
 

 

Saintly Notes 
Palm Sunday (April 17) 

 

n the Sunday before the Feast of Great and Holy Pascha and 

at the beginning of Holy Week, the Orthodox Church 

celebrates one of its most joyous feasts of the year. Palm Sunday is 

the commemoration of the Entrance of our Lord into Jerusalem 

following His glorious miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead.  

Having anticipated His arrival and having heard of the miracle, 

the people when out to meet the Lord and welcomed Him with 

displays of honor and shouts of praise. On this day, we receive and 

worship Christ in this same manner, acknowledging Him as our 

King and Lord. 

On Palm Sunday, in addition to the Divine Liturgy, the Church 

observes the Blessing and Distribution of the Palms [as well as, 

from the Slavonic tradition, pussy willows]. A basket containing 

the woven palm crosses [and pussy willows] is placed on a table in 

front of the icon of the Lord, which is on the Iconostasion. The 

prayer for the blessing of the Palms is found in the Ieratikon or the 

Euxologion. According to the rubrics of the Typikon, this prayer is 

read at the Orthros just before the Psalms of Praise (Ainoi). The 

palms and [pussy willows] are then distributed to the faithful. In 

many places today, the prayer is said at the conclusion of the 

Divine Liturgy, before the apolysis. The text of the prayer, 

however, indicates clearly that it is less a prayer for the blessing of 

the palms [and pussy willows], even though that is its title, and 

more a blessing upon those, who in imitation of the New 

Testament event hold palms [and pussy willows] in their hands as 

symbols of Christ's victory and as signs of a virtuous Christian life. 

It appears then, that it would be more correct to have the faithful 

hold the palms [and pussy willows] in their hands during the 

course of the Divine Liturgy when the Church celebrates both the 

presence and the coming of the Lord in the mystery of the 

Eucharist. 

(Adapted from the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese) 
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Hosanna! Blessed Is He Who Comes in the Name of the Lord! 



First Antiphon 
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 

Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Second Antiphon 
Refrain: O Son of God, Who didst sit upon 

the foal of a donkey; save us who sing to 

Thee. Alleluia. 

Third Antiphon 
 (Tone 1) 

O, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is 

good: for His mercy endureth forever. Let 

the house of Israel now say that He is good: 

for His mercy endureth forever. Let the 

house of Aaron now say that He is good: for 

His mercy endureth forever. Let all that fear 

the Lord now say that He is good: for His 

mercy endureth forever. 

Troparion for Lazarus Saturday: O Christ 

God, when Thou didst raise Lazarus from 

the dead, before Thy Passion, Thou didst 

confirm the universal resurrection. 

Wherefore, we, like children, carry the 

insignia of triumph and victory, and cry to 

Thee, O Vanquisher of death: Hosanna in 

the highest. Blessed is He Who cometh in 

the Name of the Lord. 

Little Entrance 

† Entrance Hymn: “Come, let us 

worship and bow down before Christ . 

. . Alleluia.” 

† Troparion for Lazarus Saturday 

(Tone 1): See above. 

† Troparion for Palm Sunday (Tone 4): 

O Christ God, when we were buried 

with Thee in Baptism, we became 

deserving of Thy Resurrection to 

immortal life. Wherefore, we praise 

Thee, crying: Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed is He that cometh in the Name 

of the Lord. 

† Kontakion for Palm Sunday (Tone 6): 
Upborne upon the heavenly throne, 

and seated upon the earthly foal, O 

Christ our God, receive the praises of 

angels and the hymns of men, 

exclaiming before Thee: Blessed is He 

that cometh to restore Adam. 

The Trisagion 
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy  . . .   

Scripture 
for today and next Sunday 

Today: (See insert) 

Next Sunday: 

    Epistle: Acts 1:1–8 

    Gospel: John 1:1–17 

Megalynarion 
for Palm Sunday (Tone 4) 

God the Lord hath appeared unto us; let us 

celebrate the Feast, and let us rejoice and 

magnify Christ. With palms and branches 

let us raise our voices unto Him with praise, 

saying, Blessed is He that cometh in the 

Name of the Lord, our Savior. 

