
 

Saintly Notes 
Martyrs Thallelaios, Alexander and 

Asterios of Cilicia (May 20) 

 

hallelaios was born in Lebanon. His father was called 

Berucius and his mother was called Romila. Thallelaios was 

an eighteen-year old youth, handsome of countenance, physically 

tall and with reddish yellow hair. He was a physician by 

profession.  

He suffered for Christ during the reign of Numerian. When he 

bravely confessed his faith in Christ the Lord before his tormenting 

judge, the judge ordered the two executioners, Alexander and 

Asterios, to bore through his knees with a drill, to thread a rope 

through the perforated bones and to hang him from a tree. But God 

through an invisible power, took away the sight of the 

executioners. In place of Thallelaios they bored through a board 

and hung it from a tree. 

When the judge-torturer found out, he thought that the 

executioners did this intentionally and ordered them both to be 

flogged. Then Alexander and Asterios, in the midst of their 

flogging, cried out: "The Lord is alive to us and, from now on, we 

are also becoming Christians. We believe in Christ and suffer for 

Him." Upon hearing this, the judge-torturer ordered that both be 

beheaded. 

Then the judge took the drill to bore the knees of Thallelaios 

himself but his hands became paralyzed and he begged Thallelaios 

to save him, which the innocent martyr of Christ did, with the help 

of prayer. Following that, Thallelaios was thrown into water but 

appeared alive before his tormentor (for Thallelaios prayed to God 

inwardly to prolong his sufferings that he not die immediately). 

When he was thrown before wild beasts, they licked his feet and 

were amiable toward him. Finally, Thallelaios was beheaded and 

took up his habitation in life eternal in the year 284 A.D.as 
(The Prologue from Ochrid) 

6th Sunday of Pascha 
Commemoration of the Blind Man  

May 20, 2012 
 

 

 

 

T 

 

 

Christ Is Risen! Truly He Is Risen! 



First Antiphon 
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 

Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Second Antiphon 
Refrain: O Son of God, Who art risen from 

the dead, save us who sing to Thee. 

Alleluia. 

Third Antiphon 
Troparion for Pascha (Tone 5) 

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling 

down Death by death; and upon those in the 

tombs, bestowing life! 

Little Entrance 

† Entrance Hymn: In the congregations 

bless God the Lord, from the springs of 

Israel. Save us, O Son of God, Who art 

risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: 

Alleluia. 

† Troparion for the Resurrection 

(Tone 5) Let us believers praise and 

worship the Word; coeternal with the 

Father and the Spirit, born of the Virgin 

for our salvation. For He took pleasure 

in ascending the Cross in the flesh to 

suffer death; and to raise the dead by 

His glorious Resurrection. 

† Troparion of All Saints (Tone 4) As 

with fine porphyry and royal purple 

Thy Church has been adorned with Thy 

martyr’s blood shed throughout all the 

world. She cries to Thee, O Christ God, 

send down Thy bounties on Thy 

people, grant peace to Thy habitation 

and great mercy to our souls. 

† Kontakion of Pascha (Tone 8): O 

Down to the grave Thou descended 

Immortal Lord! Thou didst hurl Death 

from his throne of might, O Lord! 

Crowned as Victor didst Thou arise! 

Greeting the myrrh-bearers saying, 

Rejoice! And to Thine Apostles, gave 

Thy peace. Grant to the fallen, O Lord, 

to arise with Thee! 

The Trisagion 
Holy God, Holy Mighty . . . (3x) 

Scripture 
for today and next Sunday 

 Today: (See insert) 

 Next Sunday (May 27): 

    Epistle: Acts 20:16–18; 28–36 

    Gospel: John 17:1–13 

Megalynarion (Tone 1) 

(for Pascha) 

The angel cried to the Lady full of Grace: 

Rejoice, rejoice, O pure Virgin! Again I say 

rejoice! Your Son is risen from His three 

days in the tomb. With Himself He has 

raised all the dead. Rejoice, rejoice, O ye 

people. 

Shine, shine, shine! O new Jerusalem; the 

glory of the Lord has shone on you. Exult 

now, exult and be glad, O Zion. Be radiant, 

O pure Theotokos, in the Resurrection, the 

Resurrection of your Son. 

Communion Hymn 
(Tone 8) 

Receive ye the body of Christ; taste ye the 

Fountain of immortality. Alleluia. 

Post-Communion Hymn 
Troparion for Pascha (sung only one time) 

Parish Notes 

Altar Servers Today 

Rim Gibrealfa, John Pridgen, Jonah 

Sieck, Michael Fogg, Justin Fogg, 

Aidan Labrozzi. 

