until the day he appeared at the Jordan. 

(The Prologue from Ochrid) 
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The Holy Prophet Zacharias 



First Antiphon 
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 

Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Second Antiphon 
Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art 

risen from the dead, who sing to Thee. 
Alleluia. 

Third Antiphon 
Troparion of the Resurrection 

(Tone 6) 
When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking 
for Thy sacred body, angelic powers 

shone above Thy revered tomb; and the 
soldiers who were to keep guard became 

as dead men. Thou led Hades captive and 
wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst 

meet the Virgin and didst give life to the 
world, O Thou, Who art risen from the 

dead, O Lord, glory to Thee. 

Little Entrance 

† Entrance Hymn: ―Come, let us 
worship and bow down before Christ 

. . . Alleluia.‖ 

† Troparion of the Resurrection 
(Tone 6): See above. 

† Troparion of the Prophet Zacharias 

(Tone 4): In the vesture of a priest, 
according to the Law of God, thou 

didst offer unto Him well-pleasing 
whole-burnt offerings, as it befitted a 

priest, O wise Zachariah. Thou wast 
a shining light, a seer of mysteries, 

bearing in thyself clearly the signs of 
grace; and in God‘s temple, O wise 

Prophet of Christ God, thou wast 
slain with the sword. Hence, with the 

Forerunner, make entreaty that our 
souls find salvation. 

† Troparion for All Saints (Tone 4): 
As with fine porphyry and royal 

purple Thy Church has been adorned 

with Thy martyr‘s blood shed 

throughout all the world. She cries to 

Thee, O Christ God, send down Thy 
bounties on Thy people, grant peace 

to Thy habitation and great mercy to 
our souls. 

† Kontakion of the Nativity of the 
Theotokos (Tone 4): By thy holy 

nativity, O pure one, Joachim and 
Anna were delivered from the 

reproach of barrenness; and Adam 
and Eve were delivered from the 

corruption of death; thy people do 
celebrate it, having been saved from 

the stain of iniquity, crying unto thee, 
The barren doth give birth to the 

Theotokos, who nourisheth our life. 

The Trisagion 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, . . .  

Scripture 
for today and next Sunday 

Today: (See insert) 

Next Sunday: 

    Epistle: Gal. 6:11–18 
    Gospel: John.3:13–17 

Megalynarion 
(Tone 8) 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee. . . 

Communion Hymn 
(Tone 8) 

Praise the Lord . . . Alleluia. 

 

Post-Communion Hymn 
We have seen the true light . . . 

Parish Notes 

Altar Servers Today 

William Christopoulos, Christopher 
Wingenbach, Ilya Moundous, Gabriel 
Pope, Nicholas Kliewer. 

Special Attention 

 Extraordinary Designated Gifts 
for our New Temple and 
Education Wing. On the Narthex 
table you will find a brochure with a 
list of possible gifts for our new 
building.  
    Please read the message from 
Fr. Nicholas on page 2 of the 
brochure. It contains important 
information about how donations 
can be made. 
    We currently have donations for 
the center dome icon, the altar 
table, Last Supper Icon, and the 
Theotokos icon on the iconostasis. 
Thank God for the generosity of our 
parishioners. 

 Women’s Fellowship Bible Study. 
All women are invited to attend this 
brunch and study, Saturday 
September 18

th
 from 9:00am to 

11:00am in the Parish Hall. Contact 
Khr. Barbara (772-9819) for further 
information. 

 Saint Sophia Prayer Group. 
Calling all mothers, grandmothers, 
godmothers and anyone who prays 
for our children—join us as we pray 
the Akathist hymn to the Mother of 
God for our children on the first 
Tuesday of every month, starting on 
September 7

th
 at 10:00am in the 

Nave. See brochures on the 
Narthex table. 

 September Calendars Available 
on the Narthex Table. 

 Building Update. The finishing 
work is continuing. We are still 
expecting the first Divine Liturgy to 
be celebrated in our new temple on 
October 3, 2010. 
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The Saints Whom We Remember 

Prophet Zachariah, father of the Forerunner; 

Obadiah, bishop of Persia; martyrdom of the Holy Passion-bearer Gleb 

This Week’s Schedule 

Today:  9:00a Orthros; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 

Monday: Church Office Closed 

Tuesday: 10:00a Agathist for Our Children; 6:30p Eve. Div. Liturgy for the 

Nativity of the Theotokos 

Wednesday: 9:15a 3rd Hour Prayer; 6:30p Daily Vespers 

Saturday: 5:30p Great Vespers; 

Sunday:  9:00a Orthros; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 



Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings 

Prokeimenon: 

O Lord, save Thy people and bless 

Thine inheritance. 

Unto Thee have I cried, O Lord 

my God. 

†Epistle: 2 Cor. 4:6–15 (RSV) 

Brethren, it is the God Who said, 

―Let light shine out of darkness‖ 

Who has shone in our hearts to give 

the light of the knowledge of the 

glory of God in the face of Christ. 

But we have this treasure in earthen 

vessels, to show that the 

transcendent power belongs to God 

and not to us.  We are afflicted in 

every way, but not crushed; 

perplexed, but not driven to 

despair; persecuted, but not 

forsaken; struck down, but not 

destroyed; always carrying in the 

body the death of Jesus, so that the 

life of Jesus may also be 

manifested in our bodies.  For 

while we live we are always being 

given up to death for Jesus‘ sake, 

so that the life of Jesus may be 

manifested in our mortal flesh.  So 

death is at work in us, but life in 

you. Since we have the same spirit 

of faith as he had who wrote, ―I 

believed, and so I spoke,‖ we too 

believe, and so we speak, knowing 

that He Who raised the Lord Jesus 

will raise us also with Jesus and 

bring us with you into His 

presence.  For it is all for your sake, 

so that as grace extends to more 

and more people it may increase 

thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 

 

†Gospel: Matt. 22:35–46 (RSV) 

At that time, there came to Jesus a 

lawyer, asking Him a question to 

test Him: ―Teacher, which is the 

great commandment in the law?‖ 

And Jesus said to him, ―You shall 

love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, and with all your soul, 

and with all your mind. This is the 

great and first commandment. And 

a second is like it: You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself. On these 

two commandments depend all the 

Law and the prophets.‖  Now while 

the Pharisees were gathered 

together, Jesus asked them a 

question, saying, ―What do you 

think of the Christ?  Whose son is 

He?‖  They said to Him, ―The son 

of David.‖  Jesus said to them, 

―How is it then, that David, in the 

Spirit, calls Him Lord, saying, ‗The 

Lord said to my Lord: Sit at My 

right hand, until I make Thine 

enemies Thy footstool?‘  If David 

thus calls Him Lord, how is He His 

son?‖  And no one was able to 

answer Him a word, nor from that 

day did anyone dare to ask Him 

any more questions. 
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love the Lord your God with all 
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answer Him a word, nor from that 
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any more questions.  



 

 
 

 

Word 
from Our Fathers 

 

―I once saw three monks receive 

the same type of injury at the 

same time. The first felt it 

keenly, but did not speak; the 

second was delighted by the 

thought of the reward the injury 

would bring him and he felt 

compassion for the wrongdoer; 

the third wept fervently at the 

thought of the harm his offending 

neighbor was suffering. At work, 

then, were fear, the sense of 

reward due, and love.‖ 
(St. John Climacus) 
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