
Saintly Notes 
Great-Martyr Christina of Tyre (July 24) 

 

hristina was born in the city of Tyre the daughter of Urban, the 

imperial deputy, an idol worshipper. The reason her parents gave 

her the name of Christina is unknown but it concealed the mystery of 

her future following of Christ. 

Until age eleven, she knew nothing of Christ. When she reached 

the age of eleven her father, in order to conceal her from the world 

because of her extraordinary beauty until she fully matured, 

designated the highest floor of a tall tower for her to live. All the 

comforts of life were afforded her; slaves were given to serve her, 

gold and silver idols were placed in her quarters so that she may offer 

daily sacrifices to them. However, in this idolatrous environment, it 

was difficult for the soul of young Christina. Looking out through the 

window each day at the sun and all the beauty of the world then, 

again at night, at the miraculous cluster of shining stars, Christina, 

through her own natural understanding came to the firm belief in the 

One Living God. 

The merciful God, seeing her longing for the truth, sent His angel 

who traced the sign of the cross upon Christina and called her the 

bride of Christ and completely instructed her in godly understanding. 

Christina then smashed all the idols in her quarters and provoked wild 

fury in her father. Her father brought her to trial and handed her over 

to be tortured and, after that, threw her into the dungeon with the 

intention to behead her the next day. That night Urban, completely 

healthy, parted from his soul and went to the grave before his 

daughter. 

After that two imperial deputies, Dion and Julian, continued to 

torture this holy virgin. Christina's courageous endurance and her 

miracles, which she worked by the power of God, converted many 

pagans of Tyre to Christianity. During the torturing of Christina, Dion 

suddenly fell dead in the midst of the people. Dion's successor, Julian, 

severed the breasts and tongue of Christina. The martyr took her 

tongue and threw it into Julian's face and he was instantly blinded. 

Finally her suffering for Christ ended by death beneath the sharp 

sword and her life continues in the immortal kingdom of the angels. 

Christina honorably suffered in the third century. 

(The Prologue from Ochrid) 
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Consecration of Our New Temple: Coming October 23, 2011 

Great-Martyr Christina of Tyre 



First Antiphon 
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 

Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Second Antiphon 
Refrain: O Son of God, Who art risen from 

the dead save us who sing to Thee. Alleluia. 

Third Antiphon 
Troparion of the Resurrection 

(Tone 5) 
Let us believers praise and worship the 

Word; coeternal with the Father and the 

Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation. 

For, He took pleasure in ascending the 

Cross in the flesh to suffer death; and to 

raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection. 

 

Little Entrance 

† Entrance Hymn: ―Come, let us 

worship and bow down before Christ . 

. . Alleluia.‖ 

† Resurrectional Troparion (Tone 5) 

(See above) 

† Troparion for St. Christina (Tone 4): 

Thine ewe-lamb, Christina, O Jesus, 

doth cry unto Thee with a loud voice: 

My Bridegroom, I do long for Thee 

and in struggles seek Thee. I am 

crucified and buried with Thee in Thy 

Baptism, and for Thee I do suffer until 

I reign with Thee. I die for Thee that I 

may live in Thee. Then as a sacrifice 

without blemish, receive her who for 

Thy sake was slain. Through her 

intercessions, therefore, since Thou art 

merciful, save our souls. 

† Troparion for All Saints (Tone 4): As 

with fine porphyry and royal purple 

Thy Church has been adorned with 

Thy martyr‘s blood shed throughout all 

the world. She cries to Thee, O Christ 

God, send down Thy bounties on Thy 

people, grant peace to Thy habitation 

and great mercy to our souls. 

† Kontakion for Ordinary Sundays 

(Tone 2): O Protection of Christians 

that is not put to shame, unchanging 

Mediation before the Creator, despise 

not the voice of the sinners‘ prayer, but 

in that thou art good, come quickly to 

help us who call upon thee in faith. 

Make speed to intercede and make 

haste to supplicate, O Theotokos, who 

dost ever protect those that honor thee. 

The Trisagion 
Holy God, Holy Mighty . . .  Alleluia. 

Scripture 
for today and next Sunday 

Today: (See insert) 

Next Sunday: 

    Epistle: Rom. 15:1–7 

    Gospel: Matt. 9:27–35 

Megalynarion (Tone 8) 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee . . . 

Communion Hymn 
(Tone 8) 

Praise the Lord from the heavens . . . 

Alleluia. 

Post-Communion 

Hymn 
We have seen the true light . . . 

