
Hieromartyr Babylas of Antioch 

 

Saintly Notes 
Hieromartyr Babylas of Antioch (September 4) 

 
his ―great and wonderful man, if he could be called a man‖—as St. 

John Chrysostom spoke of him—was Bishop of Antioch during the 

reign of the wicked Emperor Numerian. This Numerian concluded a peace 

treaty with a barbarian king, who was more noble and peace-loving than he. 

As a sign of his sincere desire for a lasting peace, the barbarian king gave his 

young son to be brought up and educated in Numerian's court.  

One day Numerian stabbed this innocent boy to death with his own 

hands, and offered him as a sacrifice to the idols. Still hot from the crime 

and the innocent blood, this criminal with an emperor's crown went to a 

Christian church to see what was going on there. St. Babylas was at prayer 

with the people, and heard that the emperor had come with his retinue and 

desired to enter the church. Babylas interrupted the service, went out in front 

of the church, and told the emperor that as he was an idolater he could not 

enter the holy temple where the one, true God was glorified. In a homily 

about Babylas, St. John Chrysostom said: ―Who else in the world would he 

fear—he who, with such authority, repulsed the emperor?… By this, he 

taught emperors not to overreach their authority beyond the measure given 

to them by God, and he also showed the clergy how to use their own 

authority.‖ 

The shamed emperor turned back, but planned revenge. The following 

day, he summoned Babylas and berated him, urging him to offer sacrifice to 

the idols, which, of course, the saint steadfastly refused to do. The emperor 

then bound Babylas and cast him into prison. The emperor also tortured 

three children: Urban, age twelve, Prilidian, age nine, and Hippolinus, age 

seven. Babylas was their spiritual father and teacher, and they, out of love 

for him, had not run away. They were the sons of Christodula, an honorable 

Christian woman who had herself suffered for Christ. 

The emperor first ordered that each child be beaten with a number of 

blows corresponding to his years, and then had them cast into prison. He 

finally had all three beheaded with the sword. The chained Babylas was 

present at the beheading of the children and encouraged them. After that, he 

laid his own honorable head under the sword. He was buried in his chains by 

the Christians, in the same grave as those three wondrous children, as he had 

willed before his martyrdom. Their holy souls flew off to their heavenly 

habitation, while their miracle-working relics remained for the benefit of the 

faithful, as a constant witness to their heroism in the Faith. They suffered in 

about the year 250. 

(The Prologue from Ochrid) 
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Consecration of Our New Temple: Coming October 23, 2011 



First Antiphon 
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 

Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Second Antiphon 
Refrain: O Son of God, Who art risen from 

the dead save us who sing to Thee. Alleluia. 

Third Antiphon 
Resurrectional Troparion (Tone 3) 
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be 

glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act 

with His own arm. He hath trampled down 

death by death, and became the first-born 

from the dead. He hath delivered us from 

the depths of Hades, granting the world the 

Great Mercy. 

Little Entrance 

† Entrance Hymn: ―Come, let us 

worship and bow down before Christ . 

. . Alleluia.‖ 

† Resurrectional Troparion (Tone 3) 

(see above) 

† Troparion for St. Babylas of Antioch 

(Tone 4): By choosing the Apostles’ 

way of life, thou hast succeeded to 

their throne. Inspired by God, thou 

didst find the way to divine 

contemplation through the practice of 

virtue. After teaching the Word of 

Truth without error, thou didst defend 

the Faith to the very shedding of thy 

blood, O Hieromartyr Babylas. Entreat 

the Lord our God to save our souls. 

† Troparion of the Prophet Moses the 

God-Seer (Tone 2): As we celebrate 

the memory of Thy Prophet Moses, O 

Lord, through him we beseech Thee to 

save our souls 

† Troparion of All Saints(Tone 4): As 

with fine porphyry and royal purple 

Thy Church has been adorned with 

Thy martyr’s blood shed throughout all 

the world. She cries to Thee, O Christ 

God, send down Thy bounties on Thy 

people, grant peace to Thy habitation 

and great mercy to our souls. 

† Kontakion of the Nativity of the 

Theotokos (Tone 4): By thy holy 

nativity, O pure one, Joachim and 

Anna were delivered from the reproach 

of barrenness; and Adam and Eve were 

delivered from the corruption of death; 

thy people do celebrate it, having been 

saved from the stain of iniquity, crying 

unto thee: The barren doth give birth to 

the Theotokos, who nourisheth our 

life. 

The Trisagion 
Holy God, Holy Mighty . . .  Alleluia. 

Scripture 
for today and next Sunday 

Today: (See insert) 

Next Sunday (September 11): 

    Epistle: Gal. 6:11–18 

    Gospel: John 3:13–17 

Megalynarion (Tone 8) 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee . . . 

Communion Hymn 
(Tone 8) 

Praise the Lord from the heavens . . . 

Alleluia. 

Post-Communion 

Hymn 
We have seen the true light . . . 

