
 

Saintly Notes 
Beheading of St. John the Baptist (August 29) 

 

erod Antipas, son of the elder Herod, who was the slayer of the 

children of Bethlehem at the time of the birth of the Lord Jesus, was 
ruler of Galilee at the time when John the Baptist was preaching. This 

Herod was married to the daughter of Aretas, an Arabian prince. But 

Herod, an evil sprout of an evil root, put away his lawful wife and 
unlawfully took unto himself Herodias as his concubine, the wife of his 

brother Philip, who was still living. 

John the Baptist stood up against this lawlessness and strongly 
denounced Herod who then cast John into prison. At the time of a 

banquet in his court in Sebastia in Galilee Salome, the daughter of 

Herodias and Philip, danced before the guests. The drunken Herod was 

so taken by this dance that he promised Salome that he would give her 
whatever she asked of him, even though it be half of his kingdom. Being 

persuaded by her mother, Salome asked for the head of John the Baptist. 

Herod gave the order and John was beheaded in prison and his head 
brought to him on a platter. 

John's disciples took the body of their teacher by night and honorably 

buried it and Herodias pierced the tongue of John with a needle in many 

places and buried the head in an unclean place. What later happened to 
John the Baptist's head can be read on February 24. However, God's 

punishment quickly befell this group of evil doers. Prince Aretas, in 

order to cleanse his daughter's honor, attacked Herod with his army and 
defeated him. The defeated Herod was sentenced by the Roman Caesar, 

Caligula, to exile at first to Gaul and later to Spain. As exiles, Herod and 

Herodias lived in poverty and humiliation until the earth opened up and 
swallowed them. Salome died an evil death on the Sikaris (Sula) river. 

The death of St. John occurred before the Pascha [Passover] but its 

celebration on August 29 was established because, on that day, a church 

which had been built over his grave in Sebastia by Emperor Constantine 
and Empress Helena was consecrated. In this church the relics of John's 

disciples, Eliseus and Audius, were also placed. 

(The Prologue from Ochrid) 
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First Antiphon 
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 
Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Second Antiphon 
Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art 
risen from the dead, who sing to Thee. 

Alleluia. 

Third Antiphon 
Troparion of the Resurrection 

(Tone 5) 
Let us believers praise and worship the 

Word; coeternal with the Father and the 
Spirit, born of the Virgin for our 

salvation. For He took pleasure in 
ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer 

death; and to raise the dead by His 
glorious resurrection. 

Little Entrance 

† Entrance Hymn: “Come, let us 
worship and bow down before Christ 
. . . Alleluia.” 

† Troparion of the Resurrection 

(Tone 5): See above. 

† Troparion of the Beheading 

(Tone 2): The memory of the 
righteous is celebrated with songs of 

praise, but the Lord‟s testimony is 
sufficient for thee, O Forerunner. 

Thou wast shown indeed to be the 
most honorable of the prophets, for in 

the waters thou didst baptize Him 

Who had been proclaimed. After 
suffering with joy in behalf of the 

truth, thou didst proclaim even to 
those in Hades the God Who 

appeared in the flesh, Who takest 
away the sin of the world, and 

granteth us the Great Mercy. 

† Troparion for All Saints (Tone 4): 

As with fine porphyry and royal 
purple Thy Church has been adorned 

with Thy martyr‟s blood shed 

throughout all the world. She cries to 
Thee, O Christ God, send down Thy 

bounties on Thy people, grant peace 
to Thy habitation and great mercy to 

our souls. 

† Kontakion of the Nativity of the 

Theotokos (Tone 2): By thy holy 
nativity, O pure one, Joachim and 

Anna were delivered from the 
reproach of barrenness; and Adam 

and Eve were delivered from the 
corruption of death; thy people do 

celebrate it, having been saved from 
the stain of iniquity, crying unto thee, 

The barren doth give birth to the 
Theotokos, who nourisheth our life. 

The Trisagion 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, . . .  

Scripture 
for today and next Sunday 

Today: (See insert) 

Next Sunday: 

    Epistle: Acts 13:25–33 
    Gospel: Mark. 6:14–30 

Megalynarion 
(Tone 8) 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee. . . 