Parish Notes 

Altar Servers Today 

Matthew Wynne, Del Dillard, Noah Keim, 
Micah Keim, Roger Jones. 

Special Attention 

 Vacations. Please remember as you go 
on vacations and recreational outings 

this summer that worship of God is still 
possible and will make your vacation 
even more joyful. If you would like a 
list of Antiochian churches near your 
vacation spot please see Fr. Nicholas. 

 Summer Offerings. It is sometimes 

true that our offerings go down during 
the summer months. The parish 
expenses however, remain the same. 
Please remember to faithfully send in 
your tithes and offerings for both the 
general fund and the building fund. 
Pre-addressed envelopes are available 
in the narthex. 

 Consecration of Our Temple, Altar, 
and Iconostasis. Plans for this very 
special and significant day in the life of 
our parish are currently being made. 
Please mark the weekend of the 22nd 
and 23rd of October as an absolute 
“must attend.” We would like our 
entire membership and all our friends 
to be present. 

 Please Note the Special Insert about 
the Completion of our Iconostasis. 

 Archdiocese Convention in Chicago. 
Please pray that God will bless the 
convention this year. Remember also in 
your prayers all those who will be 
traveling to Chicago and back that God 
will grant them safe journeys and 
productive and edifying experiences at 
the convention. Fr. Nicholas will return 
on Saturday the 30th. 

 Fr Nicholas’ Schedule. Fr. Nicholas 
will be attending the Chicago 
convention all week. During that time 
any emergency should be referred to 

Deacon David (388-7962).  
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The Saints Whom We Remember 

New-martyrs Athanasios of Ikia and Theophilos of Zakynthos; 

Athenagoras the Confessor; Passion-bearers Boris (Roman) and Gleb (David) 

This Week’s Schedule 

Today:  9:00a Orthros; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 

Mon.–Sat: Church Office Closed. Fr. Nicholas at Archdiocese Convention in 

Chicago 

Wednesday: 6:30p Vespers 

Saturday: 5:30p Great Vespers 

Sunday:  9:00a Orthros; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 



Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings 

Prokeimenon: 

Thou, O Lord, wilt preserve us and 

keep us from this generation. 

Save me, O Lord, for the Godly 

man hath disappeared. 

†Epistle: Rom. 12:6–14 (RSV) 

Brethren, having gifts that differ 

according to the grace given to us, 

let us use them: if prophecy, in 

proportion to our faith; if service, 

in our serving; he who teaches, in 

his teaching; he who exhorts, in his 

exhortation; he who contributes, in 

liberality; he who gives aid, with 

zeal; he who does acts of mercy, 

with cheerfulness. Let love be 

genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast 

to what is good; love one another 

with brotherly affection; outdo one 

another in showing honor. Never 

flag in zeal, be aglow with the 

Spirit, and serve the Lord. Rejoice 

in your hope, be patient in 

tribulation, be constant in prayer. 

Contribute to the needs of the 

saints, practice hospitality. Bless 

those who persecute you; bless and 

do not curse them. 

 

†Gospel: Matt. 9:1–8 (RSV) 

At that time, Jesus got into a 

boat, crossed over and came to 

His own city.  And behold, they 

brought to Him a paralytic, lying 

on his bed; and when Jesus saw 

their faith He said to the 

paralytic, ―Take heart, my son; 

your sins are forgiven.‖  And 

behold, some of the scribes said 

to themselves, ―This man is 

blaspheming.‖  But Jesus, 

knowing their thoughts, said, 

―Why do you think evil in your 

hearts?  For which is easier, to 

say, ‗Your sins are forgiven,‘ or 

to say, ‗Rise and walk‘?  But that 

you may know that the Son of 

man has authority on earth to 

forgive sins‖—He then said to 

the paralytic—―Rise, take up 

your bed and go home.‖  And he 

rose and went home.  When the 

crowds saw it, they marveled, 

and they glorified God, Who had 

given such authority to men.
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A Word 

from Our Fathers  
―PRIDE is a denial of God, an 

invention of the devil, contempt for 

men. It is the mother of 

condemnation, the offspring of 

praise, a sign of barrenness. It is a 

flight from God‘s help, the 

harbinger of madness, the author of 

downfall. It is the cause of 

diabolical possession, the source of 

anger, the gateway of hypocrisy. It 

is the fortress of demons, the 

custodian of sins, the source of 

hardheartedness. It is the denial of 

compassion, a bitter Pharisee, a 

cruel judge. It is the foe of God. It 

is the root of blasphemy.‖ 

(St. John Climacus) 
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