
 

 

Saintly Notes 
Apostles Archippos, Philemon, and Apphias of 

the Seventy (February 19) 

 

rchippos was one of the Seventy Apostles. The Apostle 

Paul mentions him in his Epistles to the Colossians and 

to Philemon. ―And tell Archippos, ‗See that you fulfill the 

ministry that you received in the Lord‘ ‖ (Colossians 4:17) as 

well as in his letter to Philemon calling him his fellow soldier 

in the battle: ―To Archippos our fellow soldier‖ (Philemon 

1:2). 

In the town of Colossae, the center of Christianity was in 

the home of Philemon. Here Christians gathered for prayer. In 

writing to Philemon, the Apostle Paul called this ―the church 

at your house‖ (Philemon 1:2). At that time, the apostles 

ordained their disciples as bishops; some of them in 

permanent places and others as missionaries traveling to 

various places. Philemon was one of the latter. 

Apphias, Philemon's wife, hosted and served in 

the domestic church! At the time of a pagan feast to the 

goddess Artemis, according to their custom, all the faithful in 

Colossae, gathered in the home of Philemon for prayer. The 

pagans, learning of this gathering, rushed and apprehended all 

the Christians; Philemon, Apphias and Archippos, as leaders. 

At first, they were whipped and afterwards they were buried 

up to their waists and they began to stone them. Thus, they 

killed Philemon and Apphias. Archippos they removed from 

the pit barely alive and left him to the amusement of the 

children. The children pierced him throughout with knives. 

Thus, this ―fellow soldier‖ in battle ended well in the course 

of his earthly path. 

(The Prologue from Ochrid) 
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First Antiphon 
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 

Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Second Antiphon 
Refrain: O Son of God, Who art risen from 

the dead, save us who sing to Thee. 

Alleluia. 

Third Antiphon 
Resurrectional Troparion (Tone 3) 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be 

glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act 

with His own arm. He hath trampled down 

death by death, and became the first-born 

from the dead. He hath delivered us from the 

depths of Hades, granting the world the 

Great Mercy. 

 

Little Entrance 

† Entrance Hymn: ―Come, let us 

worship and bow down before Christ 

 . . . Alleluia.‖ 

† Resurrectional Troparion (Tone 3): 

See above. 

† Troparion of All Saints(Tone 4): As 

with fine porphyry and royal purple 

Thy Church has been adorned with Thy 

martyr‘s blood shed throughout all the 

world. She cries to Thee, O Christ God, 

send down Thy bounties on Thy 

people, grant peace to Thy habitation 

and great mercy to our souls. 

† Kontakion for Sunday of the Last 

Judgment (Tone 1): When Thou 

comest, O God, to earth with glory, and 

all creatures tremble before Thee, and 

the river of fire floweth before the 

Altar, and the books are opened and 

sins revealed, deliver me then from that 

unquenchable fire, and make me 

worthy to stand at Thy right hand, O 

righteous Judge. 

The Trisagion 
Holy God, Holy Mighty . . .  Alleluia. 

Scripture 
for today and next Sunday 

 Today: (See insert) 

 Next Sunday (February 26): 

    Epistle: Rom. 13:11—14:4 

    Gospel: Matt. 6:14–21 

Megalynarion (Tone 8) 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee . . . 

Communion Hymn 
(Tone 8) 

Praise the Lord from the heavens . . . 

Alleluia. 

Post-Communion Hymn 
We have seen the true light . . . 

Parish Notes 

Altar Servers Today 

Gabriel Pope, Nicholas Kliewer, 

Benhur Samson, Nathaniel Unah, David 

Florea 

Special Attention 

 Great Lent Begins February 27th. 
Remember to properly begin Great 
Lent by attending and participating in 
Forgiveness Vespers on Sunday 

February 26th at 5:30pm. 

 Orthodoxy Sunday Vespers.  
Again this year Orthodoxy Sunday 
Vespers will be prayed at St. Barbara 
Greek Orthodox Church in Durham 
(8306 NC Highway 751, Durham, NC 
27713) at 5:00pm on March 4th. 
There will be a light Lenten meal 
following and a free-will offering for 
IOCC. All Orthodox faithful in the 

Triangle area are encouraged to 
attend. 

 Remember Church School and 
Adult Class. Please come and study 

the Orthodox Christian Faith. Classes 
for Preschool thru Adults. 

 Adult Class to Study Great Lent by 
Fr. Alexander Schmemann. All 

Adults in our parish are welcome to 
attend. Class begins about 9:15am in 
the Nave. 