Communion Hymn 
(Tone 8) 

Praise the Lord . . . Alleluia. 

 

Post-Communion Hymn 
We have seen the true light . . . 

Parish Notes 

Altar Servers Today 

Matthew Wynne, Del Dillard, Noah 
Keim, Micah Keim, Roger Jones. 

Special Attention 

 Extraordinary Designated Gifts 
for our New Temple and 
Education Wing. On the Narthex 
table you will find a brochure with a 
list of possible gifts for our new 
building.  
    Please read the message from 
Fr. Nicholas on page 2 of the 
brochure. It contains important 
information about how donations 
can be made. 
    We currently have donations for 
the center dome icon, the altar 
table, Last Supper Icon, and the 
Theotokos icon on the iconostasis. 
Thank God for the generosity of our 
parishioners. 

 Homilies at All Saints. 
Occasionally, the homily on Sunday 
morning will be printed for 
distribution the following week. 
Please look for copies on the 
Narthex table. 

 10
th

 Anniversary Celebration & 
Invitation. Holy Transfiguration 
Orthodox Church will be celebrating 
their 10

th
 anniversary as a parish on 

September 12, 2010. They have 
issued a general invitation to the 
members of All Saints to attend the 
anniversary dinner to be held at 
12:30pm on the 12

th
 at the Cambria 

Suites near the airport. Dinner 
reservations are required and 
available on the Narthex table or 
from Fr. Nicholas. All reservations 
must be received by 9/3/2010. 

 Saint Sophia Prayer Group. 
Calling all mothers, grandmothers, 
godmothers and anyone who prays 
for our children—join us as we pray 
the Akathist hymn to the Mother of 
God for our children on the first 
Tuesday of every month, starting on 
September 7

th
 at 10:00am in the 

Nave. See brochures on the 
Narthex table. 

 September Calendars Available 
on the Narthex Table. 
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The Saints Whom We Remember 

Venerable Theodora of Thessalonika, 

Theopistis and Joseph the Sanctified of Samaka 

This Week’s Schedule 

Today:  9:00a Orthros; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 
Monday: Church Office Closed 

Tuesday: 6:30p Eve. Div. Liturgy for the Indiction (Church New Year) 

Wednesday: 9:15a 3rd Hour Prayer; 6:30p Daily Vespers 

Saturday: 5:30p Great Vespers; 

Sunday:  9:00a Orthros; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 



Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings 

Prokeimenon: 

The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord. 

Hear my prayer, O God. 

†Epistle: Acts 13:25–33 (RSV) 

In those days, as John was finishing his 

course, he said, “Who do you suppose 

that I am?  I am not He.  No, but after me 

One is coming, the sandals of Whose 

feet I am not worthy to untie.”  Brethren, 

sons of the family of Abraham, and those 

among you that fear God, to us have 

been sent the message of this salvation.  

For those who live in Jerusalem and their 

rulers, because they did not recognize 

Him nor understand the utterances of the 

prophets, which are read every Sabbath, 

fulfilled these by condemning Him.  

Though they could charge Him with 

nothing deserving death, yet they asked 

Pilate to have Him killed.  And when 

they had fulfilled all that was written of 

Him, they took Him down from the tree, 

and laid Him in a tomb.  But God raised 

Him from the dead; and for many days 

He appeared to those who came up with 

Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are 

now His witnesses to the people.  And 

we bring you the good news that what 

God promised to the fathers, this He has 

fulfilled to us their children by raising 

Jesus. 

 

†Gospel: Mark 6:14–30 (RSV) 

At that time, Jesus‟ Name had become 

known, and King Herod heard of it.  