Communion Hymn 
(Tone 8) 

Blessed is He Who cometh in the Name of 

the Lord. Alleluia. 

Post-Communion 

Hymn 
Troparion of Lazarus Saturday (see above) 

Parish Notes 

Altar Servers Today 

Ethan Haynes, Rim Gibrealfa, John 
Pridgen, Jonah Sieck, Michael Fogg, 
Justin Fogg, Aidan Labrozzi. 

Special Attention 

 Adult Class on Sunday. currently 
studying: “The Internet and Social 
Networking: Moral and Ethical 
Considerations for Orthodox  Christians.” 
All adults are welcome. 

 Church Etiquette—Church Clothing. 
When to come to church, we should 
remember that we will be entering the 
House of God. This requires that we 
dress modestly and with reverence. 

 Remember Food for Hungry People. 
There is nothing new about poverty. 
What is new is that we have the 
resources to get rid of poverty. The real 
question is whether we have the will. 

 The Blessing of the Palms and the 

Procession of the Palms. The blessing 
of the palms and pussy willows took 
place this morning at Orthros. The  
procession with the palms will take 
place following the “Prayer behind the 
Ambo.” All are invited to participate. 

 Holy Week Schedule. The schedule is 
available in today’s bulletin as well as 
on our webpage (allsaintsnc.org). A 
limited number of schedules are 
available in the narthex. For your 
spiritual benefit and to properly prepare 
for the feast of Pascha, try to be in 
attendance at as many of the Holy 
Week services as is possible for you. 

 Pascha Picnic. Directions to N. Cary 
Park are available on the table in the 
Narthex. 

 Easter Baskets. A explanation of the 
Easter basket and a description of 
possible contents is available on the 
table in the Narthex. 

 Good Friday Vigil. The sign-up sheet 
for the Good Friday Vigil is on the wall 
in the Parish Hall. Please make note of 
the time you select.    

Palm Sunday 
(Entrance of Our Lord Jesus Christ into Jerusalem) 

 

All Saints Orthodox Church, Raleigh NC 

(www.allsaintsnc.org) 

919-859-1332 

 

The V. Rev. Nicholas R. A. Sorensen, Archpriest 

The Rev. David Keim, Deacon                               April 17, 2011 

The Saints Whom We Remember 

Martyrs Terence and Pompey of Carthage with Alexander and their forty 

companions; New-hieromartyr Gregory V, patriarch of Constantinople; 

New-martyr Demos of Smyrna 

This Week’s Schedule 

Today:  Palm Sunday: 8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a 

Divine Liturgy; 5:30p Bridegroom Orthros 

Monday: Church Office Closed; 8:00a Presanctified Liturgy; 6:30p 

Bridegroom Orthros 

Tuesday: 8:00am Presanctified Liturgy; 6:30p Bridegroom Orthros 

Wednesday: 8:00a Presanctified Liturgy; 6:30p Holy Unction 

Thursday: 8:00p Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil; 6:30p 12 Passion 

Gospels 

Friday: 10:00p Royal Hours; 3:00p Vespers; 6:30p Lamentations; 9:00p 

Vigil 

Saturday: 10:00a Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil; 11:45p Services of 

Great and Glorious Pascha  

Sunday:  3:00p Agape Vespers and Pascha Picnic (N. Cary Park) 



Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings 

Prokeimenon: 

Blessed is He Who cometh in the Name 

of the Lord. 

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is 

good; for His mercy endures forever. 

†Epistle: Phil. 4:4–9 (RSV) 

Brethren, rejoice in the Lord always; 

again I will say, Rejoice. Let all men 

know your forbearance. The Lord is at 

hand. Have no anxiety about anything, 

but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God. And 

the peace of God, which passes all 

understanding, will keep your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, 

brethren, whatever is true, whatever is 

honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 

pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 

gracious, if there is any excellence, if 

there is anything worthy of praise, think 

about these things. What you have 

learned and received and heard and seen 

in me, these do; and the God of peace 

will be with you. 