Special Attention  

 Remember Food for the Hungry. 
Please bring in your Food for the 

Hungry banks and place them in the 
Narthex.  

 Today We Honor Our Graduates.  

 
Our college and university 
graduates this year are: 

   Elizabeth Gatling, 
   Mahlet Hailemairam. 
   Sabine Schtakleff, 
   Sarah Schtakleff, 
   Barbara Wehbie, 
   Stephen Wynne,  
Our high school graduates are: 

   William Christopolous, 
   Alexandra Ham, 
   Sueanna Keim, 
   Kassiane Wehbie, 
  
As a parish we honor each of these 
graduates for their accomplishments. 
Their hard work and dedication to 
their chosen disciplines are 
commendable. We will continue to 
pray that God will guide them and 
prosper them in the next phase of 
their life. 

 Special Pascha Offering. This year 

the special Pascha offering will go to 
help purchase new vestments for 
Father Nicholas and Deacon David. 
Some of their vestments are wearing 
out and cannot be repaired. Vestment 
sets run from $800 to $1200 per set. 
May God bless you for your special 
Paschal offering. Please remember 
that this offering is always over and 
above what you normally give to the 
General Fund and to the Mortgage 
Fund (formerly the Building Fund). 

 Today is the Last Day of Church 
School. Church School will resume 
September 9

th
. 

 New Icons Coming. Our 

iconographer, John Filipakis, will be 
at work to install the icons of the 
crucifixion and resurrection starting 
May 29

th
. Due to the generosity of our 

members we have commissioned Mr. 
Filipakis to work on these icons and 
in addition the angel icons on the 
lower front walls by the candle 
stands. Completion of these icons 
should be no later than June 6

th
. 

“Glory be to God for all things.”  
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The Saints Whom We Remember 

Martyrs Thallelaios, Alexander, and Asterios of Cilicia; 

Venerable Nikitas, John, and Joseph of Chios; Lydia of Philippisia; 

Venerable Stephen of Piperi; 

Uncovering of the relics of Alexis the wonder-worker, metropolitan of Moscow 

This Week’s Schedule 

Today:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 

Monday: Church Office Closed; 7:00p Podcast Club (Parish Hall) 

Tuesday: 7:00p Podcast Club (Christopoulos Home) 

Wednesday:  9:30a 3
rd

 Hour Prayer; 6:30p Eve. Div. Liturgy for Ascension; 

8:00p Potluck Supper 

Friday: 7:00p Podcast Club (Oara Home) 

Saturday: 5:30p GreatVespers; 6:30p SOYO baking 

Sunday:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 



Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings 

Prokeimenon: 

Thou, O Lord, shalt keep us and 

preserve us. 

Save me, O Lord, for the godly 
man hath disappeared. 

†Epistle: Acts 16:16–34 

In those days, as we Apostles were 

going to the place of prayer, we were 

met by a slave girl who had a spirit of 

divination and brought her owners 

much gain by soothsaying.  She 

followed Paul and us, crying, “These 

men are servants of the Most High 

God, who proclaim to you the way of 

salvation.”  And this she did for many 

days.  But Paul was annoyed, and 

turned and said to the spirit, “I charge 

you in the Name of Jesus Christ to 

come out of her.”  And it came out 

that very hour.  But when her owners 

saw that their hope of gain was gone, 

they seized Paul and Silas and 

dragged them into the market place 

before the rulers; and when they had 

brought them to the magistrates they 

said, “These men are Jews and they 

are disturbing our city.  They 

advocate customs which it is not 

lawful for us Romans to accept or 

practice.”  The crowd joined in 

attacking them; and the magistrates 

tore the garments off them and gave 

orders to beat them with rods.  And 

when they had inflicted many blows 

upon them, they threw them into 

prison, charging the jailer to keep 
them safely.  Having received this 

charge, he put them into the inner 

prison and fastened their feet in the 

stocks.  But about midnight Paul and 

Silas were praying and singing hymns 

to God, and the prisoners were 

listening to them.  And suddenly there 

was a great earthquake, so that the 

foundations of the prison were 

shaken.  And immediately all the 

doors were opened and every one’s 

fetters were unfastened.  When the 

jailer woke and saw that the prison 

doors were open, he drew his sword 

and was about to kill himself, 

supposing that the prisoners had 

escaped.  But Paul cried with a loud 

voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we 

are all here.”  And he called for lights 

and rushed in, and trembling with fear 

he fell down before Paul and Silas, 

and brought them out and said, “Men, 

what must I do to be saved?”  And 

they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, 

and you will be saved, you and your 

household.”  And they spoke the word 

of the Lord to him and to all that were 

in his house.  And he took them the 

same hour of the night, and washed 

their wounds, and he was baptized at 

once, with all his family.  Then he 

brought them up into his house, and 

set food before them; and he rejoiced 

with all his household that he had 

believed in God. 