Some said, “John the Baptizer has been 
raised from the dead; that is why these 

powers are at work in Him.”  But others 

said, “It is Elijah.”  And others said, “It is 

a prophet, like one of the prophets of 

old.”  But when Herod heard of it he 

said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been 

raised.”  For Herod had sent and seized 

John, and bound him in prison for the 

sake of Herodias, his brother Philip‟s 

wife, because he had married her.  For 

John said to Herod, “It is not lawful for 

you to have your brother‟s wife.”  And 

Herodias had a grudge against him, and 

wanted to kill him.  But she could not, 

for Herod feared John, knowing that he 

was a righteous and holy man, and kept 

him safe. When he heard him, he was 

much perplexed; and yet he heard him 

gladly.  But an opportunity came when 

Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for 

his courtiers and officers and the leading 

men of Galilee.  For when Herodias‟ 

daughter came in and danced, she 

pleased Herod and his guests; and the 

king said to the girl, “Ask me for 

whatever you wish, and I will grant it.”  

And he vowed to her, “Whatever you 

ask me, I will give you, even half of my 

kingdom.”  And she went out, and said 

to her mother, “What shall I ask?”  And 

she said, “The head of John the 

Baptizer.”  And she came in immediately 

with haste to the king, and asked, saying, 

“I want you to give me at once the head 

of John the Baptist on a platter.”  And 

the king was exceedingly sorry; but 

because of his oaths and his guests he did 

not want to break his word to her.  And 

immediately the king sent a soldier of the 

guard and gave orders to bring his head.  

He went and beheaded him in the prison, 

and brought his head on a platter, and 

gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to 
her mother.  When his disciples heard of 

it, they came and took his body, and laid 

it in a tomb.  The Apostles returned to 

Jesus, and told him all that they had done 

and taught. 

Prokeimenon: 

The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord. 

Hear my prayer, O God. 
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†Gospel: Mark 6:14–30 (RSV) 

At that time, Jesus‟ Name had become 

known, and King Herod heard of it.  

Some said, “John the Baptizer has been 
raised from the dead; that is why these 

powers are at work in Him.”  But others 

said, “It is Elijah.”  And others said, “It is 

a prophet, like one of the prophets of 

old.”  But when Herod heard of it he 

said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been 

raised.”  For Herod had sent and seized 

John, and bound him in prison for the 

sake of Herodias, his brother Philip‟s 

wife, because he had married her.  For 

John said to Herod, “It is not lawful for 

you to have your brother‟s wife.”  And 

Herodias had a grudge against him, and 

wanted to kill him.  But she could not, 

for Herod feared John, knowing that he 

was a righteous and holy man, and kept 

him safe. When he heard him, he was 

much perplexed; and yet he heard him 

gladly.  But an opportunity came when 

Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for 

his courtiers and officers and the leading 

men of Galilee.  For when Herodias‟ 

daughter came in and danced, she 

pleased Herod and his guests; and the 

king said to the girl, “Ask me for 

whatever you wish, and I will grant it.”  

And he vowed to her, “Whatever you 

ask me, I will give you, even half of my 

kingdom.”  And she went out, and said 

to her mother, “What shall I ask?”  And 

she said, “The head of John the 

Baptizer.”  And she came in immediately 

with haste to the king, and asked, saying, 

“I want you to give me at once the head 

of John the Baptist on a platter.”  And 

the king was exceedingly sorry; but 

because of his oaths and his guests he did 

not want to break his word to her.  And 

immediately the king sent a soldier of the 

guard and gave orders to bring his head.  

He went and beheaded him in the prison, 

and brought his head on a platter, and 

gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to 
her mother.  When his disciples heard of 

it, they came and took his body, and laid 

it in a tomb.  The Apostles returned to 

Jesus, and told him all that they had done 

and taught.  



 

 

Word 
from Our Fathers 

 

“Meekness is a mind consistent amid 

honor or dishonor. Meekness prays 

quietly and sincerely for a neighbor 

however troublesome he may be. 

Meekness is a rock looking out over 

the sea of anger which breaks the 

waves which come crashing on it and 

stays entirely unmoved. Meekness is 

the bulwark of patience, the door, 

indeed the mother of love, and the 

foundation of discernment. 

For it is said: „The Lord will teach 

His ways to the meek‟ (Ps. 24:9). 

And it is meekness that earns pardon 

for our sins, gives confidence 

to our prayers and makes a place for 

the Holy Spirit. „To whom shall I 

look if not the meek and the 

peaceful?‟ (Isa. 66:2).” 
(St. John Climacus) 
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