
Saintly Notes 
Martyr Julian (Ellien) of Homs (February 6) 

 
n February 6th each year we celebrate the Feast Day of St. Ellien of Homs, 

Syria.  St. Ellien accepted the Christian faith even though his father and 

family were not Christians. Because of this, he and his family were at odds with 

one another.  
When St. Ellien became a Christian, he took stock of the talents that God had 

given him. He heard the Gospel of our Lord concerning the parable of talents 

and decided to use his talents to benefit others. 

 Because of his mastery of the healing arts and the fact that he not only 

effectively healed the body, but also the soul, he stirred up jealousy in the hearts 

of his fellow physicians who were not followers of Christ.  There was a great 

persecution of Christians at that time and they used his Christian faith against 

him. First they appealed to his father who held a powerful position in the 

city.  They asked him to force his son to stop what he was doing, to give up his 

practice of medicine and stop healing in the name of Jesus Christ.  But St. Ellien 

refused to listen to these men or his father knowing that he would have to give 

an account before His Heavenly Master as to what he did with the many talents 
God had given him.  When they found that he would not listen to them or his 

father, they appealed to the Governor of Homs to imprison St. Ellien along with 

the Bishop of Homs, Silvanus, the Deacon Luke, and the Reader Mocime. 

Saint Ellien felt unworthy and overjoyed to be in their company and he 

kissed and reverenced the chains that bound them.  When these men were about 

to be put to death, St. Ellien prayed to God and angel appeared to him and 

said:  ―Do not be grieved, O Ellien, a crown has been prepared for you.  You 

will conquer your enemies and the devil’s tricks.  Do not fear their torture for, I 

am with you!‖ 

St. Ellien suffered through many hardships.  He suffered imprisonment and 

tortures, all along preaching and healing those who were sick.  Finally he was 
put to death at the hands of his own father who had twelve long nails driven into 

his head.  St. Ellien was left for dead.  He did not die there. When his 

executioners left, he managed to crawl to a cave owned by a potter.  When the 

potter came to the cave and discovered the body of St. Ellien he took it by night 

to the church of the Apostles and St. Barbara where he was buried at the East of 

the Altar. 

Later, a church dedicated to St. Ellien was built on the spot of the cave 

where he died and his body was put in a marble coffin. Many miracles attributed 

to St. Ellien’s intercessions occurred after his death and they continue to occur 

to this day.  

St. Ellien is often also referred to as St. Julian of Homs.  Today many bear 
his name in either of these two forms.  St. Ellien is considered a Holy 

Unmercenary, a physician who did not take money for his cures of both body 

and soul.  Many who are sick continue to ask his intercessions and are often 

anointed with oil blessed with a special prayer on his feast day. 

 (The Prologue from Ochrid) 
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Glory Be to God for All Things 

Martyr Julian of Homs 



First Antiphon 
My heart is inditing a good matter: I 
speak of the things which I have made 

concerning the king: my tongue is the pen 
of a ready writer. 

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 

Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Grace is poured into thy lips: therefore 

God hath blessed thee forever. (Refrain) 

Glory… Both now… (Refrain) 

Second Antiphon 
Gird Thy sword upon Thy thigh, O most 

mighty, with Thy glory and Thy majesty. 
Bend Thy bow, and prosper, and reign. 

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who 

wast born in the arms of righteous 

Simeon; who sing to Thee. Alleluia. 

Thine arrows are sharp in the heart of the 

king’s enemies; whereby the people fall 
under Thee. (Refrain) 

The scepter of Thy kingdom is a 
righteous scepter. (Refrain) 

Glory… Both now… O, only begotten 

Son and Word of God… 

Third Antiphon 
(Tone 1) 

Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and 

incline thine ear; forget also thine own 
people, and thy father’s house. Even the 

rich among the people shall entreat thy 
favor. I will make thy name to be 

remembered in all generations. 

Troparion of the Presentation: Rejoice, 
O Virgin Theotokos, full of grace, for 

from thee arose the Sun of Justice, Christ 
our God, lighting those who are in 

darkness. Rejoice and be glad, O 

righteous old man, carrying in thine arms 
the Deliverer of our souls, Who granteth 

us Resurrection. 

Little Entrance 

† Entrance Hymn: ―Come, let us 
worship and bow down before Christ 

. . . Alleluia.‖ 

† Troparion of the Resurrection 

(Tone 4): Having learned the joyful 

message of the Resurrection from the 
angel the women disciples of the 

Lord cast from them their parental 
condemnation. And proudly broke 

the news to the Disciples, saying: 
Death hath been spoiled; Christ God 

is risen, granting the world Great 
Mercy. 

† Troparion of the Presentation  
(Tone 1): See above. 

† Troparion for All Saints (Tone 4): 

As with fine porphyry and royal 
purple Thy Church has been adorned 

with Thy martyr’s blood shed 
throughout all the world. She cries to 

Thee, O Christ God, send down Thy 
bounties on Thy people, grant peace 

to Thy habitation and great mercy to 
our souls. 