 

†Gospel: John 12:1–18 (RSV) 

Six days before the Passover, Jesus 

came to Bethany, where Lazarus who 

had died was, whom Jesus had raised 

from the dead. There they made Him 

a supper; Martha served, and Lazarus 

was one of those at table with Him. 

Mary took a pound of costly ointment 

of pure nard and anointed the feet of 

Jesus and wiped His feet with her 

hair; and the house was filled with the 

fragrance of the ointment. But Judas 

Iscariot, Simon’s son, one of His 

Disciples (he who was to betray 

Jesus), said, “Why was this ointment 

not sold for three hundred denarii and 

given to the poor?” This he said, not 

because he cared for the poor but 

because he was a thief, and as he had 

the moneybox he used to take what 

was put into it. Jesus said, “Let her 

alone, let her keep it for the day of 

My burial. The poor you always have 

with you, but you do not always have 

Me.” When the great crowd of the 

Jews learned that He was there, they 

came, not only on account of Jesus 

but also to see Lazarus, whom Jesus 

had raised from the dead. So the chief 

priests planned to put Lazarus also to 

death, because on account of him 

many of the Jews were going away 

and believing in Jesus. The next day a 

great crowd who had come to the 

feast heard that Jesus was coming to 

Jerusalem. So they took branches of 

palm trees and went out to meet him, 

crying, “Hosanna! Blessed is He Who 

cometh in the Name of the Lord, the 

King of Israel!” And Jesus found a 

young donkey and sat upon it; as it is 

written, “Fear not, daughter of Zion; 

behold, your king is coming, sitting 

on a donkey’s colt!” His Disciples 

did not understand this at first; but 

when Jesus was glorified, then they 

remembered that this had been 

written of Him and had been done to 

Him. The crowd that had been with 

Jesus when He called Lazarus out of 

the tomb and raised him from the 

dead bore witness. The reason why 

the crowd went to meet Jesus was 

that they heard He had done this sign. 
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because he was a thief, and as he had 
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Me.” When the great crowd of the 

Jews learned that He was there, they 

came, not only on account of Jesus 

but also to see Lazarus, whom Jesus 

had raised from the dead. So the chief 

priests planned to put Lazarus also to 

death, because on account of him 

many of the Jews were going away 

and believing in Jesus. The next day a 

great crowd who had come to the 

feast heard that Jesus was coming to 

Jerusalem. So they took branches of 

palm trees and went out to meet him, 

crying, “Hosanna! Blessed is He Who 

cometh in the Name of the Lord, the 

King of Israel!” And Jesus found a 

young donkey and sat upon it; as it is 

written, “Fear not, daughter of Zion; 

behold, your king is coming, sitting 

on a donkey’s colt!” His Disciples 
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when Jesus was glorified, then they 

remembered that this had been 

written of Him and had been done to 

Him. The crowd that had been with 

Jesus when He called Lazarus out of 

the tomb and raised him from the 

dead bore witness. The reason why 

the crowd went to meet Jesus was 
that they heard He had done this sign.  



 

A Word 

from Our Fathers 
 

“To be reminded of death each day is 

to die each day; to remember one’s 

departure from life is to provoke tears 

by the hour. Fear of death is a property 

of nature due to disobedience, but 

terror of death is a sign of unrepented 

sins. Christ is frightened of dying but 

not terrified, thereby clearly revealing 

the properties of His two natures.” 

 

“Just as bread is the most necessary of 

all food, so the thought of death is the 

most essential of all works. The 

remembrance of death brings labors 

and meditations . . . it produces 

freedom from daily worries and breeds 

constant prayer and guarding of the 

mind, virtues that are the cause and the 

effect of the thought of death.” 
(St. John Climacus) 
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