†Gospel: John 9:1–38 
At that time, when Jesus was passing, 

He saw a man blind from his birth.  And 

His Disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who 

sinned, this man or his parents, that he 

was born blind?”  Jesus answered, “It 

was not that this man sinned, or his 

parents, but that the works of God 

might be made manifest in him.  I must 

work the works of Him Who sent me, 

while it is day; night comes, when no 

one can work.  As long as I am in the 

world, I am the light of the world.”  As 

He said this, he spat on the ground and  
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(Continued from front) 

made clay of the spittle and anointed the 

man’s eyes with the clay, saying to him, 

“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” 

[which means Sent].  So he went and 

washed and came back seeing.  The 

neighbors and those who had seen him 

before as a beggar, said, “Is not this the 

man who used to sit and beg?”  Some 

said, “It is he”; others said, “No, but he 

is like him.”  He said, “I am the man.”  

They said to him, “Then how were your 

eyes opened?”  He answered, “The man 

called Jesus made clay and anointed my 

eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and 

wash’; so I went and washed and 

received my sight.”  They said to him, 

“Where is He?”  He said, “I do not 

know.”  They brought to the Pharisees 

the man who had formerly been blind.  

Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus 

made the clay and opened his eyes.  The 

Pharisees again asked him how he had 

received his sight.  And he said to them, 

“He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, 

and I see.”  Some of the Pharisees said, 

“This man is not from God, for He does 

not keep the Sabbath.”  But others said, 

“How can a man who is a sinner do 

such signs?”  There was a division 

among them.  So they again said to the 

blind man, “What do you say about 

Him, since He has opened your eyes?”  

He said, “He is a prophet.”  The Jews 

did not believe that he had been blind 

and had received his sight, until they 

called the parents of the man who had 

received his sight, and asked them, “Is 

this your son, who you say was born 

blind?  How then does he now see?”  

His parents answered, “We know that 

this is our son, and that he was born 

blind; but how he now sees we do not 

know, nor do we know who opened his 

eyes.  Ask him; he is of age, he will 

speak for himself.”  His parents said 

this because they feared the Jews, for 

the Jews had already agreed that if 

anyone should confess Him to be 

Christ, he was to be put out of the 

synagogue.  Therefore his parents said, 

“He is of age, ask him.”  So for the 

second time they called the man who 

had been blind, and said to him, “Give 

God the praise; we know that this man 

is a sinner.”  He answered, “Whether 

He is a sinner, I do not know; one thing 

I know, that though I was blind, now I 

see.”  They said to him, “What did He 

do to you?  How did He open your 

eyes?”  He answered them, “I have told 

you already, and you would not listen.  

Why do you want to hear it again?  Do 

you too want to become His disciples?”  

And they reviled him, saying, “You are 

His disciple, but we are disciples of 

Moses.  We know that God has spoken 

to Moses, but as for this man, we do not 

know where He comes from.”  The man 

answered, “Why, this is a marvel!  You 

do not know where He comes from, and 

yet He opened my eyes.  We know that 

God does not listen to sinners, but if 

anyone is a worshiper of God and does 

His will, God listens to him.  Never 

since the world began has it been heard 

that anyone opened the eyes of a man 

born blind.  If this man were not from 

God, He could do nothing.”  They 

answered him, “You were born in utter 

sin, and would you teach us?”  And they 

cast him out.  Jesus heard that they had 

cast him out, and having found him He 

said, “Do you believe in the Son of 

God?”  He answered, “And Who is He, 

Sir, that I may believe in Him?”  Jesus 

said to him, “You have seen Him, and it 

is He who speaks to you.”  He said, 

“Lord, I believe”; and he worshiped 

Him. 
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A Word 

from Our Fathers  

“WHAT WE NEED is the rediscovery of the 

true meaning of preparation as the very 

focus of our spiritual life, as the spiritual 

effort which always reveals to us our 

unworthiness and makes us therefore desire 

the Sacrament of healing and forgiveness, 

and which by revealing to us the 

unfathomable depth of Christ’s love for us, 

makes us love Him and 

desire to be united to Him. 

And if we ‘rediscover’ all this, we shall also 

discover that in fact the entire life of the 

Church has always been that preparation: 

that all her rules—liturgical and spiritual, 

penitential and disciplinary—have indeed no 

other reason for existence but to help us in 

making our own life a constant preparation 

not only for Communion but ultimately for 

that for which Communion itself prepares 

us—the joy and the fullness of the ‘day 

without evening’ of God’s eternal Kingdom.” 

 (Fr. Alexander Schmemann, Great Lent) 
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