† Kontakion for the Presentation of 

Christ (Tone 1): Thou, O Christ 
God, Who by Thy Birth, didst 

sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as 
is meet, didst bless Simeon’s arms, 

and didst also come to save us; 
preserve Thy fold in wars, and 

confirm them whom Thou didst love, 
for Thou alone art the Lover of 

mankind. 

The Trisagion 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy 

Immortal . . .  

Scripture 
for today and next Sunday 

Today: (See insert) 

Next Sunday: 

    Epistle: 2 Tim. 3:10–15 
    Gospel: Luke 18:10–14 

Megalynarion (Tone 8) 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee . . . 

Communion Hymn 
(Tone 8) 

Praise ye the Lord. . . . Alleluia. 

Post-Communion 

Hymn 
We have seen the true light . . . 

Parish Notes 

Altar Servers Today 

Matthew Wynne, Del Dillard, Noah Keim, 
Micah Keim, Roger Jones. 

Special Attention 

 Proper Reception of Christ’s Body 
and Blood. Just a reminder that only 
Orthodox Christians who have 
prepared themselves with fasting (if 
physically and medically able—from 

12 midnight until receiving 

communion) and with a recent 
confession (this must be determined 

between you and your spiritual 

father) may receive the Body and 
Blood of Christ from the chalice. Also 
it is our practice that no one should 
receive communion if they come into 
the Divine Liturgy after the reading of 
the Gospel. 

 Remember: No Food or Drink In 
the Narthex or Nave of the New 

Temple. 

 Adult Class on Sunday. Every adult 
in our parish is welcome to attend the 
adult class that meets with Fr. 
Nicholas at 9:00am on Sunday 

morning in the nave. The class is 
currently studying some of the 
Psalms. 
  

17th Sunday after Pentecost: 
After-Feast of the Presentation of Christ 

 

All Saints Orthodox Church, Raleigh NC 

(www.allsaintsnc.org) 

919-859-1332 

 

The V. Rev. Nicholas R. A. Sorensen, Archpriest 

The Rev. David Keim, Deacon                         February 6, 2011 

The Saints Whom We Remember 

Martyr Julian (Ilyan) of Homs, the holy and unmercenary healer; 

Photios the Great, patriarch of Constantinople; Boukolos, bishop of Smyrna 

This Week’s Schedule 

Today:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 

Monday: Church Office Closed 
Wednesday: 9:15a Third Hour Prayer; 6:30p Daily Vespers 

Thursday: 7:00p Parish Council 

Saturday: 5:30p Great Vespers 

Sunday:  8:00a Orthros; 9:00a Church School; 10:00a Divine Liturgy 



Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings Today’s Epistle and Gospel Readings 

Prokeimenon: 

Make your vows to the Lord your 

God, and perform them. 

In Judah God is known; His 

Name is great in Israel. 

†Epistle: 2 Cor. 6:16—7:1 

(RSV) 

Brethren, you are the temple of the 

living God; as God said, ―I will 

live in them and move among 

them, and I will be their God, and 

they shall be my people. Therefore, 

come out from them, and be 

separate from them,‖ says the 

Lord, ―and touch nothing unclean; 

then I will welcome you, and I will 

be a Father to you, and you shall be 

My sons and daughters,‖ says the 

Lord Almighty. Since we have 

these promises, beloved, let us 

cleanse ourselves from every 

defilement of body and spirit, and 

make holiness perfect in the fear of 

God. 

 

†Gospel: Matt. 15:21–28 (RSV) 

At that time, Jesus went to the 

district of Tyre and Sidon. And 

behold, a Canaanite woman from 

that region came out and cried, 

―Have mercy on me, O Lord, 

Son of David; my daughter is 

severely possessed by a demon.‖ 

But He did not answer her a 

word. And His disciples came 

and begged him, saying, ―Send 

her away, for she is crying after 

us.‖ He answered, ―I was sent 

only to the lost sheep of the 

house of Israel.‖ But she came 

and knelt before Him, saying, 

―Lord, help me.‖ And He 

answered, ―It is not fair to take 

the children’s bread and throw it 

to the dogs.‖ She said, ―Yes, 

Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 

crumbs that fall from their 

master’s table.‖ Then Jesus 

answered her, ―O woman, great 

is your faith! Be it done for you 

as you desire.‖ And her daughter 

was healed instantly.
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A Word 

from Our Fathers 
 

―My child, do not be lustful, for 

lust leads to promiscuity. Do not 

use foul language or cast lewd 

eyes, for all these things lead to 

adulterous acts.‖ 

 

―Accept as good whatever 

happens to you or affects you, 

knowing that nothing happens 

without God.‖ 

 

―Do not be one who stretches out 

his hands to receive but closes 

them when it comes to giving.‖ 

 
(from the First Century A.D. Didache—Teachings of the 12 Apostles) 
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