Parish Notes 

Altar Servers Today 

Del Dillard, Noah Keim, Micah Keim, 

Asa Keim 

Special Attention 

 Consecration of Our Temple, Altar, 
and Iconostasis. Please mark the 
weekend of the 22nd and 23rd of 
October as an absolute “must 
attend.” We would like our entire 
membership and all our friends to be 
present. 

 Thank God We Have Received 
Sufficient Donations to Complete the 
Iconostasis. 

 Church School Starts Next Sunday. 
Make sure that your children are 
registered (see Shell Keim 388-7962). 

 Adult Class Starts Next Sunday. The 
first class session will be taught by 
Deacon David and will be an 
explanation of the October 23rd 
Consecration Service. All adults are 
welcome. 

 Remember to Pray for All Who Are 
Suffering Due to the Recent 
Hurricane. 

 Church Etiquette—Entering and 
Leaving During the Service. Except in 
the case of an emergency it is 
disrespectful to enter or leave the 
service during the readings of the 
Epistle and Gospel, the homily/sermon, 
or anytime that the Body and Blood of 
Christ are in the Nave (e.g. during the 

distribution of Holy Communion). 

   On some Sundays, it almost seems 
like we have a revolving door in the 
back of the church—and it is used by 
both children and adults. Use the 
restroom before coming to church. You 
shouldn't need to get a drink of water 
during the service (especially if you are 
taking Communion!). Don't come to 
church to go to the fellowship hall—
come to pray. 
    Taking restless little ones out is a 
different matter. If a child is disruptive, 
take him/her quickly and quietly out of 
church, just long enough to settle him 
down, then return to Liturgy. 
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The Saints Whom We Remember 

Martyrs Jerusalem, Sekendos, Sekendios and Kegouros in Aleppo; 

Martyr Hermione, daughter of the Apostle Philip the deacon; 

Venerable Anthimos the New 

This Week’s Schedule 

Today:  9:00a Orthros; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 

Monday: Church Office Closed. 

Tuesday: 10:00a Akathist for Our Children; 7:00p Parish Council 

Wednesday: 9:15a 3
rd

 Hour Prayers; 6:30p Eve. Div. Lit for Nativity of the 

Theotokos; 8:30p Potluck 

Thursday: 6:30p Baptism of Luke Wagoner 

Saturday: 5:30p Great Vespers 

Sunday:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Typika w/Reserved 

Sacrament 



Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings 

Prokeimenon: 

Sing praises to our God, sing praises. 

Clap your hands, all ye nations. 

†Epistle: 1 Cor. 15:1–11 (RSV) 

Brethren, I would remind you in what 

terms I preached to you the Gospel, 

which you received, in which you stand, 

by which you are saved, if you hold it 

fast—unless you believed in vain.  For I 

delivered to you as of first importance 

what I also received, that Christ died for 

our sins in accordance with the 

Scriptures, that He was buried, that He 

rose on the third day in accordance with 

the Scriptures, and that He appeared to 

Cephas, then to the Twelve.  Then He 

appeared to more than five hundred 

brethren at one time, most of whom are 

still alive, though some have fallen 

asleep.  Then He appeared to James, 

then to all the Apostles.  Last of all, as to 

one untimely born, He appeared also to 

me.  For I am the least of the Apostles, 

unfit to be called an Apostle, because I 

persecuted the church of God.  But by 

the grace of God I am what I am, and 

His grace toward me was not in vain.  

On the contrary, I worked harder than 

any of them, though it was not I, but the 

grace of God, which is with me.  

Whether then it was I or they, so we 

preach and so you believed. 

 

†Gospel: Matt. 19:16–26 (RSV) 

At that time, one came up to him, 

saying, ―Teacher, what good deed 

must I do, to have eternal life?‖  And 

he said to him, ―Why do you ask me 

about what is good?  One there is 

who is good.  If you would enter life, 

keep the commandments.‖  He said to 

him, ―Which?‖  And Jesus said, ―You 

shall not kill, You shall not commit 

adultery, You shall not steal, You 

shall not bear false witness, Honor 

your father and mother, and, You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.‖  

The young man said to him, ―All 

these I have observed; what do I still 

lack?‖  Jesus said to him, ―If you 

would be perfect, go, sell what you 

possess and give to the poor, and you 

will have treasure in heaven; and 

come, follow me.‖  When the young 

man heard this he went away 

sorrowful, for he had great 

possessions.  And Jesus said to his 

disciples, ―Truly, I say to you, it will 

be hard for a rich man to enter the 

kingdom of heaven.  Again I tell you, 

it is easier for a camel to go through 

the eye of a needle than for a rich 

man to enter the kingdom of God.‖  

When the disciples heard this they 

were greatly astonished, saying, 

―Who then can be saved?‖  But Jesus 

looked at them and said to them, 

―With men this is impossible, but 

with God all things are possible.‖
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A Word 

from Our Fathers  

―IT IS DANGEROUS to climb a 

rotten ladder, and in the same way 

all honor, glory, and power pose a 

danger to humility.‖ 

 

―LIKE THE SUN’S RAY passing 

through a crack and lighting up the 

house, showing up even the finest 

dust, the fear of the Lord on 

entering the heart of a man shows 

up all his sins.‖ 

(St. John Climacus) 
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