
 

 

Saintly Notes 
Porphyrios, Bishop of Gaza (February 26) 

 

his great Arch-shepherd was born of wealthy parents in 

Thessalonica. From his youth, until age twenty-five, 

Porphyrios remained in Thessalonica, the town of his birth. After 

that, he took leave of his parents and worldly life and withdrew to 

the wilderness of Egypt. 

Under the guidance of an experienced spiritual father, the young 

Porphyrios was tonsured a monk and remained there for five years. 

He then visited the Holy Land in the company of the monk Mark, 

his faithful companion. 

In the proximity of Jerusalem, he lived an ascetical life in a 

cave, again for five years. But then the legs of Porphyrios became 

weak and he was unable to walk. Nevertheless, crawling on his 

knees, he continually attended the Divine Services of God. One 

night, our Lord appeared to him of a vision and cured him of the 

infirmity in his legs and he became completely whole. 

When he was elected Bishop of Gaza, Porphyrios accepted this 

obligation with a heavy heart. In Gaza, he found only two-hundred 

eighty Christians. All other inhabitants were very fanatical 

idolaters. Only by his great faith and patience did Porphyrios 

succeed to convert the inhabitants of Gaza to the Faith of Christ. 

He personally traveled to Constantinople to see Emperor Arcadius 

and Patriarch John Chrysostom to seek their support in this 

unequal struggle with the idolaters. He received the desired 

support. The idolatrous temples were closed and the idols 

destroyed and he built a beautiful church with thirty marble 

columns. Empress Eudoxia especially assisted in the building of 

this church. 

Porphyrios lived long enough to see the entire town of Gaza 

converted to the Christian Faith, but only after his many efforts, 

sufferings and prayerful tears to god. He died peacefully in the 

year 421 A.D. He was a miracle-worker both during his life and 

after his death. Even today, his relics repose in Gaza. 

(The Prologue from Ochrid) 
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First Antiphon 
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 

Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Second Antiphon 
Refrain: O Son of God, Who art risen from 

the dead, save us who sing to Thee. 

Alleluia. 

Third Antiphon 
Resurrectional Troparion (Tone 4) 

Having learned the joyful message of the 

Resurrection from the angel the women 

disciples of the Lord cast from them their 

parental condemnation. And proudly broke 

the news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath 

been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting 

the world Great Mercy. 

 

Little Entrance 

† Entrance Hymn: “Come, let us 

worship and bow down before Christ 

 . . . Alleluia.” 

† Resurrectional Troparion (Tone 4): 

See above. 

† Troparion of All Saints(Tone 4): As 

with fine porphyry and royal purple 

Thy Church has been adorned with Thy 

martyr’s blood shed throughout all the 

world. She cries to Thee, O Christ God, 

send down Thy bounties on Thy 

people, grant peace to Thy habitation 

and great mercy to our souls. 

† Kontakion for Forgiveness Sunday 

(Tone 6): O Thou Who guidest to 

wisdom, and givest understanding and 

intelligence, the Instructor of the 

ignorant, and Helper of the poor, 

strengthen my heart and grant it 

understanding, O Master. Give me 

word, O Word of the Father; for 

behold, I shall not refrain my lips from 

crying to Thee, O merciful One, have 

mercy upon me who am fallen. 

The Trisagion 
Holy God, Holy Mighty . . .  Alleluia. 

Scripture 
for today and next Sunday 

 Today: (See insert) 

 Next Sunday (March 4): 

    Epistle: Heb. 11:24–26, 32–40 

    Gospel: John 1:43–51 

Megalynarion (Tone 8) 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee . . . 

Communion Hymn 
(Tone 8) 

Praise the Lord from the heavens . . . 

Alleluia. 

Post-Communion Hymn 
We have seen the true light . . . 

Parish Notes 

Altar Servers Today 

Rim Gibrealfa, John Pridgen, Jonah 

Sieck, Michael Fogg, Justin Fogg, 

Aidan Labrozzi. 

Special Attention 

 Great Lent Begins February 27th. 
Remember to properly begin Great 
Lent by attending and participating in 
Forgiveness Vespers this evening at 
5:30pm. 

 Orthodoxy Sunday Vespers.  
Again this year Orthodoxy Sunday 

Vespers will be prayed at St. Barbara 
Greek Orthodox Church in Durham 
(8306 NC Highway 751, Durham, NC 
27713) at 5:00pm on March 4th. 
There will be a light Lenten meal 
following and a free-will offering for 
IOCC. All Orthodox faithful in the 
Triangle area are encouraged to 
attend. 