 Parents Please Help. We have had 

some reports of unsupervised 
children coming back to the empty 
nave and church school rooms to run 
around and to play during the coffee 
hour. While we want everyone to feel 
at home in the church, at the same 
time we must teach our children how 
to respect church property and how to 
act when in the presence of the holy 
things. Parents and adults are the 
teachers and if the children are 
unsupervised then no teaching will 
take place. 
    *The Nave is for worship and 
prayer not for running wild and 
playing. 
    *The church school rooms are for 
teaching and learning not for playing 
hide and seek. 
    *The exterior of the church should 
reflect what is inside the church and 
beckon people to come in; it is not a 
blank canvas for muddy hand prints 
and graffiti. 
    *No one (adult or child) should 

ever enter the altar area unless 
invited by a member of the clergy. 
    ***Parents and adults please 
teach the children well by word 
and example.***  
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The Saints Whom We Remember 

Apostles Archippos, Philemon and Apphias of the Seventy; 

Venerable-martyr Philothea of Athens; New Hieromartyr Nikita of Epiros 

This Week’s Schedule 

Today:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 

Monday: Church Office Closed; 7:00p Podcast Club (Parish Hall) 

Tuesday: 7:00p Podcast Club (Christopoulos Home) 

Wednesday:  9:15a 3
rd

 Hour Prayers; 6:30p Daily Vespers 

Friday: 7:00p Podcast Club (Oara Home) 

Saturday: 1:00p Baptism (Erik and Missy); 5:30p Great Vespers 

Sunday:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy; 

5:30p Forgiveness Vespers 



Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings 

Prokeimenon: 

The Lord is my strength and my 

praise. 

The Lord chastising hath chastised 
me, but He hath not delivered me 

over to death. 

†Epistle: 1 Cor. 8:8—9:2 
Brethren, food will not commend us 

to God. We are no worse off if we do 

not eat, and no better off if we do. 

Only take care, lest this liberty of 

yours somehow become a stumbling 

block to the weak. For if any one sees 

you—a man of knowledge—at table 

in an idol‘s temple, might he not be 

encouraged, if his conscience is weak, 

to eat food offered to idols? And so 

by your knowledge this weak man is 

destroyed, the brother for whom 

Christ died. Thus, sinning against 

your brethren and wounding their 

conscience when it is weak, you sin 

against Christ. Therefore, if food is a 

cause of my brother‘s falling, I will 

never eat meat, lest I cause my 

brother to fall. Am I not free? Am I 

not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus 

our Lord? Are not you my 

workmanship in the Lord? If to others 

I am not an apostle, at least I am to 

you; for you are the seal of my 

apostleship in the Lord. 

†Gospel: Matt. 25:31–46 
The Lord said, ―When the Son of man 

comes in His glory, and all the angels 

with Him, then He will sit on His 
glorious throne. Before Him will be 

gathered all the nations, and He will 

separate them one from another as a 

shepherd separates the sheep from the 

goats, and He will place the sheep at 

His right hand, but the goats at the 

left. Then the King will say to those at 

His right hand, ‗Come, O blessed of 

my Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation 

of the world; for I was hungry and 

you gave Me food, I was thirsty and 

you gave Me drink, I was a stranger 

and you welcomed Me, I was naked 

and you clothed Me, I was sick and 

you visited Me, I was in prison and 

you came to Me.‘ Then the righteous 

will answer Him, ‗Lord, when did we 

see Thee hungry and feed Thee, or 

thirsty and give Thee drink? And 

when did we see Thee a stranger and 

welcome Thee, or naked and clothe 

Thee? And when did we see Thee sick 

or in prison and visit Thee?‘ And the 

King will answer them, ‗Truly, I say 

to you, as you did it to one of the least 

of these My brethren, you did it to 

Me.‘ Then He will say to those at his 

left hand, ‗Depart from Me, you 

cursed, into the eternal fire prepared 

for the devil and his angels; for I was 

hungry and you gave Me no food, I 

was thirsty and you gave Me no drink, 

I was a stranger and you did not 

welcome Me, naked and you did not 

clothe Me, sick and in prison and you 

did not visit Me.‘ Then they also will 

answer, ‗Lord, when did we see Thee 

hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 

naked or sick or in prison, and did not 

minister to Thee?‘ Then He will 

answer them, ‗Truly, I say to you, as 

you did it not to one of the least of 

these, you did it not to Me.‘ And they 

will go away into eternal punishment, 

but the righteous into eternal life.‖  
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A Word 

from Our Fathers  

―WHEN CHRIST COMES, to judge us, what 

will be the criterion of His judgment? The 

parable [Matt. 25:31ff] answers: love—not a 

mere humanitarian concern for abstract 

justice and the anonymous ‗poor,‘ but 

concrete and personal love for the human 

person, any human person, that God makes 

me encounter in my life. . . . Christian love is 

the ‗possible impossibility‘ to see Christ in 

another man, whoever, he is, and whom God, 

in His eternal and mysterious plan, has 

decided to introduce into my life, be it only 

for a few moments, not as an occasion for a 

‗good deed‘ or an exercise in philanthropy, 

but as the beginning of an eternal 

companionship in God Himself.‖ 

 (Fr. Alexander Schmemann, Great Lent) 
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