 First Week of Great Lent. Please 
note there are special and important 
services each night this week, and on 
Wednesdays and Fridays every week 
in Great Lent. Your Lenten 
preparation for Pascha will be greatly 
aided by attending as many of these 

Lenten weekly services as possible. 

 Confessions During Great Lent. 
The Sacrament of Confession is 
offered here at All Saints by 
appointment only.  As in the past, 
this Sacrament will not be offered 
during Holy Week. Please plan ahead. 

 Remember Church School and 
Adult Class. Please come and study 
the Orthodox Christian Faith. Classes 
for Preschool thru Adults. 

 Adult Class to Study Great Lent by 
Fr. Alexander Schmemann. All 
Adults in our parish are welcome to 
attend. Class begins about 9:15am in 
the Nave.  
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The V. Rev. Nicholas R. A. Sorensen, Archpriest 

The Rev. David Keim, Deacon                         February 26, 2012 

The Saints Whom We Remember 

Porphyrios, bishop of Gaza; 

Great-martyr Photeini the Samaritan Woman and those with her; 

Martyr Theoklitos and those with him; New Martyr John of Constantinople 

This Week’s Schedule 

Today:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy; 

5:30p Forgiveness Vespers 

Monday: Great Lent Begins; Church Office Closed; 6:30p Canon of St. 

Andrew 

Tuesday: 6:30p Canon of St. Andrew 

Wednesday:  9:30a 3
rd

 Hour Prayers; 6:30p Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts; 

8:00p Lenten Soup/Bread Supper 

Thursday: 6:30p Canon of St. Andrew 

Friday: 6:30p Akathist 

Saturday: 9:00a Soup Making; 5:30p Great Vespers 

Sunday:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy; 

5:00p Orthodoxy Sunday Vespers (St. Barbara Church, Durham) 



Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings 

Prokeimenon: 

Sing praises to our God, sing 

praises. Sing praises to our King, 

sing praises. 

O clap your hands, all ye 

nations. 

†Epistle: Rom. 13:11—14:4 

Brethren, salvation is nearer to us 

now than when we first believed; 

the night is far gone, the day is at 

hand. Let us then cast off the 

works of darkness and put on the 

armor of light; let us conduct 

ourselves becomingly as in the 

day, not in reveling and 

drunkenness, not in debauchery 

and licentiousness, not in 

quarreling and jealousy. But put 

on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

make no provision for the flesh, 

to gratify its desires. As for the 

man who is weak in faith, 

welcome him, but not for 

disputes over opinions. One 

believes he may eat anything, 

while the weak man eats only 

vegetables. Let not him who eats 

despise him who abstains, and let 

not him who abstains pass 

judgment on him who eats; for 

God has welcomed him. Who are 

you to pass judgment on the 

servant of another? It is before 

his own master that he stands or 

falls. And he will be upheld, for 

the Master is able to make him 

stand. 

†Gospel: Matt. 6:14–21 
The Lord said to His Disciples: If 

you forgive men their trespasses, 

your heavenly Father also will 

forgive you; but if you do not 

forgive men their trespasses, 

neither will your Father forgive 

your trespasses. And when you 

fast, do not look dismal, like the 

hypocrites, for they disfigure 

their faces that their fasting may 

be seen by men. Truly, I say to 

you, they have received their 

reward. But when you fast, 

anoint your head and wash your 

face, that your fasting may not be 

seen by men but by your Father 

Who is in secret; and your Father 

Who sees in secret will reward 

you. Do not lay up for yourselves 

treasures on earth, where moth 

and rust consume and where 

thieves break in and steal, but lay 

up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where neither moth nor 

rust consumes and where thieves 

do not break in and steal. For 

where your treasure is, there will 

your heart be also.  
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A Word 

from Our Fathers  

“THE TRIUMPH OF SIN, the main 

sign of its rule over the world, is 

division, opposition, separation, hatred. 

Therefore, the first break through this 

fortress of sin is forgiveness: the return 

to unity, solidarity, love. To forgive is to 

put between me and my ‘enemy’ the 

radiant forgiveness of God Himself. To 

forgive is to reject the hopeless ‘dead-

ends’ of human relations and to refer 

them to Christ. Forgiveness is truly a 

‘breakthrough’ of the Kingdom into this 

sinful and fallen world.” 

 (Fr. Alexander Schmemann, Great Lent) 
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